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ENGAGING

YOUTH

EMPOWERING

'olorado Office of the
hild’s Representative

| E&EY GOALS

* Provide children a voice in legal
systems through effective
attorney services and advocacy;
and

* Ensure youth voice and
interests are paramount in the
development of law, policy, and
practice.
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|E&EY ACTION STEPS

* Support GALs’ application of
the youth-centered
requirements of Chief Justice
Directive (CID) 04-06; and

* Collect youth feedback and use
youth feedback in GAL
evaluations and in the
development of law, policy, and
practice.

SEVEN MAJOR

YOUTH-CENTERED
REQUIREMENTS
OF CJD 04-06
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1. BEST INTEREST DETERMINATIONS

Every GALs’ best interest
determination must
include developmentally
appropriate
consultations with
children and
considerations of

children’s positions. cib
04-06.V.B.

COLORADO YOUTH SAY...

“My opinion matters no matter what.”

“My GAL asked me where | wanted to go... a group home or foster
home. They could not find a group home in [one city], so put mein a
foster home in [another city]. It made me feel good when | had a
choice.”

“My GAL looked at my charges and made assumptions about what my
GAL had to do. My GAL goes for one thing with all kids. My GAL did
not ask me what | wanted. She treats all cases the same.”
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2. INITIAL CONTACT

D&N Cases: GALs must meet with
children in placement as soon as
reasonable but within 30 days of their
initial appointment. CJD 04-06.V.D.4.a.

Delinquency Cases: GALs must [ ~
personall)/ meet with juveniles as soon a

as possible after appointmentin a ' L} f‘

setting that promotes meaningful

communication and make diligent

efforts to personally meet detained

juveniles as soon as possible but no
later than seven days after
appointment or the date detention
commenced. CID 04-06.V.E.1. and
commentary.

What will you do to ensure
timely initial contact with
children?
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3. CHANGE IN PLACEMENT VISITS

GALs appointed in
D&N cases must meet
with children as soon
as reasonable but
within 30 days of
every change in

placement. cipos-
06.v.D.5.a.

COLORADO YOUTH SAY...

"DID YOUR GAL VISIT YOU IN EVERY ONE OF YOUR PLACEMENTS
DURING YOUR CASE?"
170 RESPONSES | YOUTH COULD SELECT NONE, ONE, OR MULTIPLE CASE TYPES

Any Case Type (170) Yes, 78% No, 22%

D&N Selected (115) Yes, 81% No, 19%

Delinquency Selected (63) Yes, 70%
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4. ONGOING CONTACT

D&N Cases: GALs must maintain
contact and ongoin
communication with children to
continue to assess children’s best
interests, consider children’s
positions, and state children’s

positions during hearings. CID 04-
06.V.D.5.b.

Delinquency Cases: GALs must
maintain ongoing contact and
communication with juveniles,
and such contact should not be
limited to court appearances. CID
04-06.V.E.4 and commentary.
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COLORADO YOUTH SAY...

WHAT WERE THE BEST WAYS YOUR GAL GOT TO KNOW YOU?
MULTIPLE SELECTIONS ALLOWED | 336 RESPONSES IN 177 SURVEYS

Talked with me in person
Talked with me on the phone
Texted with me

Emailed me

Saw me during visits with my family members

Other
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COLORADO YOUTH SAY...

WHAT WERE THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS YOU TALKED WITH YOUR GAL ABOUT?
MULTIPLE SELECTIONS ALLOWED | 620 RESPONSES IN 177 SURVEYS

The people who are important to me

My school/education

The services | was in (like therapy or treatment)
My visits with my parent(s), siblings, or others
Where | was living or wanted to live

My future: what | wanted to be or do

Other

COLORADO YOUTH SAY...

"HOW OFTEN DID YOU HAVE CONTACT
WITH YOUR GAL?"
YOUTH COULD SELECT ONE OR MORE CASE TYPES

Other

1 time every 3 months
m 1 time every 2 months
W 1time a month

m More than 1time a month

17%

D&N Selected (109) Delinquency Selected (58)
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COLORADO YOUTH SAY...

“My GAL came to see me the week of my birthday and that meant a
lot.”

“She talked to me, took me out to eat and talk and made sure | had her
contact information.” “l wish [name] talked to me more.”

“[H]e does a great job and [...] | just wish to see him more than once a
month .”

How will you contact and
maintain contact with
children?

16
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5. CHILDREN’S POSITIONS

GALs appointed in

D&N cases must state

children’s positions

during hearings unless

children indicate they

do not want their GAL y |
I
S

to do so. cJD04-06V.D.1.

COLORADO YOUTH AND OCR COURT
OBSERVATIONS INDICATE...

In a recent survey, 74% of youth who indicated that they had their GAL
on a D&N case indicated their GAL always or usually told the judge
what they wanted.

During Fiscal Years 2018-19 and 2019-20, OCR observed 61% of GALs
stating the positions of youth aged five and older.
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What will you do to
remember to state children’s
positions in court?

6.

CHILDREN IN D&N COURT

GALs appointed in D&N cases
shall “endeavor to maximize the
child’s involvement in the court
proceedings, when consistent
with the child’s best interests, by

* discussing the court process,

* ascertaining whether the child
wishes to appear in court, and

* identifying and advocating for
the elimination of barriers to
the child’s attendance at court.”

Commentary to CID 04-06.V.D.1.

7/7/2020
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CARES DATA AND COLORADO YOUTH SAY...

CARES data indicates 30% of children aged 12 or older attended
Permanency Planning and Benchmark Hearings between July 1, 2019,
and March 31, 2020.

In a recent survey, 47% of youth who indicated that they had their GAL
on a D&N case indicated that they always or usually attended court.

In that same survey, 46% of youth who did not always want to attend
court indicated that their D&N GAL did not ask them why they did not
want to go to court.

How will you discuss court
processes and court attendance
with children? What resources
can you use?

22
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COLORADO YOUTH SAY...

WHY DID YOU NOT WANT TO GO TO COURT?
MULTIPE SELECTIONS PERMITTED
58 RESPONSES IN 50 SURVEYS WITH D&N SELECTED AS CASE TYPE

35%

I'didn’t want to see | felt like | should be | felt like the adults in | felt like the adults in
one or both of my in school instead  my case don't really my case don't listen
parents in court want me to come to to me
court

COLORADO YOUTH SAY...

"WHY DID YOU NOT WANT TO GO TO COURT?"
20 RESPONSES IN 20 SURVEYS WITH JD SELECTED AS CASE TYPE

ally want me to come to court

jon't listen to me
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How can you advocate for the
elimination of barriers to
children attending court?

7. CHILDREN AFTER D&N COURT

GALs appointed in
D&N cases are
encouraged to conduct
post-hearing follow-
ups regarding
outcomes and the

child’s experience.
Commentary to CJD 04-
06.V.D.1.

7/7/2020
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COLORADO YOUTH SAY...

In a recent survey, 64% of youth who indicated that
they had a GAL on a D&N case and 78% of youth who
indicated they had a GAL on a delinquency case
indicated their GAL always or usually talked with them
about what happened in court.

https://youtu.be/kGusdOHKvtY
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https://youtu.be/kGusd0HKvtY

