ROLE I ROLE

GALs represent the best interests of a child. Counsel represents a young person in a
traditional attorney-client relationship.

OBJECTIVES/GOALS/POSITION

A GAL considers what a child wants, but the 0 ‘. OBJECTNES/GOALS/POSlTlQN .
GAL decides what is in the best interests of a Counsel advocates for the goals/objectives
child. of the young person.
CONFIDENTIALITY CONFIDENTIALITY

A GAL may share the information provided
by a child when sharing such information
is in the best interests of the child.

In most situations, counsel must keep
information provided by the young person
confidential.




GAL

CONFIDENTIALITY GOVERNED
BY BEST INTERESTS
(PROTECTION UNCLEAR).

e CHILD’S POSITION MUST BE STATED
(BUT NOT
NECCESSARILY ADVOCATED FOR).

ATTORNEY'S ASSESSMENT OF BEST
INTERESTS DIRECTS OBJECTIVES.

DILIGENCE

INVESTIGATION

ADVOCACY

COMMUNICATION

COUNSEL

CLIENT’'S STATED INTERESTS DIREC
OBJECTIVES.

- * CONFIDENTIALITY GOVERNED BY CHILD
' CLIENT AND PROTECTED.

e COUNSEL MUST MAINTAIN AS NORMAL
ATTORNEY-CLIENT RELATIONSHIP AS
POSSIBLE AND ONLY SEEK PROTECTIVE
ACTION IN LIMITED CIRCUMSTANCES

ATTORNEY MUST DILIGENTLY
ADVOCATE FOR CHILD’S POSITION
(VERSUS JUST STATING).




