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Welcome!

The “why” behind school stability

The basics of the federal and state statutes
Best interest determination meetings
Transportation

Special education considerations
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Welcome to the 2020-21
school year!




think that a lot of times kids go into
foster care, any amount of control is
immediately stripped away from them.

It’s not a choice and it’s never a
process. It’s like one night you go to
sleep, and the next day you wake up
and everything is different”

How many students are we talking about?
Approx. 3000-5000 students statewide

Why school stability matters

26.6%
Graduation
Rate

38.5%
Completion
Rate

6.9% Dropout
Rate

5-7 Year Grad and
Completion rates
go up to 45 and
55%
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Barriers for students in foster care

Flattening the College Curve:

Barriers on the Path to Postsecondary Matriculation and Persistence
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Foster Care Legal Milestones
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The basics...

ESSA and Colorado Foster Care Provisions

ESSA Colorado
+ Remain n the Same School When
the Chile's Best Interest * Fees waived
+ Immediate Envoliment in School and
it oy ot « Child Welfare Education
+ School Transportation When Necessary P Liaison (CWEL)—name
+ Point of Contact Deslgrated Within provided on Consolidated
State Educational Agency App
* Local Educational Agency Pont of * Transportation funding
ith HB 18-
+ Required Data colection (new with HB 18-1306)
+ Removalof “Awating Foster Care * Requires records to be
Placement’” from the MeKinney-Venta sent within 5 school days
Homeless Assistance Act (new with HB 18-1306)
+ Fosterstudents ategorically efigile for
free hurch




» Immediate means immediate!

» Special education considerations 3

Considerations for GALs

oo
Learning modalities during COVID

School safety considerations during in-person learning

* “Stepping down” from a restrictive setting

Best Interest
Determination Meetings

Best interest decisions require gathering quality
information from a number of sources.

mp often in a short period of time, and

mp while other critical events are occurring
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Considerations for GALs

* Talk to your child/youth.

¢ Talk to the parent or caregiver.

* Get school records and review them.

* Beaware as you connect with the child/youth and the
people that surround them.

¢ Understand the protections that federal and state law
provide,

* Don't be afraid of to ask questions and don’t be afraid to
change directions if what your doing does not work.

* If you don’t have enough information, figure out how to
getit.

Best Interest Determination Meetings:

Caseworker

Who is at the table and what is their

Note: Ideally the child’s whole system and the potential receiving school should attend the meeting (e.g. CASA, foster parent, etc.)

Transportation to
of Origin
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Ideally...

Child staysin the same school with transportation
provided, arranged and funded to the school of origin for
the duration of time in foster care.

School of origin

iy ’IO
[ ———
Child has a initial or change in placement >
New foster care
Child’s home placement (in a different
(located in the school district)

school of origin E @
school district)
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But if a school change is being

considered...

Best Interest Determination Meeting:

+  The child/youth’s wishes

Time and distance the child/youth will need to travel to
the school of origin

School of origin  * The childs peer and trusted adult elationshipsat the

School district where

school of origin foster home is located
* Academic needs and progress t
8y + Any other consideration that is unique to the child/youth |
Child’s in-
district home Child’s new

foster home E@
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When a school change is necessary

School of origin

New School

School A and the BID team should make sure: School B Should:
« Complete records are sent before the Ensure immediate enrollment
student starts school at School B Make sure the right people are at the school
Arrange a transfer meeting and ideally meet to help the child feel welcomed and safe
before the child leaves School A for School B Ensure fees are waived
Talk to the new school about the child’s « Ensure child receives free meals at school
interests, struggles, and academic progress Provide access to extracurricular activities
Make a meaningful transition plan Assess any academic gaps/needs and make a

child-centered plan
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So how long does this go on?

There is no set time limit. Permanency plans should be discussed
along the way, and the child's voice is always the most
important, but the child is entitled to remain in their school of
origin for the duration of their time in placement.
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Who pays?

