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Dat󰈀
Why this is a Racial 

Justice Issue?

Bu󰈎l󰇷󰈏󰈞g Ra󰈥󰈦󰈡r󰉃 
Culturally competent interviewing & 
checking our own unconscious bias

Sto󰈸󰉙 󰈜󰈩l󰈗󰈏󰈞g = 
St󰈸o󰈞g󰈩󰈻󰉄 T󰈢ol

Tan󰈇󰈎󰇻l󰇵 Wa󰉘󰈼 t󰈡 
Co󰉉r󰇽󰈇e󰈡󰉊󰈼l󰉘 Do 

Thi󰈻
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGZniOuoREU&t=1134
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● National Statistics: 

○ Although Black youth comprised only approximately 
16% of youth ages 10-17 in the United States in 
2018, they accounted for:

■ 35% of all juvenile arrests, 

■ 40% of detained youth, 

■ 39% of the youth formally processed by the 
juvenile court, 

■ 37% of the youth adjudicated, and 

■ 51% (or more) of youth judicially petitioned for 
waiver to criminal court for person offenses. 

The Color of Juvenile Transfer; Social 
Justice Brief by The National 
Association of Social Workers (2015); 
OJJDP “Delinquency cases Waived to 
Juvenile Court(2021)



This fact sheet is based on the 
OJJDP-sponsored report "Juvenile Court 
Statistics 2018" and was developed with 
support from the National Institute of 
Justice

https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh176/files/media/document/juvenile-court-statistics-2018.pdf
https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh176/files/media/document/juvenile-court-statistics-2018.pdf


Delinquency case rates for Black youth (53.9 per Black youth in the U.S. 
population) was still nearly triple the rate for:

● White youth (18.3)
● Hispanic youth (17.6), and
● American Indian youth (21.5), 
● and was almost 12 times the rate for Asian youth (4.6) 

Despite overall juvenile crime trending down, the proportion of delinquency 
cases involving Black, Hispanic/Latinx, and American Indian youth increased 
between 2005 and 2019.

In 2019, White youth
were less likely to have their cases handled formally (48%) as compared to 

● Black youth (60%), 
● Hispanic/Latinx youth (52%), 
● American Indian youth (56%), or
● Asian youth (52%).

(Hockenberry & 
Puzzanchera, 2021)



Black youth are approximately 14% of the total 
youth population, but 47.3% of the youth who are 
transferred to adult court by juvenile court judges 
“who believe the youth cannot benefit from the 
services of their court,” write the report’s authors.

Black youth are 53.1% of youth transferred for 
person offenses despite the fact that black and 
white youth make up an equal percentage of youth 
charged with person offenses, 40.1% and 40.5% 
respectively, in 2015. “The Color of Juvenile Transfer” by the 

National Association of Social Workers 
(2017) & The Campaign for Youth 
Justice (2018)

Tra󰈝󰈼f󰈩󰈸 & D󰈏󰈹ec󰉃 F󰈎󰈘󰇵 



—be󰈗󰈘 h󰈡󰈢󰈔󰈼

“When we love children, we acknowledge by our 
every action that they are not property, that they 
have rights—that we respect and uphold their 

rights.”



� Cultural awareness
� Recognize that your client and their family may identify you as part of the “system.” 
� Be aware of your privilege and reflect on your biases. (We all have them) 

� How do your values, norms, and beliefs about your own identity influence your 
behavior?

� Build Rapport with your client 
� Visit Regularly & Communicate 
� Let your client see you advocating for them 
� Think outside the box when building rapport and getting clients to open up and trust

� Continue to learn about different cultures and perspectives of clients of color. 
� Be familiar with the historical distrust the criminal justice system for youth and families of 

color.
� Recognize the impact race and racial trauma has on your client & their family.

Cul󰉃󰈎󰉐󰇽ti󰈝󰈈 Tr󰉉󰈻󰉄 w󰈏󰉃󰈋 Yo󰉉t󰈊 & Fa󰈛󰈎l󰈏e󰈻



● Structural Racism & Racial Disparities of Children 
& Families of Color within the Child Welfare 
System 

○ In 2021 Black Children Represented 14% of 
the Total Child Population but 22% of 
Children in Foster Care.
Latino Children Represent 26% of Kids 
Nationwide and 22% of all Kids in Foster 
Care.

● Intergenerational Trauma for Indigenous Children 
& Families

○ Prior to 1978 (ICWA) 80% of Native 
American Families living on Reservations 
lost a child to the Foster Care System.

