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Preparing for Transition 

from Child Welfare to Adult 

Disability Systems:

A 64,000 foot overview of adult services, 
challenges, and statutes with case study

Matt Cloven, Education and Disability Case Consultant

Adam Graber, Esq.

Turning 18 with a disability: 
What I hope to know to help the transition.

● Why is this important for your transition age clients?

● Case Study

● Legal Statutes 

● Adult systems services and supports beyond YIT, typical college and/or 
employment

○ Case Management and Medicaid Waivers

○ DVR

○ SSI/SSDI
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Case examples: Real life with a twist

● When it has gone smoothly (early and late identification going 
smoothly in transition.

● When is does not go smooth in transition: unforeseen challenges and 
how to navigate them

Statutes and the law at transition:
Quick reference

o Role of GAL & CFY in advocating for youth for successful transition

• Statutes guiding transition are found in children's code (title 19), probate code (title 15), and Title 25.5 Health care policy 

and financing

o ****§ 25.5-6-409.5. Transition plan for youth with intellectual and developmental disabilities to adult services

• Changes on July 1 - no longer CCB but Case Management Agency (is there a difference, can CCB also be a Case 

Management Agency?)

o Statute” C.R.S. 19-3-205 (continuing jurisdiction)

• New legislation proposed to change language and “incapacitated person” throughout statutes - adding 15-14.7 section 

“uniform guardianship, conservatorship, and other protective arrangements act”

• Currently, D&N court shall continue to have jurisdiction for child or youth adjudicated to be D&N until 18.5 unless

➢ Determination made or pending regarding incapacity pursuant to CRS 15-14-102

• Jurisdiction continues until complete transition to adult services AND it is in the youth’s best interests to 

terminate jurisdiction

• OR youth reaches age 21

➢ If youth is making the transition to adult services pursuant to CRS 25.5-6-409.5 then until the transition is 

complete
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Waivers in Colorado
https://hcpf.colorado.gov/hcbs-waivers
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https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/section-1115-demo/demonstration-and-waiver-list/Waiver-Descript-Factsheet/CO

https://hcpf.colorado.gov/case-management-agency-directory
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https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/section-1115-demo/demonstration-and-waiver-list/Waiver-Descript-Factsheet/CO
https://hcpf.colorado.gov/case-management-agency-directory
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HealthCare Policy and Financing (HCPF)
Flow Chart

Department of Vocational Rehabilitation 
(DVR)
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Cross over of YIT and DVR: meeting a 
requirement of eligibility

7.203.41 of Volume 7 CCR
Article 7, part 3 of Title 19, C.R.S. 
● Are engaged in, or intends to engage in, at least one of the following, unless an 

exception applies or are waived by federal law: 
● 1. Completing secondary education or an educational program leading to an 

equivalent credential
● 2. Attending an institution that provides post secondary or vocational education
● 3. Working part- or full-time for at least eighty hours per month, or
● 4. Participating in a program or activity designed to promote employment or 

remove barriers to employment. 

Work and Mediciad Waivers: Cautionary 
note to protect services
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https://hcpf.colorado.gov/buy-in-

program-working-adults-disabilities

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

https://www.ssa.gov/prepare
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https://hcpf.colorado.gov/buy-in-program-working-adults-disabilities
https://hcpf.colorado.gov/buy-in-program-working-adults-disabilities
https://www.ssa.gov/prepare
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When do I look and consider these systems 
for a client?

Agency List 

● HealthCare Policy and Financing (Medicaid 
and Waivers) Case management Agencies

● Working Adults with Disabilities Medicaid 
Buy-in

● Centers for Independent Living
● Department of Vocational Rehabilitation
● Social Security Administration
● Arc Chapters
● Brain Injury Alliance of Colorado
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about:blank
about:blank
https://hcpf.colorado.gov/buy-in-program-working-adults-disabilities
https://hcpf.colorado.gov/buy-in-program-working-adults-disabilities
https://coloradosilc.org/
https://dvr.colorado.gov/
https://www.ssa.gov/myaccount/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw_e2wBhAEEiwAyFFFo4_J8yR-9j6fBw09u4eua4prfkTDYqAifA32VQfTEq08ofw6UTQ3EhoCI3oQAvD_BwE
https://thearcofco.org/about/the-arc-chapters/
https://biacolorado.org/

	Slide 1: Preparing for Transition from Child Welfare to Adult Disability Systems:
	Slide 2: Turning 18 with a disability:  What I hope to know to help the transition.  
	Slide 3: Case examples: Real life with a twist 
	Slide 4: Statutes and the law at transition: Quick reference
	Slide 5
	Slide 6:                    Waivers in Colorado https://hcpf.colorado.gov/hcbs-waivers 
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: HealthCare Policy and Financing (HCPF) Flow Chart
	Slide 10: Department of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) 
	Slide 11: Cross over of YIT and DVR: meeting a requirement of eligibility 
	Slide 12: Work and Mediciad Waivers: Cautionary note to protect services
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
	Slide 15: When do I look and consider these systems for a client?
	Slide 16: Agency List 