County that has Custody of
Child/Youth

School District of Origin

School District where Foster’
Placement is Located

¥ ot
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Transportation Federal Legal Obligations

From the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as
amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015:

Each local educational agency shall “collaborate with the state or
local child welfare agency to ... implement clear written procedures
governing how transportation to maintain children in foster care in
their school of origin when in their best interest will be provided,
arranged, and funded for the duration of the time in foster care,
which procedures shall ensure that children in foster care needing
transportation to the school of origin will promptly receive
transportation in a cost-effective manner and ... ensure that, if there
are additional costs incurred in providing transportation to maintain
children in foster care in their schools of origin, the local
educational agency will provide transportation to the school of origin
if ... the local educational agency and the local child welfare agency
agree to share the cost of such transportation.” (ESEA 1112(c)(5))

e
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Transportation State Legal Obligations

“School districts and the state charter school
institute shall coordinate with county
departments to establish systems-level plans for
how necessary transportation to the school of
origin is provided, arranged, and funded for the
duration of a child or youth’s time as a student in
out-of-home placement, including the equitable
allocation of costs.” (CRS 22-32-138(10))

B 2
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Foster Care Transportation in Colorado

The state of Colorado has set aside $2.7 million to pay for foster student transportation.
Transportation costs are reimbursed according to an 80/20 state/local split.

With these reimbursements,
schools and counties are
generally paying only 10% of
costs incurred for
transportation

How do schools accommodate
students with disabilities?

e &
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Basics of Special Education

Federal laws for the education of students with disabilities
are established in the Individuals with Disabilities
Educational Act (IDEA) and supported in Colorado by the
state Exceptional Children’s Educational Act (ECEA)

Plans for educating students with disabilities are set forth
in one of two types of plans: an Individualized Education
Program/Plan (IEP) or a 504 Plan

These plans establish what actions a school must take to
accommodate the students educational needs as a result
of their disability

Because they are rooted in federal law, IEPs, 504s, and the way
districts treat them will be fairly standard from school to school and
even from state to state
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Who makes special education decisions?

A parent must request and consent to an evaluation for special
educational services, attend meetings to determine
accommodations, and sign off on the final IEP or 504

According to special education law in Colorado, the following
people could serve as parent:

A biological or adoptive parent + An individual acting in the place of a
A foster parent parent

A guardian authorized to make * An Educational Surrogate Parent
educational decisions assigned by the school

If more than one of these are available, priority is given to the
biological or adopted parent

If court has appointed someone to make educational decisions,
that person will take priority
26

How does a student get evaluated?

A parent requests that a school evaluate their child for
special educational services

The school district must complete the evaluation within 60
days of the initial request

The initial IEP must be developed within 90 days of the
parental consent for evaluation

Parents have students have various avenues for alternative
evaluations or appeals of district decisions if there is
disagreement about the results of the evaluation

3 :
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Updates and Reevaluation

* Astudent’s IEP must be reviewed annually with a
team that includes educators, parents, the student,
and other stakeholders

» Every three years, the student must undergo a full
reevaluation for disability and services

» Any significant change that might affect a student’s
educational services warrants and update of the
IEP, including changes in schools and other changes
in within the school that may affect the
accommodations listed in the |EP
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pi
IEPs can affect school placements

» A school must always decide whether they are able
to meet the educational needs outlined in the IEP
within the building

+ If a student has significant needs, the district may
determine that they need a specialized program in
another school building or at a facility school

» The provisions of the IEP also therefore determine
which school placements would be possible at the
time a student transfers enrollment from one
district to another
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Ensuring School Stability

BID Process, Transportation, Inmediate
Enroliment, Regular Collaboration

Supporting School Success

Technology, Access,

Academic Supports
EIaa=m, for Students (L.
Attendance, and ‘Sutori
Meals oring)

Supporting
Foster Families

Impact of COVID on =
Grades, Graduation Trauma and Social llt;eung | eev;d“shnl
Requirements, and Emotional Learning Disabiliies

Grade Promotion
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