Some Rights of Siblings
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o

lings are brothers, sisters, half-brothers, and haifsleters, Sibings iving In f
ve thé following rights unless the following rights are not In the best interests of a

.'lﬂhe State finds an appropriate, capabie, willing, and available placement for siblings, siblings have the right tobe
placed together in that placemant. =

_ Siblings hgve the right to be placed close to each other,
. When possibls, sblings have the right o be placed In shorttern placements together.

Siblings have the right to have a State caseworker with training sbout the importance of slbling relationships,
i Siblings also have the right to bs placed with foster parents and possible adoptive parents who have such training.

Il When allowed by state or Unlted States laws, siblings have the right to be told about important events In their
K siblings’ fives right away. Important events include placement, placement changes, and leaving foster care,

When appropriate, sibiings have the right to be included in discussions or meetings about each other's future plans,

5;' When siblings can't be placed fogether; siblings have the right to meaningful and repeated contac?,

N Siblings who choose to do so have a right o be a big part of each other's lives and share celebrations such as
L birthdays, graduations, holidays, school and extracurrcular activities, and cultural customs In their language.

! Unless a foster parent asks not to do so, slblings have the right to receive contaot Information for each other once

ayear. This information can include telephone numbers, addresses, social media accounts, and e-mall addresses.
Siblings have the right o recent and repeated photos of each other by mall or e-mall, when appropriate,

Siblings have the right {o more private contact with each other,

When contact between siblings Js not appening of Is limited, siblings have the right to be told why, so long as state

i or Unhied States law afows such information.

; _ Siblings have the ﬂght to expect that thelr guardians d Iitem (GALs) will argue for repsated slbling contact and
visits; unless their GAL investigates sibling contact and visits and dacides i is not In the best interests of a slbling,

A §lb|l'ngs have the right to have sibling contact encouraged when sibiings are placed for adoption or guardianship,

Adult siblings have the right fo be looked at as possible foster parents, adoptive parents, or caretakers,

.- - Many times during a Dependency and Neglect (D&N) case, slbiings have the right to a paper from the State
- _explaining their sibiing rights.

Comments? Questions? Please talk with your GAL!
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