	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] COUNTY, COLORADO

[Street address]
[City], Colorado [zip code]  

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

[NAME(S)],

                                                                                               Child[ren/Youth],

And Concerning,

NAME[S],

Respondent[s].
	( COURT USE ONLY(

	[Name]
Guardian ad litem for the Child[ren/Youth Name(s)]
[Street address]
[City], Colorado [zip code]
Phone: [###-###-####]        

Fax: [###-###-####]       
E-mail: [aaa@bbb.ccc]                                                
Atty. Reg.#: [#####]
	Case Number: [##]JV[##]
Division: [#]

	GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S MOTION TO AMEND TREATMENT PLAN OF [ROLE OF PERSON/NAME OF ENTITY] TO [ADD OR DELETE WHAT]



[Name], Guardian ad litem (“GAL”) for the Child[ren/Youth] [Name(s)] (“the Child[ren]” or “the Youth”), respectfully requests that this Court amend the treatment plan of  [role of person/name of entity] to [Add or Delete What].  In support, this GAL states:

DUTY TO CONFER

1. This GAL conferred with the [City/County] Attorney [Name], and [insert other roles and names].   
2. The [Child(ren) or Youth do not] support[s] this Motion.  [Per the commentary to CJD 04-06(IV)(D)(1), do not state the child/youth’s position if the child/youth informed you that the child/youth does not want you to report the child/youth’s position to the court].    
3. [Name(s)] support[s] this motion. 

4. [Name(s)] do[es] not support this motion.

5. [Name(s)] [have or has] not responded to this GAL’s attempts to confer.

FACTS

[State all facts supporting your motion.  The next few paragraphs are examples of what you may want to state but are not all-inclusive and may be irrelevant to your motion.  Edit this section as warranted by your motion.]

6. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter and the parties.  

7. This case opened on or about [Month ##, 20#], due to the following safety and/or risk concerns: 

a. [List concerns in the petition];

b. [Concern]; and

c. [Concern].

8. On or about [Month ##, 20#], the Child[ren/Youth] [was/were] adjudicated dependent and neglected as to the [role of person]. 

9. On or about [Month ##, 20#], this Court ordered [role of person/name of entity] to comply with a written treatment plan.  That treatment plan required [role of person/name of entity] to: 
a. [List treatment plan requirement];

b. [Ditto]; and 

c. [Ditto]. 

10. [State additional facts supporting your motion.  Examples include the following.  The written treatment plan failed to include (what), an (evaluation or service) that was necessary due to (what).  Since the adoption of the written treatment plan, additional circumstances have occurred, warranting the (the addition or deletion of an evaluation or service).  (Provide those facts.)]
LAW AND DEPARTMENT REGULATIONS
[State all laws supporting your motion.  Although this form provides many laws and regulations, the provided laws and regulations are not all treatment-plan-related laws and regulations.   Moreover, some of the provided laws and regulations may be irrelevant to your motion.  As always, edit this section as warranted by your motion.]

11. Trial courts have the flexibility to modify existing dispositional orders such as treatment plans and/or to adopt new dispositional orders such as treatment plans.  People in Interest of Z.P.S., 369 P.3d 814, 819 (Colo. App. 2016).  
12. An appropriate treatment plan is a treatment plan which is “reasonably calculated to render the particular respondent fit to provide adequate parenting to the child within a reasonable time and that relates to the child's needs.” § 19-1-103(10), C.R.S. (2019).  
13. Treatment plans are part of the department’s Family Services Plan.  12 CCR 2509-4:301.21 and 12 CCR 2509-4:301.23 (2019).  Departments are required to ensure that all children/youth participate in the development of Family Services Plans.  12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.22 (A)(3) (2019).  Moreover, departments must assess children/youth aged 14 and older residing in foster care for independent living services, then complete the independent living portion of the Family Services Plan.  12 CCR 2509-4:7.305.2(A) (2019).  After completing the assessment, departments must develop a Roadmap to Success in consultation with the child/youth and two individuals selected by the youth who are not the youth’s foster parent or caseworker.  12 CCR 2509-4:7.305.2(C) (2019).  A department may designate another advocate for a child/youth only where departments have good cause to believe that an individual selected by a child/youth will not act in the best interests of the child/youth.  Id.  See also 42 U.S.C. 675(1)(B) (requiring case plans to be developed in consultation with children/youth aged 14 and older and up to two individuals selected by the child/youth who are not the child/youth’s foster parent or caseworker, and permitting departments to reject individuals chosen by the child/youth where the state has good cause to believe the individual would not act in the best interests of the child/youth.)           
14. The goals of the services contained in treatment plans are to: 

