
	DISTRICT/JUVENILE COURT, NAME OF COUNTY, COLORADO

Address

City, Colorado ZIP Code 
	COURT USE ONLY


Case Number: YRJV##

Division:   #

	THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

NAME(S) OF CHILD(REN),

                                                                                               Child(REN),

And Concerning,

NAME(S) OF RESPONDENT(S),

                                                                                   Respondent(S).
	

	ORDER APPOINTING GUARDIAN AD LITEM 

IN A DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT MATTER



Pursuant to the authorities stated below, THIS COURT HEREBY FINDS AND ORDERS:
1. NAME is hereby appointed as the Guardian ad litem (GAL) for the following Child(REN), NAME(S), in this dependency and neglect (D&N) action:  

Name: 
___________________________________
D.O.B.: __________________ 

Name: 
___________________________________
D.O.B.: __________________ 

Name: 
___________________________________
D.O.B.: __________________ 

Name: 
___________________________________
D.O.B.: __________________ 

§§ 19-1-111(1), 19-3-203(1), C.R.S. (2019); Chief Justice Directive (CJD) 04-06(III)(A) (2019).
2. The GAL’s current business address and telephone number are as follows:

Address:
____________________________________________________________

Telephone:
____________________________________________________________
3. The GAL shall represent and protect the best interests of the Child(REN), NAME(S).  § 19-3-203(3), C.R.S.; CJD 04-06(V)(B).
4. The GAL shall participate in these dependency and neglect proceedings as a party.  § 19-1-111(3), C.R.S.
5. The GAL shall comply with all requirements of Colorado Revised Statute section 19-3-203(3), which includes investigating as the GAL deems necessary to ascertain the facts. 
6. The GAL shall cooperate with any CASA(s) assigned to this case.  § 19-1-111(5), C.R.S. 
7. The GAL shall comply with the requirements of Chief Justice Directive 04-06(V)(D) (2016).  § 19-1-111(6), C.R.S.  These requirements include, but are not limited to:
a. consulting with the Child(REN) in a developmentally appropriate manner and considering the Child(REN)’s position regarding the disposition of the matter before the court;
b. attending all court hearings and advocating for the best interests of the Child(REN);   
b. filing reports; 
c. taking actions within the scope of a GAL’s statutory authority and following the ethical obligations necessary to represent the best interests of the Child(REN); 
d. conducting a timely independent investigation, which includes:

i. reviewing court files and relevant records, reports, and documents; and
ii. obtaining first-hand information from individuals to assess and serve the best interests of the Child(REN), including caseworkers, Court-Appointed Special Advocates (CASAs), relatives, school personnel,
 therapists,
 and treatment providers;

e. performing an ongoing independent investigation as necessary to represent the best interests of the Child(REN); and 
f. ensuring that the best interests of the Child(REN) are represented on appeal.
CJD 04-06(V)(D)(1)-(6). 
8. The GAL and the GAL’s representative(s) shall have access to the Child(REN).  § 19-3-203(3), C.R.S.; CJD 04-06(V)(B), (D)(4)(a), (D)(5)(a), (D)(5)(b), and Commentary.   
9. The GAL and the GAL's representative(s) shall have access to the following information and documentation:
a. “[S]ignificant developments in the case, particularly prior to further [. . . D&N] court appearances.”  § 19-3-203(2), C.R.S..    
b. To the extent possible, notice of any change in placement prior to any change in placement, so the GAL may request an emergency hearing regarding placement.  § 19-3-213(1)(a), C.R.S. (2019).   
c. All reports relevant to this case “submitted to or made by any agency or person pursuant to” Article 3 of Title 19.  § 19-3-203(2), C.R.S.; see also § 19-1-307(2)(d), C.R.S. (2019) (requiring GAL access to abuse or neglect records and reports pertaining to a child who is a minor or otherwise incompetent.)       

d. Law enforcement, social services, and child protection records involving the Child(REN), including but not limited to “reports of examination of the child or persons responsible for the neglect or dependency of the child.”  § 19-3-203(2), C.R.S.; see also CJD 04-06(V)(D)(4)(d). 
e. Reports of fingerprint-based criminal history record checks obtained by the county department from the Colorado bureau of investigation and from the federal bureau of investigation.  § 19-3-203(2), C.R.S. 
f. Names and addresses of potential placements and potential adoptive homes identified for the Child(REN).  CJD 04-06(V)(D)(4)(d) (2016) (requiring GALs to review “court files and relevant records, reports, and documents”); People in Interest of M.C.P., 768 P.2d 1253, 1256 (Colo. App. 1988) (noting that the GAL was entitled to the name and address of the adoptive home where the child was placed so the GAL could prepare a written report with recommendations for the best disposition of the child).
g. Any court records involving the child and his or her parents in a domestic relations, truancy, delinquency, probate, or criminal matter, including any Parental Responsibility Evaluation/s.  §§ 19-1-304(7)(c), 19-1-307(2.3)(c), C.R.S. (2019); CJD 04-06(V)(D)(4)(d). 
h. The Affidavit of Relatives submitted by respondents and all diligent search results completed by the Department and/or its contractors.  § 19-3-403(3.6)(a)(III), C.R.S. (2019); CJD 04-06(V)(D)(4)(d-f).
DONE this ________________ day of



, 20___


BY THIS COURT
___________________________________







            JUDGE/MAGISTRATE_______________
This Court returned a true and correct copy of this Order to the Guardian ad litem for distribution of this Order to the parties via the below Certificate of Delivery or Mailing.

















____________________________________

NAME

CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Order was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this # day of Month, Year, duly addressed as follows:

Name(s) of individual(s) the document was sent to, with address(es) sent to






____________________________________







NAME 
� The Federal Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) does not apply to such first-hand information.  20 U.S.C. § 1232g(a)(4)(A)(i-ii) (2019) (defining the educational records protected by FERPA); see also United States Department of Education, FERPA General Guidance for Parents, � HYPERLINK "http://familypolicy.ed.gov/content/ferpa-general-guidance-parents" �� HYPERLINK "https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/parents.html" �https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/parents.html�� (last visited December 17, 2019)) (stating, “FERPA generally prohibits the improper disclosure of personally identifiable information derived from education records. Thus, information that an official obtained through personal knowledge or observation, or has heard orally from others, is not protected under FERPA. This remains applicable even if education records exist which contain that information, unless the official had an official role in making a determination that generated a protected education record.”)    


� The GAL’s access to information from the Child[ren]’s therapist[s] shall be as outlined in L.A.N. v. L.M.B., 292 P.3d 942, 947, 948-50 (Colo. 2013). 
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