
STATE OF COLORADO

Juvenile Justice System Flowchart

FFPSA/Juvenile Justice Workgroup  | Updated  June 30, 2021 to reflect SB 21-059 (effective October 1, 2021) 

Youth taken into 
temporary custody 

19-2.5-209

Notice to Parent or 
Guardian 19-2.5-303

Released to Parent or Guardian?
19-2.5-303(1)

Yes
19-2.5-303(3)

Screening by Screening Team
Using Detention Screening Instrument and 

Criteria 19-2.5-303(2)(a)(I)-(II)

No
19-2.5-303(1),

 (4)(b)

Detention Facility 
19-1-103(55)

Petty Offense 
Contract 

19-2.5-208

Local Collaborative 
Management Program 

24-1.9-101

Release to Parent 
or Guardian 

19-2.5-303(2)(f)

Temporary Shelter 
Facility 

19-1-103(138); 
19-2.5-303(2)(e)

Temporary Care 
w/County Dept. 
19-2.5-303(2)(e)

Temporary Care 
w/Grandparent, Kin or 
other suitable person. 

19-2.5-303(2)(e)

Divert away from 
justice system

Police 
Contact

Limitations on 
Detention 
19-2.5-304

School/
Community

Pretrial Supervision 
19-2.5-303(2)(f); 19-2.5-606
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Local 
Crossover 
Youth Plan 
19-2.5-302(2)

Local 
Juvenile 
Services Plan 
19-2.5-302

Relative 
Information 
Form 
19-2.5-606(1)(b), 
19-2.5-303(3)(b)

Promise to 
Appear 
19-2.5-303(3)(a)

Detention and Shelter Hearing
(within 48 hours)

19-2.5-305
Detention Standard 19-2.5-305(3)(a)(IV); 

Court Orders 19-2.5-305(3)(a)(VII)

No Bond Hold 
19-2.5-305(3)(a)(VII)(D)

Bail/Bond 
19-2.5-305(3)(a)(VII)(C); 

19-2.5-306

Temporary Shelter 
Facility 

19-2.5-305(3)(a)(VII)(B)

Pretrial Supervision 
19-2.5-305(3)(a)(VII)(E); 

19-2.5-303(2)(f); 
19-2.5-606

Released to 
Parent/Guardian/Legal 
Custodian, Kin or other 

suitable person 
19-2.5-305(3)(a)(VII)(A)

Temporary legal 
custody order as 

provided in 
19-1-115. 

19-2.5-305(6)

Referral to County Dept. 
for assessment and 

placement 
19-2.5-305(3)(a)(VIII)(D)

Appointment of 
Counsel and GAL 

Restorative Justice 
Opportunity

Restorative Justice (RJ) 
practices emphasize 
repairing the harm to the 
victim and the community 
caused by criminal acts.  
19-2.5-102(45)

KEY

Placement Assessment

Local CANS Assessment 
and recommendation. If 
recommendation is 
out-of-home placement, a 
Qualified Residential 
Treatment Program (QRTP) 
may or may not be 
appropriate for the youth.

Preventative Services 
Opportunity

This is a point where local 
jurisdictions may wish to 
discuss opportunities to 
provide preventative services 
including those related to: 

- Mental Health
- Kinship Navigation
- Parenting Skills
- Substance Abuse 

Treatment



Transfer to District 
Court  - prosecuted as 

adult 19-2.5-802

Motion to Transfer to 
District Court
19-2.5-802

Preliminary Hearing
(conditional) 
19-2.5-609

Reverse-Transfer Hearing 
19-2.5-801(4)(a)

 Transfer Hearing 
19-2.5-802

Entry of Plea 
19-2.5-902

Plea of Not 
GuiltyPlea of Guilty

Deferred 
Adjudication 
19-2.5-903

Adjudicatory Trial 
To court- within 60 days

To jury - within 6 months (conditional) 
19-2.5-610 & 19-2.5-901 to -910

Finding of Guilt Finding of Not Guilty

Adjudication

Competency 
19-2.5-702

Pre/Post Filing 
Diversion 

19-2.5-102(17)(b),
19-2.5-402, 19-2.5-401

transfer granted

Preliminary Investigation by 
District Attorney 

19-2.5-201

Pre/Post Filing Informal 
Adjustment
19-2.5-901

Filing of Petition & Summons 
within 72 hours 

19-2.5-305(3)(a)(IX)
19-2.5-502

Direct Filing in District 
Court 

19-2.5-801

Case Dismissed

Advisement 19-2.5-605

Case Dismissed

successful

transfer denied

reverse-transfer
granted

reverse-transfer
denied

Remain in District 
Court - prosecuted as 

adult 19-2.5-801

Juvenile Assessment 
Summary Report (JASR) 

19-2.5-1108(2)(b) OR 
Pre-Sentence Investigation 
Report (PSIR) 19-2.5-1101 

Juvenile Assessment 
Summary Report (JASR) 

19-2.5-1108(2)(b) OR 
Pre-Sentence Investigation 
Report (PSIR) 19-2.5-1101 
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success

success

unsuccessful

unsuccessful

Qualified Residential Treatment Program* (QRTP)

Initial Placement

The child, juvenile 
or youth, GAL or 
any party objects 
to the placement? 

