



	[DISTRICT OR JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] COUNTY, COLORADO

[STREET ADDRESS]

[CITY,] CO [zip code]
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of

[NAMES],

Children,

And Concerning,

[NAMES],

Respondents.
	( COURT USE ONLY(

	[Name], #[#####]
Guardian ad litem
[Street Address]

[City], CO [zip code]
Phone: [###-###-####]
Email: [aaaaa@bbbbbb.ccc]                               


	Case Number: [##]JV[###]
Division: [##]


	FORTHWITH MOTION TO AUTHORIZE TRAVEL 




HEREBY COMES the Guardian ad Litem (GAL) for the minor children [Names] and motions this Court to authorize upcoming out-of-state travel for the girls. 

C.R.C.P. 121, § 1-15, ¶ 8 Certification: Undersigned counsel certifies that she has consulted with the County Attorney and Respondent Parents’ Attorneys.  The County Attorney, on behalf of [Name] County Department of Housing and Human Services, objects to this request.  Counsel for Respondent Father states that [Name] does not object to the travel.  Counsel for Respondent [Name] has not provided a position.
1. [NAMES] have been placed with their foster family since [date]. 
2. The foster family has a summer beach trip planned to [location] for [dates].  This vacation was booked several months ago and the foster family discussed the trip at that time with prior caseworker [Name].  The trip has been arranged to include [NAMES], the foster parents, and [NAMES’] two foster siblings. 
3. The foster family was informed on [date] that [Name] CDHHS would not be permitting any travel for foster kids throughout the summer. 

4. The Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act of 2014 sets forth standards supporting normalcy and reasonable and prudent parenting for foster youth and foster care providers.  These standards were passed to ensure that foster youth would not have to miss out on everyday experiences and relationships with families and friends as a result of requirements imposed by child welfare systems.
5. The normalcy requirements in the Strengthening Families Act emphasize that young people in foster care deserve access to the same opportunities and experiences as all other young people in their community.   This can include participating in extracurricular activities despite liabilities involved, attending sleepovers with friends without having to run a background check, and going on trips with their foster families. 
6. Under the Strengthening Families Act, foster care providers are given greater authority to make regular parenting decisions about what is safe and appropriate for youth in foster care, to provide a more normal childhood experience.  Restrictive child welfare policies that limit a foster youth’s access to normalcy are not in the child’s best interest because they do not serve the child’s social-emotional needs and desire to feel like they have access to the same opportunities as their peers. 

7. To promote normalcy for foster youth, the Strengthening Families Act applies a reasonable and prudent parenting standard. “The ‘Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard’ means the standard characterized by careful and sensible parental decisions that maintain the health, safety, and best interests of a child while at the same time encouraging the emotional and developmental growth of the child, that a caregiver shall use when determining whether to allow a child in foster care under the responsibility of the State to participate in extracurricular, enrichment, cultural and social activities.” — Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act of 2014, section 111.
8. If [NAMES] are not permitted to attend this trip, they will have to be placed in respite care while their foster family enjoys their beach vacation without them.  This would be devastating to [NAMES] and would create the very absence of normalcy due to restrictive child welfare policies for children in foster care that the Strengthening Families Act was designed to address.  The children have been looking forward to the trip since January and talk about it almost daily with excitement. It is unconscionable to imagine placing [NAMES] in a new and strange household with a respite family they are not familiar with while their foster family enjoys the trip they have been looking forward to for months without them.  It will leave [NAMES] feeling like they are the ones being punished. 
9. Not permitting [NAMES] to travel does not actually increase medical safety for the girls. When they are placed in foster care they will be exposed to the germs of that new family, and then upon returning to their regular foster home, they will still be exposed to all of the germs that they would have picked up on the trip anyways, via contact with their foster family.  It would actually provide greater safety to permit [NAMES] to remain within their present family unit, with safety precautions in place to minimize risk during the travel. 

10. The foster mother informed this Guardian ad Litem that they plan to put the following precautions in place to ensure safety.  They have changed their tickets to non-stop flights to minimize exposure.  They will pick up a rental car at the airport and will not go to any restaurants or stores.  All family members will wear masks the entire flight and in any public places during the vacation.  They will wipe down all seats and surfaces both at the airport and on the plane.  They will use hand sanitizer regularly throughout the trip and will also be social distancing the entire time.  Most of the trip will be spent outside on the beach with just the family group.  The trip is to [location] where the beaches are not crowded and the home the family rents is rather remote.  Travel medical insurance will be purchased if the trip is approved.

11. In conferring with other Guardians ad Litem around Colorado, other counties and Courts are regularly permitting foster youth to travel with foster families out of state.  In particular,  the undersigned heard from GALs in Denver, Adams,  Douglas,  El Paso, and Jefferson Counties that the foster youth they represented had been approved for out-of-state travel, either with approval by the County DHS Agency or granted by the Court over DHS objection. 
WHEREFORE, this Guardian ad Litem respectfully requests that this Court authorize [NAMES] to travel out-of-state for a vacation with their foster family. 






Respectfully Submitted this [##] of [Month], 2020.
[s]___________________________________







[Name, #######]
CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Forthwith Motion to Authorize Travel was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [##] day of [Month], 2020. duly addressed as follows:
[Names, titles, and addresses where motion was sent.]
[s]___________________________________







[Name, #######]
5/24/2020


