COLORADO DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT TIMELINES

This document provides a general overview of the D&N process & general rules for D&N timelines.  Local courts may schedule more or fewer hearing types. In certain circumstances, CJD 96-08(4) may be used to argue for or against continuances of D&N hearings.  Please see the GRID for additional information.  

Expedited Permanency Planning (EPP) timelines apply when a child named on a D&N Petition is younger than six at the time of the filing of the petition. §19-3-104.  If appropriate, EPP hearings must include all children residing in same household whose placement is subject to the D&N. Id.  
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VERBAL ORDER








 PRELIMINARY PROTECTIVE PROCEEDING


Verbal order must be reviewed w/in 24-72 business hours. §§19-3-403 & 19-3-405.











EPP CASES: 


Adjudicatory hearing must occur w/in 60 days of service of petition unless court finds best interests of child will be served by delay. §19-3-505(3).  Court must set forth specific reason delay is necessary. Id. Court must schedule hearing at earliest possible time following delay. Id.  





PRETRIAL 


HEARING








NON-EPP CASES:


Adjudicatory Hearing must occur w/in 90 days of service of petition. §19-3-505(3).  





ADJUDICATORY 


HEARING





DISPOSITIONAL HEARING








NON-EPP CASES: Dispositional decree must be entered w/in 45 days of adjudication unless court finds best interest of child will be served by delay.  §19-3-508(1). Court must set forth reasons delay is necessary & minimum amount of time needed to resolve such reasons. Id. Court must schedule hearing at earliest possible time following delay. Id.  





EPP CASES: 


Dispositional decree must be entered w/in 30 days of adjudication unless good cause is shown & court finds best interests of child will be served by delay. §19-3-508(1). Court must set forth reasons delay is necessary & minimum amount of time needed to resolve such reasons. Id. Court must schedule hearing at earliest possible time following delay.  Id.  








PERMANENCY PLANNING HEARING(S)


Initial PPH must occur within 90 days of the initial dispositional decree or within 12 months of out-of-home placement, whichever happens first. 42 U.S.C. § 675(5)(C) & §19-3-702(1)(a).    


Subsequent PPHs must occur at least every 6 months. §19-3-702(1)(a).  





EPP CASES: 


At PPH immediately prior to 12 months after child’s out-of-home placement, court must find whether child is in placement that can provide legal permanency. §19-3-702(5)(c).   





PERIODIC REVIEW(S)


W/in 90 days of Dispositional Hearing if disposition was out-of-home placement. §19-3-507(4).   


At least every 6 months. §19-3-702.5(1).
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