Initial Review re: 
QRTP Placement 
within 60 days of 

placement 
19-1-115(4)(e)

Initial Review re: 
QRTP Placement 
within 30 days of 

placement 
19-1-115(4)(e)

Qualified 
Individual's 
assessment 
recommends 

QRTP?

No

Yes No Yes

Who Reviews? (19-1-115(4)(e))

Administrative 
Review 
Division 

(ARD) of the 
State 

Department

has juvenile 
been 

committed to 
the Division of 
Youth Services 

(DYS)? 

Juvenile 
Court

yes

no

Parties 
consent to 

ARD 
19-1-115(4)(g)

OR

Time Frame for Initial Review Hearing 
(At any point in case when youth is placed in QRTP)

*See 19-1-103(87.9)

JASR/PSIR may 
be completed 

pre/post 
adjudication but 

must be 
completed 

before 
sentencing



Out of Home 
Placement

Court must 
consider criteria of 
19-2.5-1404, and 

evaluation of 
19-1-107 or 

19-1-115(8)(e)

Commitment to DHS 
19-2.5-1117 (conditional 

combination of sentencing 
w/permanency hearing 

19-2.5-1117(4)(b))

County Jail or 
Community Corrections 

19-2.5-1118

Other Placement 

Juvenile Detention 
19-2.5-1113, 
19-2.5-1123

Sentencing Options per 19-2.5-1103(1) 
Any of the Following Sentences or Combination of 
Sentences:

- Community accountability program (optional condition of probation) (19-2.5-1111)

- Fine (19-2.5-1105)

- Restitution (19-2.5-1104)

- An appropriate treatment program (19-2.5-1122)

- Sex offender surcharge (19-2.5-1103(6))

- Evaluation for restorative justice practices (see 19-2.5-102(45))

-  and/or any of the options provided below 

Special Offender Sentencing 
19-2.5-1103(2), 19-2.5-1126

- Mandatory Sentence Offender
- Repeat Juvenile Offender
- Violent Offender
- Aggravated Juvenile Offender 

19-2.5-1127

Other provisions from 19-2.5-1103:
- Sentence may include parent 

conditions (19-2.5-1110)
- If school attendance is required, 

notice to school is required 
(19-2.5-1103(4))

- Juvenile may be screened for a 
behavioral or mental health 
disorder (19-2.5-1103(7))

Legal custody with relative 
or other suitable person 

19-2.5-1112

Legal custody with the 
County Dept. or child 

placement agency 
19-2.5-1115

In a hospital or other 
suitable facility for receipt of 

special care 19-2.5-1114

Juvenile Parole 
(Mandatory 6 
months parole 

19-2.5-1117(1)(b)) 
19-2.5-1201 to -1206

Community Referral and 
Review 19-2.5-1402

Community Placement 
(see 19-1-103(30))

Parole Discharge 
19-2.5-1203(9)

Permanency Review - 
Youth in Custody of 
County Dept. and in 

Community Placement 
19-2.5-1116(4)(a)

Aftercare

Evaluation and 
Placement 19-2.5-1525

"20 1/2 hearing" 
19-2.5-1127(4); see also 

19-2.5-1203(10)

Probation
19-2.5-1106, 
19-2.5-1108

If Violation

Revocation Hearing 
&  Potential 

Resentencing 
19-2.5-1108(8)

Release 
19-2.5-1108(3)(b)

Graduated 
Responses  

19-2.5-1108(4)

Petition to Revoke 
& Summons 

19-2.5-1108(5)-(6)

Terms & Conditions 
19-2.5-1108(2)

Expungement of 
Records 19-1-306

Discontinue Sex 
Offender Registry 

16-22-113

Sentencing Hearing (within 45 days of 
Adjudicatory Trial 19-2.5-907(3)) 19-2.5-1102

Pre/Post 
Adjudication 

Problem Solving 
Court
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Permanency Review 
19-2.5-1518(1)
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