○ More than 25% of all Native Children were 
Removed from their Families, with 85% 
Receiving Placements Outside of their 
Tribe. 

Disproportionate representation of Native Americans in foster care across United States - Potawatomi.org
Black Children Continue to Be Disproportionately Represented in Foster Care - The Annie E. Casey 
Foundation (aecf.org)

● Racial Disparities in the Youth Justice System
o   32% of Black & Latino Youth are more likely to be 
incarcerated, 32% of their cases result in institutional 
placements
o   Prosecutors are more likely to label crimes 
committed by black youth as “aggravated,” while 
equivalent crimes committed by white youth may be 
presented as “Mistakes.”

Racial and Ethnic Disparities in the Youth Justice System | CJJ (juvjustice.org)

Ac󰈔󰈞ow󰈗󰈩󰇶g󰈏󰈝󰈈 t󰈊e H󰈎󰈼t󰈢󰈸i󰇸󰈀l T󰈸󰇽u󰈛󰈀 W󰈏t󰈊i󰈞 t󰈊󰈩 C󰈋󰈏l󰇷 󰈌e󰈘f󰈀󰈸󰇵 S󰉙s󰉃e󰈛 & 
Cri󰈚󰈎󰈞󰇽l Ju󰈻󰉄󰈎c󰇵 S󰉘󰈼te󰈚 

https://www.potawatomi.org/blog/2021/04/06/disproportionate-representation-of-native-americans-in-foster-care-across-united-states/
https://www.aecf.org/blog/us-foster-care-population-by-race-and-ethnicity
https://www.aecf.org/blog/us-foster-care-population-by-race-and-ethnicity
https://www.juvjustice.org/blog/1436


S󰈜O󰈣Y󰈜󰉋󰈳L󰈽󰈰󰉁 & SO󰉑󰈾󰉚󰈳 S󰉑I󰉋󰈯C󰉈3



HO󰈌 󰈿󰉝V󰉈 󰇳O󰈖 󰉌󰈭NE 󰈾󰈜?

QUICK-WRITE
& Throw ideas 
into the chat



AD󰈮󰈴󰈟󰉈CE󰈰󰈙 󰈾D󰉈󰈰󰈙IT󰇳 󰉌󰉋V󰉈󰈴O󰇴M󰉋󰈰󰈙



AD󰈮󰈴󰈟󰉈CE󰈰󰈙 󰈾D󰉈󰈰󰈙IT󰇳 󰉌󰉋V󰉈󰈴O󰇴M󰉋󰈰󰈙
Youtube Channel: The Gault Center

The Erasure of Childhood Development aka 
who gets the right to be a child?

Dig deeper:
two “violent felonies” (e.g., robbery and assault 
with a dangerous weapon) may have engaged 
in little more than playing catch with a teacher’s 
hat or throwing pebbles at a classmate. 

Focus on Their Identity, not what society says. 
(Injury example) “I felt hopeless.”
(adoption ex: “unseen even by family”)



Rac󰈩 󰉗󰇽󰈻e󰇶 󰈙r󰈀󰉊󰈚a󰉄󰈎c S󰉃󰈹󰇵s󰈻 (R󰉗󰈙S)
What is Race-Based Trauma?
The unique psychological and emotional distress that Black, Indigenous, LATINX, and 
People of Color (BIPOC) suffer due to racism and discrimination. 

BIPOC youth are at higher risk of experiencing and re experiencing traumatic, stressful 
events, which may compound or mirror systems of posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 



Rac󰈎󰇽󰈗 󰉄ra󰉉󰈚󰇽 󰇸an 󰈀ff󰇵󰇹󰉄 in󰇷󰈎󰉐󰈏du󰈀󰈗󰈼 󰇽n󰇷 e󰈞t󰈎󰈸󰇵 
co󰈚󰈛󰉉n󰈏󰉃i󰈩󰈼

https://www.thriveresearchlab.com



“When I look at you, I 
don’t see color.”

“There is only one race, 
the human race.”

“A White man or woman 
clutching their purse or 
checking their wallet as 
a Black or Latino 
approaches or passes.” 

Pressure to Assimilate!

“A store owner following 
a customer of color 
around the store.” 

“A White person waits to 
ride the next elevator 
when a person of color 
is on it.” 

“People of color are 
generally not as 
intelligent as Whites.”

“I’m not a racist. I have 
several Black friends.”

“As a woman, I know 
what you go through as a 
racial minority.”



