FOSTER YOUTH RIGHTS

HB24-1017

If you are living in foster care or participating in the Foster Youth in
Transition Program, you have the rights listed below.

If you have questions or concerns, or if you want to learn more about your

rights, please reach out to your Guardian ad Litem (GAL) or Counsel for
Youth (CFY)!

FAIRNESS & SUPPORT

You have a right to:

e Be treated fairly and get the help you need. No matter things like where
your family comes from, your skin color, your culture, the gender you
identify with, who you love, or some other things that make you who you
are.

e Have your own thoughts and beliefs.

e Attend or not attend cultural, ethnic, and religious activities.

e Dress, talk, act, etc. like the gender you identify with.

e Be referred to by the names and gender pronouns you chose.

e Not be threatened, punished, or treated badly because you asked
questions, shared concerns, or made a complaint about a violation of
your rights.

e Use the services, supports, placements, and programs you qualify for.
e Information about government money you qualify for, including written
information about who (if anyone) is receiving government money on

your behalf.

CONFIDENTIALITY & PRIVACY

You have a right to:

e Have your court records kept confidential, unless the law says they can
be shared.

e Freedom from unreasonable searches, limits on your use of your things,
or taking of your things.

e Reasonable amounts of privacy for phone calls, texts, emails, and mail.



COMMUNICATION

You have a right to contact and communicate with the people listed below
in a private place:

* People working on your behalf - like your caseworker, attorneys and
people who work for your attorneys, mental health providers, and Court-
Appointed Special Advocate (CASA).

e People who can answer your questions, listen to your concerns, or take
your complaints about your rights — like your attorney, the Child
Protection Ombudsman, your county department of human services, or
the state department of human services.







Do you have questions or concerns about your rights?
Ask your GAL or CFY for more information!
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