
5/2/2024

1

THE YOUTH ADVOCATE’S 
GUIDE TO DYS POLICIES
How the Sausage is Made…

THE BASICS (AND 
SOME BACKGROUND)
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https://cdhs.colorado.gov/dys-policy-updates
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https://cdhs.colorado.gov/dys-policy-updates
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SEARCHES, 
GENERALLY

• All searches governed by S-9-13

• Youth should only be searched by 

someone of the same gender (if 

nonbinary or intersex, see S-13-9)

• NO K-9 search dogs, ever

• No searches of body cavity other than 

visual inspection of mouth

• Rooms searched weekly on an 

unannounced schedule

PERSONAL 
SEARCHES

• Whenever a youth leaves a facility, but 

is accompanied by a DYS employee. 

• Very invasive, but youth’s body remains 

concealed under a robe.
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FULL SEARCHES

• Occurs every time they return from 
court or have a family visit. 

• Two employees are present. 

• INCREDIBLY invasive

11

12



5/2/2024

7

13

14



5/2/2024

8

When Can DYS Employees “Physically 
Respond” to Children? 
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https://www.aclu-co.org/en/publications/bound-broken
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https://www.aclu-co.org/en/publications/bound-broken
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S-14-3B

Time-out, Seclusion, and 
Program Refusal

23

24



5/2/2024

13

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND MEDICAL 
CARE – INITIAL 
SCREENINGS AND 
ONGOING CARE

• Initial screenings within 4 hours of 
arrival

• MEDICATION CAN BE BROUGHT 
INTO THE CENTER

• But note: S-12-10A mandates 
that medications have to be 
reviewed and approved 
independently by DYS 
prescriber to continue

• Any female reporting opiate use will 
be given a pregnancy test.

    S-12-3A 

• Qualified health care professionals

• Responses to requests for care

• Follow-up care

• Grievances apply to health care!!!

    S-12-5 

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND MEDICAL 
CARE – INITIAL 
SCREENINGS AND 
ONGOING CARE

• Detained youth receive very few BH 
services.

• Policy only requires 
psychoeducation group, once per 
week

• For youth with chronic care or 
special care needs: one 30 min 
session with BH staff per week

• If “external treatment team” 
determines they need more, that 
team has to provide those services

    S-15-9
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ACCESSING THE OUTSIDE 
WORLD: CONTACT WITH 
COURTS AND COUNSEL

• Calls to attorney or GAL may be limited to once per day. 

• Phone calls to legal representatives should be UNMONITORED 

AND CONFIDENTIAL

• But see S-18-3: Calls to professionals are unlimited, and youth are only entitled 
to “reasonable amount of privacy”

• Youth must have access to make calls to the Ombudsman

• Note for crossover youth – they are entitled to a call to their legal 

representative during intake

    

     S-18-3 and S-13-3
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ACCESSING THE OUTSIDE 
WORLD: CONTACT WITH 
COURTS AND COUNSEL

• Outgoing mail to legal representatives is not reviewed.

• Incoming mail from legal counsel is visually scanned to confirm 

it’s from who it says its from.

      S-18-2

ACCESSING THE OUTSIDE 
WORLD: FAMILY VISITATION

• Only one ten minute phone call per week to parents is required. 

• Youth are entitled to one 45-minute visit per week – but they can 

be limited for emergencies 

• Limits on visits must be documented, including the reason for the limit.

• Virtual visits can’t take place of in-person visits.

• If someone is traveling more than 50 miles for a visit, youth center 

has to work with them to accommodate outside the usual hours.

   

     S-18-1 and S-18-3 
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ACCESSING THE OUTSIDE 
WORLD – GENERAL MAIL

• All incoming mail is inspected within 24 hours on weekdays

• If contraband is discovered, all mail photocopied and only 

photocopies will go to youth

    

       S-18-2

EDUCATION & RECREATION

• S-17-8A Special Education

• Shall accommodate IEPs

• Youth center shall have at least one special education teacher

• Must comply with IDEA and CO-ECEA

• S-17-8 General Education

• Mandates providing a range of education levels (middle 
school through post-secondary)

• DYS must request student’s prior high school records within 
30 school days of placement at facility

• S-17-10 Recreation

• Outside time for one hour, at least 4 times per week
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THANK YOU!

Effie Seibold

effie.seibold@coloradodefenders.us

Katie Hecker

khecker@coloradochildrep.org
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