Mitigating
Race Based Trauma Factors (Intragenerational & Current)

● Racism/Structural Racism your client and their family have experienced
● Poverty
● Gentrification
● Homelessness
● School disruption, Education (Dropping out) 
● Family Separation
● Generational Incarceration
● Lack of access to resources (Culturally appropriate) 
● Substance use
● Mental health (Shame & stigma surrounding mental health in black and brown communities) 
● Internalized racism- identifying with negative self

beliefs and stigma resulting from the chronic societal devaluation
● Gangs
● Neighborhood violence & Exposure to violence
● Language barriers
● Migration Trauma 



MI󰉂󰈣󰉝T󰈽O󰈰 󰈙R󰉝󰈓󰈲A/DE󰈪󰈮󰈣T󰉚󰈜I󰈮󰈯 T󰈤󰉚U󰈱󰉝

American Journal of Community Psychology published by Wiley 
Periodicals, Inc. on behalf of Society for Community Research and 
Action 2018.

● Children who lose a parent to sudden, forced deportation experience anxiety, anger, 
aggression, withdrawal, a heightened sense of fear, eating and sleeping 
disturbances, isolation, trauma, depression and shame.

● Children also experience housing instability, academic withdrawal and family 
dissolution. Older children often need to take on jobs to help support the family, and 
there’s overall decreased likelihood of participating in churches, schools, health 
clinics, cultural activities, and social services, and more reluctant to report crime to 
the police .

● Ten percent of U.S. families with children have at least one family member who lacks 
citizenship.



MI󰉂󰈣󰉝T󰈽O󰈰 󰈙R󰉝󰈓󰈲A/DE󰈪󰈮󰈣T󰉚󰈜I󰈮󰈯 T󰈤󰉚U󰈱󰉝

Statement on the Effects of Deportation and 
Forced Separation on Immigrants, their 
Families, and Communities 

This fear was connected to shame and secrecy; children 
were ashamed to be or to have family members who were 
immigrants due to social stigma and fear of deportation.These 
outcomes, widespread for the children interviewed regardless 
of contact with the Department of Homeland Security or 
deportation processes, were“devastating for children’s 
identity and sense of self,”as well as their overall 
well-being (Dreby, 2012, p. 841)



 Ad󰉏o󰇸󰈀c󰉘
Client Advocacy
Family Advocacy

Improved Conditions of 
Confinement
Policy Reform

Building Relationships & 
Increasing Collaboration with 

Key Players in the Juvenile 
Justice System

As󰈻e󰈼s󰈚󰈩󰈞t
Individualized 

Services/Placement/ 
Housing/Mental Health etc…

Assess the need for Specific 
Evaluations

Assessment for Mental Health, 
Competency, Cognitive & 
Developmental Concerns, 

FASD etc..Mit󰈎󰈇󰇽󰉄i󰈡n
Interpreting Reports & 

Evaluations
Record Review

Gathering Mitigation
Family & Collateral Interviews

Research

Hol󰈎󰈻󰉄󰈏c Le󰈝󰈼󰈩
Telling our Client’s Story
Identifying Barriers & 
underlying needs 
Humanizing our client 
Strengths Based Perspective
Providing support 

Rep󰈡󰈸󰉄s
Trauma Timelines

Biopsychosocial Reports
Oral Reports

Mitigation Presentation
Record Assessments

Identification of Trauma 
Factors

Recommendations for 
Treatment & Services

Safety Planning
Sentencing Reports

Pre-Plea Mitigation Reports

Age󰈝󰉄 󰈡f 󰉃󰈋󰇵 
A󰉅or󰈝󰈩󰉙

Part of Defense Team
Practice under Attorney Client 

Privilege

The 󰉍󰈩󰇾󰇵󰈞se B󰈀󰈻󰇵󰇶 󰈠oc󰈎󰇽󰈗 Wo󰈹k󰈩󰈸’󰈼 R󰈢le



Cli󰈩󰈝󰉄 S󰉊p󰈥o󰈹t

Consistent Visitation & Support
Help with advocacy in 

confinement 

Bu󰈎l󰇷 
Rel󰈀󰉃󰈏o󰈞s󰈊󰈎󰈦s 
wi󰉃󰈋 
Pro󰇾󰈩󰈼s󰈏o󰈝󰈀󰈘s

School Staff
Probation
DA
DYS
Treatment

Col󰈗󰈀󰇻󰈢ra󰉃󰈎󰈢󰈞 

Reports
Trauma Timelines
Sentencing Statements
Records
Social History
DYS Meetings
DHS Meetings
IEP Meetings

