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OPPLA Goal: 42 U.S.C. § 675(5)(C); § 19-3- 702(4) 

 
Black Letter Law and Legal Advocacy: 

 

- Goal is disfavored because it is not considered a permanent placement and the court 

needs a compelling reason to order. 

 

- Only available to youth’s 16 years or older. 

 

- May not be entered as a concurrent permanency goal. 

 

- The department must document “intensive, ongoing, and, as of the date of the hearing, 

unsuccessful efforts” made to return the child home or secure a placement for the child 

with a relative, legal guardian, or adoptive parent. See 42 U.S.C. § 675a(a)(1); see also 12 

CCR 2509-4: 7.301.24(R); § 19-3-702(4)(c). 

 

- Court should ask the child about permanency desires and make a judicial determination 

on the record as to why OPPLA is an appropriate goal. 

 

- Life Skills Hearing 

 

OPPLA Benefits To Youth: 

 

- Medicaid 

o Chafee FCIA 1999 42 U.S.C. 677 allowed for opting in states to extend Medicaid 

to emancipating foster youth until 26 years old. 

 

o The ACA 2010, effective Jan. 1, 2014 REQUIRED foster youth who had 

Medicaid while in foster care and attained age 18 or emancipated from care to 

have Medicaid coverage through age 26. (42 U.S.C. § 1396(a)(10)(IX)  

 

- Education Training Vouchers: 42 U.S.C. § 677 (i) 

o Eligible Youth can qualify for up to $5,000 a year of school related expenses to be 

covered by the state. 

o Eligibility Requirements: 

▪ Currently in foster care, adopted from foster care after turning 16, or 

emancipated from care at 18; 

▪ Citizen or qualified noncitizen; 

▪ Age 17-21; AND 

▪ Has GED or HS diploma and entering or enrolled in vocational or college-

level training 

 

- Chafee Services: 

o Can work with youth up to 21 years old 

o Help with services for housing, education, financial, employment, counseling, and 

other. 
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Other Benefits to Youth Emancipating that DO NOT require an OPPLA Goal: 

 

- Foster Care Youth and FAFSA “ Independent Student” Status 

 

o The College Cost Reduction Act stated an “independent student” as any youth “an 

orphan, in foster care, or a ward of the court at any time when the individual was 

13 years of age or older.” 20 U.S.C. 1087vv(B) (2015). 

 

o Allows youth to apply for FAFSA without having guardians or parents’ financial 

status to be taken into account when calculating financial aid. 

 

- Independent Living Arrangement 

 

o It is a stipend under § 19-1-103(65)  

o Eligibility Requirements: 

▪ Ages 16 – 21, AND 

▪ Child was previously in out-of-home placement or in CORE services 

programs 

o Stipend is determined by the goals of the case plan and contract between youth 

and DHS 

o Independent Living Grants are available under Chafee as well 

 

- Family Unification Program (FUP) Housing Voucher 

 

o Voucher allows individual to rent from any landlord 

o Youth must pay 30%-40% of their adjusted monthly income to rent 

o Balance is paid by the FUP voucher 

o Eligibility Requirements: 

▪ Ages 18-21 

▪ Was in foster care on or after 16th birthday 

▪ Currently lack adequate housing 

 

- Chafee Foster Care Independence Act 

 

o Eligibility Categories: 

▪ Available to youth 14-18 who have been in out-of-home care for 

minimum of 6 months (note: does not have to be consecutive months) 

▪ Youth turning 18 while in out-of-home placement 

▪ Youth 16-21 what meet the requirements of Relative Guardianship 

(RGAP) 

▪ Youth meeting requirements of adoption assistance age 16-21, and entered 

into adoption after 16 years old; OR 

▪ Youth 18-21, who were in out-of-home care on their 18th birthday 

o Services Available: 

▪ Help with obtaining a HS Diploma 
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▪ Vocational Training 

▪ Employment preparation (resumes, mock interviews, job hunt) 

▪ Substance abuse prevention 

▪ Preventative health 

▪ Mentoring 

▪ Extended Medicaid 

▪ Authorization for financial, housing, counseling, employment, 

educational, and other services 18-21 

▪ Community resources 

 

Sibling Contact 

  

- Preservation of sibling contact with siblings have different permanency goals. 

- Under Colorado HB 19 -1288, Foster Youth Sibling Bill of Rights, foster youth have a 

right to sibling contact if in different placements.  Including but not limited to: phone 

calls, holidays, birthdays, sports events, school events, regular occurring visits. 

 

Unaccompanied Refugee Minor (URM) Cases 

 

- Many URM youth do not have available parents or guardians due to death, displacement, 

or abuse/neglect. 

- Often these youth have been essentially emancipated and have been taking care of 

themselves for years before being relocated to the U.S. 

 

Other Considerations as GAL 

 

- Employment 

- Long-term Community Connections 

- Mental Health Resources and Access 

- Fiscal Responsibility and Stability 

- Substance Use 

- Maturity of Client 

- Problem-Solving 

 