 (I) 
Promote the immediate health, safety, and well-being of children eligible for these services based upon the case assessment and individual case plan;

(II) 
Reduce the risk of future maltreatment of children who have previously been abused or neglected and protect the siblings of such children and other children who are members of the same household who may be subjected to maltreatment;

(III) 
Avoid the unnecessary placement of children into foster care resulting from child abuse and neglect, voluntary decisions by families, or the commission of status offenses;

(IV) 
Facilitate, if appropriate, the speedy reunification of parents with any of their children who have been placed in out-of-home placement;

(V) 
Ensure that the placement of a child is neither delayed nor denied due to consideration of the race, color, or national origin of the child or any other person unless such consideration is permitted pursuant to federal law; and

(VI) 
Promote the best interests of the child.

§ 19-3-208(2)(a)(I-VI), C.R.S. (2019). 

15. Departments must provide the following services “as determined necessary and appropriate by individual case plans […]:

(I) 
Screening, assessments, and individual case plans;

(II) 
Home-based family and crisis counseling;

(III) 
Information and referral services to available public and private assistance resources;

(IV) 
Visitation services for parents with children in out-of-home placement; and

(V) 
Placement services including foster care and emergency shelter; and
(VI)
Services including but not limited to transportation and case planning, as necessary for a student in out-of-home placement to remain in his or her school of origin, unless the county department determines that remaining in the school of origin is not in the student's best interest.”
§ 19-3-208(2)(b)(I-VI), C.R.S. (2019). 

16. Departments must provide the following services “based upon the state’s capacity to increase federal funding or any other moneys appropriated for these services and as determined necessary and appropriate by individual case plans: 

(I) 
Transportation to these services when other appropriate transportation is not available;

(II) 
Child care [sic] as needed according to a case plan, when other child care is not available;

(III) 
In-home supportive homemaker services;

(IV)
 Diagnostic, mental health, and health care services;

(V) 
Drug and alcohol treatment services; 

(VI) 
After care services to prevent a return to out-of-home placement;

(VII) 
Family support services while a child is in out-of-home placement including home-based services, family counseling, and placement alternative services;

(VIII) 
Financial services in order to prevent placement; and

(IX) 
Family preservation services, which are brief, comprehensive, and intensive services provided to prevent the out-of-home placement of children or to promote the safe return of children to the home; and
(X)
Foster care prevention services.”
§ 19-3-208(2)(d)(I-X), C.R.S. (2019). 

17. In addition to the services listed above, courts may order children to be examined by a physician, surgeon, psychiatrist, or psychologist; and must refer children believed to have a mental illness to a community-centered board and a mental health prescreening.  §§ 19-3-508(1)(d) and 19-3-507(2), C.R.S. (2019).  
18. Moreover, in Expedited Permanency Planning (EPP) cases (where a child is less than six years old at the time of the filing of a dependency and neglect petition), the department’s social study and other reports must include a list of services specific to the needs of the child and the child’s family which are available in the community where the family resides.  § 19-1-107(2.5), C.R.S. (2019).  Such services may include transportation, visitation, psychological counseling, drug screening and treatment, marriage and family counseling, parenting classes, housing and day care assistance, and homemaker services.  Id.  If multiple services are recommended, the department’s report must prioritize the services.  Id.  
19. Colorado Department of Human Services Regulations require the treatment/prevention plan in every Family Services Plan to document that:

a. the services to be provided are directed at the issues identified in the Department’s assessment; outcomes described in specific, measurable, agreed upon, realistic, time-limited objectives; and action steps for the parents, children/youth, service providers, and the Department (12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.23(A) (2019));

b. placement prevention strategies permit the children/youth to remain home or with kin (12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.23(B) (2019)); 