Mit󰈎󰈇󰇽󰉄i󰈡n



Sto󰈸󰉙t󰈩󰈗󰈘󰈏n󰈇 i󰈞 t󰈊󰈩 M󰈏󰉄ig󰈀󰉃󰈏o󰈞 R󰈩p󰈢󰈸󰉄







S󰇳󰈟TE󰈲󰈟 B󰉝󰈠󰉈󰉌 T󰈤A󰈖󰈱󰉚

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4M-5V8uUtKA


S󰉑󰈿O󰈮L & 󰈠󰇴EC󰈾󰉚󰈴 E󰉌󰈖C󰉚󰈜I󰈮󰈯



Sc󰈊o󰈡󰈘 t󰈢 P󰈸i󰈼󰈡n P󰈏󰈥e󰈘󰈎n󰇵 



https://sandratrappen.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/School
-to-Prison-222-1.jpghttps://sandratrappen.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/School

-to-Prison-222-1.jpg



AD󰈖󰈴󰈙󰈽FI󰉑󰉝󰈙󰈽ON



CO󰈲󰈱󰈖N󰈽󰈜󰈄, CO󰈲󰈱󰈖N󰈽󰈜󰈄, CO󰈲󰈱󰈖N󰈽󰈜󰈄!
● Think outside the courtroom
● Let families help you with the 

mitigation
○ Photos; old drawings, 

certificates, poems, etc.
○ Letters and support emails
○ Mentors, coaches, 

teachers–they can all testify 
and support

○ Pack the courtroom!
● Credible Messengers for support and 

testimony



—Aud󰈸󰈩 L󰈢󰈹de

When we speak, we are afraid our words will not 
be heard nor welcomed, but when we are silent 
we are still afraid, so it is better to speak.

4 Tan󰈇󰈎󰇻l󰇵 Wa󰉘󰈼 t󰈡 
Co󰉉r󰇽󰈇e󰈡󰉊󰈼l󰉘 Do 󰈜󰈋󰈎s



4 Tan󰈇󰈎󰇻l󰇵 Wa󰉘󰈼 t󰈡 
Co󰉉r󰇽󰈇e󰈡󰉊󰈼l󰉘 Do 󰈜󰈋󰈎s

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGZniOuoREU&t=2220


OK󰉝󰇳 󰉔󰈓T 󰉀O󰈉? For󰈚󰉉󰈘󰇽 
● CITE
● QUOTE COURT/DA/Party/Staffings
● JUST DO IT: “The words we choose have a significant impact on 

the young people we serve. We may inadvertently use language 
laden with bias, disapproval, and negative judgment that can 
impact youths’ perceptions of themselves. Our language can 
also impact our own thinking and decision making.” We still need 
to respond to normal adolescent behavior with compassion and 
empathy that validate a young person’s anxiety and trauma 
versus adding to it.” Please remember that we are all to look at 
their best interest as well as the community’s, but to constantly 
shame someone for something they factually did not do and use 
this language  is harmful and damaging. 

A note re: victims & community safety



OK󰉝󰇳 󰉔󰈓T 󰉀O󰈉? 

● ASK THE KIDS!
● What do YOU want? How are you feeling? Can you 

talk to anyone and would you want to? 
● How would you feel about a Black/Latinx therapist or 

mentor?
● In Court: “We would ask that the Court contract w/FLY 

or at the very lease find a therapist my client can 
identify. She’s asking for a Black therapist. 

● Adultification notes



OK󰉝󰇳 󰉔󰈓T 󰉀O󰈉? 
● Think outside the box on solutions

● Family, mentor, social worker speak at bond 
hearing/any hearing

● Use articles/research and share with 
evaluator or social worker to tie into their 
reports or hearings

● Follow up interviews once more rapport is 
built or mitigation theories are more 
established



OK󰉝󰇳 󰉔󰈓T 󰉀O󰈉? 

Write down 
something in the 

chat or on a 
notepad 

something you’re 
going to try next 

week!



duncanyouthlaw@outlook.com lindsey.a.sandoval@gmail.com 

Tha󰈝󰈕s!

mailto:duncanyouthlaw@outlook.com
mailto:lindsey.a.sandoval@gmail.com
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Tha󰈝󰈕s!

