
GAL

ROLE
GALs represent the best interests of a child.

OBJECTIVES/GOALS/POSITION
A GAL considers what a child wants , but the 

GAL decides what is in the best interests of a 

child.

ROLE
Counsel represents a young person in a 

traditional attorney-client relationship.  

OBJECTIVES/GOALS/POSITION
Counsel advocates for the goals/objectives 

of the young person.  

Counsel

CONFIDENTIALITY CONFIDENTIALITY
In most situations, counsel must keep 

information provided by the young person 

confidential.  

A GAL may share the information provided 

by a child when sharing such information     

is in the best interests of the child.  




