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Some Consequences of Safety Confusion 

Unnecessary ________ 
and/or unnecessarily 

prolonged 
___________________ 

placements.

Unnecessary restrictions 
on ____________ and/or 

unnecessarily 
prolonged restrictions 

on ____________.  

Racial and Ethnic 
Disproportionality

“Discretion is the rule.  And when such 
wide discretion exists, we know that 
both implicit and explicit bias can 
significantly affect the decisions that 
are made.  In similar circumstances, 
Black children are thought to be at 
greater risk of abuse than white children.  
And behavior that’s accepted as normal 
in affluent, white neighborhoods –
smoking a joint, co-sleeping with your 
child, or leaving a 10-year-old home 
alone – can be grounds for taking a child 
in a Black neighborhood.”

Vivek Sankaran, With Child Welfare, Racism is Hiding in the Discretion, 
June 21, 2020 available at https://chronicleofsocialchange.org/child-
welfare-2/with-child-welfare-racism-is-hiding-in-the-discretion/44616. 
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Racial Disproportionality in Colorado’s Child 
Welfare System - 2017

White Hispanic Black

% of Colorado’s child population 56% 31% 4%

% of Colorado children in foster care
on 9/30/2017

43% 39% 11%

Children’s Bureau, Child Welfare Outcomes Report Data, available at 
https://cwoutcomes.acf.hhs.gov/cwodatasite/pdf/colorado.html#footnote4.
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Child Safety: A Guide for Judges and Lawyers

• Therese Roe Lund, MSSW, National Resource Center for Child 
Protective Services

• Jennifer Renne, JD, National Resource Center on Legal and 
Judicial Issues

Available at 
http://www.ct.gov/ccpa/lib/ccpa/ABA_Child_Safety_Manual_june
32009.pdf
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SAFETY THREE-STEP

1.

__________________

INFO.

2.

ANALYZE INFO. TO 

ASSESS FOR SAFETY

3.

PLAN

FOR SAFETY

1.  COLLECT INFO

6 Crucial Questions
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2.  ANALYZE INFO. TO ASSESS FOR SAFETY

If there is a 

threat of 
danger

to which  the 
child is 

vulnerable

and a parent has 

insufficient 
protective 
capacities 
to manage that 
threat

then the child 

is unsafe.

3.  PLAN FOR SAFETY.

In
-H

o
m

e
 S

a
fe

ty
 P

la
n

Contains 
concrete tasks 
for controlling 
the threats of 
danger so the 
child can be 
placed at home. 

O
u

t-
o

f-
H

o
m

e
 S

a
fe

ty
 P

la
n

Contains clear 
conditions for 
return.  

C
a

se
 P

la
n

Plan for case 
closure.
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