OCR JD CJD CHECKLIST
Case Number(s):  ___________________________	Jurisdiction(s): ___________________________
Appointment Dates(s): _______________________	Appointment Terminated Date(s): ___________
Attended all court hearings?  Y  N   (see exceptions in CJD) 	Related Case(s): _________________________
Bold = Required. See CJD Section V for full requirements, commentary, and additional guidance.
	INITIAL MEETING – REQUIRED 

	As soon as possible
	GAL personally conduct timely in-person meeting in a setting that promotes meaningful communication. (see CJD for exceptions)
	
 

	7 days
	If youth is in detention: diligent efforts to meet with the child at the detention facility as soon as possible but no later than seven days after the GAL’s appointment or, for existing appointments, the date the detention commenced.
	

	INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION – See page 2 & CJD V(E)(3) for details

	 As soon as possible  & no later than 45 days 

	Out of court contact with juvenile
	

	
	Interview with parent 1
	

	
	Interview with parent 2
	

	
	Interview with relatives 
	

	
	Interview current placement provider
	

	
	Interview with potential placement provider
	

	
	Interview with school personnel
	

	
	Interview with pretrial service staff
	

	
	Interview with probation
	

	
	Interview with treatment providers
	

	
	Other: 
	

	
	Other: 
	

	
	Other:
	

	ONGOING INVESTIGATION 

	Ongoing
	Maintain contact & ongoing communication with juvenile; not limited to court appearances
	

	
	Placement visit when youth in detention
(for existing appointments, 7 day requirement from the date the detention commenced)
	

	
	Change of Placement visits 
	

	
	Contact with placement providers
	

	
	Contact with other professionals
	




[bookmark: _GoBack]Assessment  During Independent Investigation

Per the CJD V(E)(3)(a)-(i), the GAL is required to assess the following. See the CJD for additional language and commentary to guide the independent investigation.

(a) The juvenile’s functioning and unique needs and circumstances
(b) Appointment and availability of defense counsel 
(c) Whether the juvenile’s current or proposed placement serves the juvenile’s best interest and is consistent with the juvenile’s due process rights and applicable statutory considerations; whether reasonable efforts have been provided to prevent out-of-home placement; whether less restrictive placements options exist. 
Commentary: If the juvenile is in an out-of-home placement, the GAL’s assessment of the placement shall include an examination of the conditions of the juvenile’s confinement or placement and the impact of those conditions on the unique needs of the juvenile
(d) Whether services and treatment provided address the unique issues faced by the juvenile; whether more appropriate and effective service and treatment options exist
(e) Whether there is reason to believe that a juvenile is incompetent to proceed
(f) The juvenile’s understanding of the proceeding and the immediate and long-term consequences  are consistent with the juvenile’s best interests
(g) The need to see court orders

Practice Tips:
2 | Page