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
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Hel󰈥󰇿󰉉l A󰈸󰉄󰈏c󰈗e󰈼 
Kids in Prison: Getting Tried as An Adult Depends on Skin Color | WNYC News | WNYC

Racial Adultification and the American Criminal Justice System (bridgew.edu)

Teaching About Colorism – Educators 4 Social Change (educators4sc.org)

Racial Disparities in Mental Health and Criminal Justice | NAMI: National Alliance on 
Mental Illness

Stop Treating Black Kids Like Criminals - Economic Opportunity Institute Economic 
Opportunity Institute

The Criminal Justice System Discriminates Against Children of Color | Teen Vogue

Youth of color overrepresented in the justice system | Kids Imprisoned (news21.com)

Treating All Kids as Kids | Brennan Center for Justice

This Month, Act to End the Adultification of Youth — Children's Defense Fund 
(childrensdefense.org)

Black boys viewed as older, less innocent than Whites, research finds (apa.org)

Trauma: Community of Color Exposure to the Criminal Justice System as an Adverse Childhood 
Experience (uc.edu)

‘They saw me as calculating, not a child’: how adultification leads to black children being treated as 
criminals | Children | The Guardian

Children in Adult Prison (eji.org)

ED617199.pdf

How to confront bias in the criminal justice system (americanbar.org)

New Book Shows Criminal Justice System Bias Against Minority Youth - OU College of Professional 
and Continuing Studies

Systemic And Structural Racism: Definitions, Examples, Health Damages, And Approaches To 
Dismantling | Health Affairs

Adultification Adversely Affects Black Children, but Parents Can Take Steps to Prevent It

How The Adultification Bias Contributes To Black Trauma (forbes.com)

Adultifying BIPOC Children for Punishment - Community Alliance (fresnoalliance.com)

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
https://www.wnyc.org/story/black-kids-more-likely-be-tried-adults-cant-be-explained/
https://vc.bridgew.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1091&context=theses
https://educators4sc.org/topic-guides/teaching-about-colorism/?utm_campaign=&utm_medium=ppc&utm_source=adwords&utm_term=color%20discrimination&hsa_tgt=kwd-296834417744&hsa_mt=b&hsa_acc=2755491261&hsa_grp=131364305257&hsa_ver=3&hsa_src=g&hsa_cam=16266797756&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_kw=color%20discrimination&hsa_ad=582758793339&gclid=CjwKCAiAl9efBhAkEiwA4ToriqC7SKlHHOlaKrytaS5yAu9ECCK3b7xDB1HMJGdhKDYT91izlAXi5RoCkUUQAvD_BwE
https://www.nami.org/Blogs/NAMI-Blog/July-2019/Racial-Disparities-in-Mental-Health-and-Criminal-Justice
https://www.nami.org/Blogs/NAMI-Blog/July-2019/Racial-Disparities-in-Mental-Health-and-Criminal-Justice
https://www.opportunityinstitute.org/blog/post/stop-treating-black-kids-like-criminals/
https://www.opportunityinstitute.org/blog/post/stop-treating-black-kids-like-criminals/
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/criminal-justice-system-discriminates-children-of-color
https://kidsimprisoned.news21.com/systemic-racial-disparities-juvenile-justice/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/treating-all-kids-kids
https://www.childrensdefense.org/blog/this-month-act-to-end-the-adultification-of-youth/
https://www.childrensdefense.org/blog/this-month-act-to-end-the-adultification-of-youth/
https://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2014/03/black-boys-older
https://scholarship.law.uc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1436&context=uclr
https://scholarship.law.uc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1436&context=uclr
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2022/jul/05/they-saw-me-as-calculating-not-a-child-how-adultification-leads-to-black-children-being-treated-as-criminals
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2022/jul/05/they-saw-me-as-calculating-not-a-child-how-adultification-leads-to-black-children-being-treated-as-criminals
https://eji.org/issues/children-in-prison/
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED617199.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/news/abanews/publications/youraba/2019/december-2019/how-to-confront-bias-in-the-criminal-justice-system/
https://pacs.ou.edu/blog/professor-ketchum-to-publish-book-on-race-and-youth-in-criminal-justice/
https://pacs.ou.edu/blog/professor-ketchum-to-publish-book-on-race-and-youth-in-criminal-justice/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2021.01394
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2021.01394
https://www.parents.com/kindred/adultification-hurts-black-children-but-parents-can-take-steps-to-prevent-it/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/janicegassam/2021/04/22/how-the-adultification-bias-contributes-to-black-trauma/?sh=7ca3327c2b08
https://fresnoalliance.com/adultifying-bipoc-children-for-punishment/

