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Presentation, PowerPoint, and Panel

I. PRESENTATIONS

II. POWERPOINT AND PANEL
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Dependency Cases

Meet with children in placement as soon as 
reasonable but within 30 days of their initial 

appointment and as soon as reasonable but within 30 
days of every change in placement.

Maintain contact and ongoing communication with 
children to continue to assess children’s best 

interests, consider children’s positions, and state 
children’s positions during hearings. 

Delinquency Cases

Personally meet with juveniles as soon as possible 
after appointment in a setting that promotes 

meaningful communication and make diligent efforts 
to personally meet detained juveniles as soon as 

possible but no later than seven days after 
appointment or the date detention commenced.

Maintain ongoing contact and communication with 
juveniles, and such contact should not be limited to 

court appearances.
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“[H]e does a great job 
and […] I just wish I 
could see him more 
than once a month.”  

“My GAL came to see 
me the week of my 
birthday and that 

meant a lot.”

“He was able to 
sit down and 
talk with me.”

“She had little contact with me while I lived in 
[another state]  for almost two years.  She 

never called to see how I was doing.  After I 
came back, she didn’t contact me either.  She 
is only in contact with me when we have our 

PST meetings or absolutely needed.”

“My GAL makes me a 
priority at all times no 

matter what is 
happening in her 

personal life.”

“[Name] almost never 
answered my phone 
calls or questions.  I 

only saw her in court.”

Questions or comments 
about meaningful 
contact with youth?
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“When ascertaining the child’s position regarding issues 
before the court, the GAL shall endeavor to maximize the 
child’s involvement in the court proceedings, when 
consistent with the child’s best interests, by discussing the 
court process, ascertaining whether the child wishes to 
appear in court and identifying and advocating for the 
elimination of barriers to the child’s attendance at court.  
The GAL should conduct a post-hearing follow up with the 
child regarding the outcome of the hearing and, if 
applicable, the child’s experience at the hearing.”

Survey 1

87% of youth indicated 
they attended court at 

least once. 

Survey 2

47% of youth who 
selected D&N case 

reported they always or 
usually attended court.
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FY18-20 Court Observations

15% of children aged five and older 

attended observed hearings.

Youth in Court Report

30% of children aged 12 or older 

attended Permanency Planning and 
Benchmark Hearings between 7/1/19-

3/31/20.
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Questions or comments 
about youth court 
attendance and 
participation?
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Questions or comments 
about representation of 
children/youth?
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