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Case Number: [##]JV[##]
Division: [##]

	THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

[NAME(S)],
                                                                                               [Child/Children/Youth/Youths],

And Concerning,

[NAME(S)],

Respondent[s].

	

	[Name]
Guardian ad litem for the [Child/Children/Youth/Youths Name(s)]

[Street address]
[City], Colorado [zip code]
Phone: [###-###-####]
Fax: [###-###-####]
E-mail: [aaa@bbb.ccc]                                Atty. Reg.#: [#####]


	

	GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S PETITION FOR REVIEW 

OF MAGISTRATE’S FINDINGS AND ORDERS




[Name], Guardian ad litem (GAL) for the [Child/Children/Youth/Youths (Name(s)], respectfully submits this Petition for Review of Magistrate’s Findings and Orders (“Petition”) pursuant to Colorado Revised Statute 19-1-108(5.5) (2019).  In support, this GAL states: 

FACTS
[State all facts supporting your Petition.  The following paragraphs are examples of what you may want to state, but the following paragraphs are not all-inclusive and they may be irrelevant to your case.  Edit as necessary.]  
1. On or about [Month ##, 20##], Magistrate [Name] (“Magistrate”) held a [type of hearing] in this case.
2. The evidence included the following: 
a. [List the evidence]; 
b. [Ditto]; and 
c. [Ditto].
3. The Magistrate’s findings included the following: 
a. [State findings]; 
b. [Ditto]; and 
c. [Ditto].
4. The Magistrate’s orders included the following: 
a. [State erroneous orders]; 
b. [Order]; and 
c. [Order]. 
LAW
1. Petitions for review must state the magistrate’s alleged errors with specificity and clearly set forth the grounds relied upon.  C.R.M. 7(a)(7) (2019); § 19-1-108(5.5), C.R.S (2019).    
2. Review is solely upon the record of the hearing before the magistrate.  § 19-1-108(5.5), C.R.S.  A reviewing judge may adopt, modify, or reject a magistrate’s findings and orders; conduct further proceedings; take additional evidence; order a new trial/hearing; and/or remand the case to a different magistrate.  C.R.M. 7(a)(8); § 19-1-108(5.5), C.R.S.  A reviewing judge must adopt, reject, or modify the magistrate’s order.  C.R.M. 7(a)(10).  

3. [Select applicable standard(s) of review.]  Findings of fact are subject to the clearly erroneous standard of review.  C.R.M. 7(a)(9).  Questions of law are reviewed de novo.  People in Interest of J.G., 370 P.3d 1151, 1157 (Colo. 2016).
4. [State all law applicable to the specific issues presented in your Petition.  Sources of law include the GRID, Westlaw, and/or the Litigation Support Team.]

5. The Colorado Supreme Court declared that “[t]he overriding purpose of the Children’s Code is to protect the welfare and safety of Colorado children by providing procedures through which their best interests can be served.”  L.G. v. People, 890 P.2d 647, 654 (Colo. 1995).   In dependency and neglect (D&N) actions, “the safety of the Colorado child, and not the custodial interest of the parent, is the paramount concern.”  Id. at 655.   
ARGUMENT

[State all arguments supporting your Petition.  Recall that, pursuant to the law stated above, petitions must state the magistrate’s alleged errors with specificity and clearly set forth the grounds relied upon.]

6. The Magistrate erred in finding [what] because [why].
7. The Magistrate erred in ordering [what] because [why].

WHEREFORE, this GAL respectfully requests that this Court find that the Magistrate erred in [finding/ordering what], and order [what.  For example, the Magistrate’s finding/order stating/requiring (what) modified to state (what), the Magistrate’s finding/order stating/requiring (what) stricken, this case remanded to Magistrate (Name) to conduct further proceedings regarding (what), this case remanded to Magistrate (Name) to take additional evidence regarding (what), and/or this case remanded to Magistrate (Name) for a new trial/hearing regarding (what)].    






RESPECTFULLY submitted this # day of Month, year. 
________________________________________________

[Name]  

Guardian ad litem 
CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Guardian ad Litem’s Petition for Review of Magistrate’s Findings and Orders was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [## day of Month, 20##], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) the document was sent to, with address(es) sent to.] 






____________________________________







[Name]
	DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] COUNTY, COLORADO

[Street address]
[City], Colorado [zip code]


	COURT USE ONLY


Case Number: [##]JV[##]
Division: [##]

	THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

[NAME(S)],
                                                                                               [Child/Children/Youth/Youths],

And Concerning,

[NAME(S)],

Respondent[s].

	

	ORDER REGARDING GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S PETITION 

FOR REVIEW OF MAGISTRATE’S FINDINGS AND ORDERS



THIS COURT, having reviewed the Guardian ad litem’s (“GAL”) Petition for Review of Magistrate’s Findings and Orders (“Petition”) and the Court file, having heard any evidence presented and considered the statements of the parties and their counsel, and being fully advised HEREBY FINDS:

1. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this case and the parties to this case.  

2. The GAL’s Petition is well-founded and supported by the law and/or evidence.
3. On or about [Month ##, 20##], Magistrate [Name] erred in [finding/ordering what because why].  
THEREFORE, THIS COURT HEREBY ORDERS:

1. The Petition is granted.
2. [Draft applicable orders.  For example, the Magistrate’s finding/order stating/requiring (what) modified to state (what), the Magistrate’s finding/order stating/requiring (what) stricken, this case remanded to Magistrate (Name) to conduct further proceedings regarding (what), this case remanded to Magistrate (Name) to take additional evidence regarding (what), and/or this case remanded to Magistrate (Name) for a new trial/hearing regarding (what)].    
DONE this ____________________ day of _______________________, 20[##].






BY THIS COURT








____________________________________







JUDGE [NAME]
This Court returned a true and correct copy of this Order to the Guardian ad litem for distribution of this Order to the parties via the below Certificate of Delivery or Mailing.







____________________________________

[Name]
CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Order Regarding Guardian ad Litem’s Petition for Review of Magistrate’s Findings and Orders was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [##] day of [Month, 20##], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) the document was sent to, with address(es) sent to.]






____________________________________







[Name]
3/3/2020