c. the services to be provided are designed to ensure the safe and proper care of the children/youth (12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.23(C) (2019)); and
d. the services to be provided are culturally/ethnically appropriate and trauma-informed (12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.23(D) (2019)).   
20. Where children/youth are placed outside of their home, Colorado Department of Human Services Regulations require the Family Service Plan to contain many important elements, including:

a. the issues that must be resolved for reunification and for the child/youth to remain safety in the family home (12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.24(C) (2019)); 

b. a description of the type facility where the child/youth is placed and the reason(s) the facility is appropriate and safe for the child/youth (12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.24(D) (2019));

c. a description of the department’s efforts to place the child/youth within a reasonable proximity of the parents and to the child’s/youth’s school of origin; where a child/youth is placed a substantial distance from parents, a description of how the placement meets the child’s/youth’s best interests, including how the department took proximity to parents and school into account when the department made its placement decision (12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.24(D) (2019)); 

d. a summary of the department’s efforts to ensure the child’s school stability (12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.24(F) (2019)); 

e. a statement that the child’s/youth’s current placement is least restrictive, safe, most appropriate available placement, “consistent with the best interests and specific needs of the child”, as well as statements regarding documentation of   efforts to place the child/youth with kin (12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.24(G) (2019));
f. the department’s plans for executing court orders concerning the child/youth (12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.24(I) (2019));

g. a description of the services/resources needed by the child’s/youth’s care providers in order to meet the child’s/youth’s needs, as well as a description of how those services/resources will be provided (12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.24(J) (2019));

h. a description of the services provided to reunify the family (including a visitation plan explaining the type and frequency of contact) or to reach another permanency goal (12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.24(K) (2019));

i. independent-living related language for all children/youth ((12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.24(L)(M) (2019)); and
j. a description of the steps the department has taken to locate an adoptive or other permanent living arrangement for a child/youth, where the permanency plan is adoption or placement in another permanent home (12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.24(P) (2019)).
21. In devising treatment plans and in providing services to parents with qualifying disabilities as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act, trial courts and departments must account for, and (where possible) make, reasonable accommodations.  Interest of S.K., 440 P.3d 1240, 1250 (Colo. App. 2019).  Moreover, the reports submitted by the department for dispositional hearings must list identified accommodations and modifications aimed at ensuring the accessibility of treatment plans for parents with disabilities.  § 19-3-507(2)(c), C.R.S. (2019).  
ARGUMENT

[State all arguments supporting your motion.  The next few paragraphs are examples of what you may want to state, but they are not all-inclusive and they may be irrelevant to your case.  Be sure to edit this section as warranted by your case.]

22. The treatment plan entered for  [role of person] on or about [Month ##, 20##], is no longer appropriate, in that it is not reasonably calculated to render [role of person] fit within a reasonable time [and/or] it does not relate to the [Child’s/Youth’s] needs.  
23. This GAL respectfully requests that this Court render the treatment plan appropriate by modifying the treatment plan to [add/delete] the requirement that [role of person/name of entity] do what].  

24. This amendment is necessary for many reasons.  [Explain why.]

WHEREFORE, this GAL respectfully requests that this Court amend the treatment plan of [role of person/name of entity] to [add or delete what].  




RESPECTFULLY submitted this [##] day of [Month, 20##].  

____________________________________

[Name]
GAL 

CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Motion to Amend Treatment Plan of [Role of person/Name of entity] to [Add or Delete What] was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [##] day of Month, 20##], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) the document was sent to, with address(es) where they were sent.]




____________________________________





[Name]
	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] COUNTY, COLORADO

[Street address]
[City], Colorado [zip code]
	▲ COURT USE ONLY ▲

	THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

In the Interest of:

[NAME(S)],

                                                                                               Child[ren/Youth],

And Concerning,

NAME[S],

Respondent[s].
	

	
	Case Number: [##]JV[##]
Division: [##]

	ORDER REGARDING GUARDAN AD LITEM’S 

MOTION TO AMEND TREATMENT PLAN OF [ROLE OF PERSON/NAME OF ENTITY] TO [ADD OR DELETE WHAT]





THIS COURT, having reviewed the Guardian Ad Litem’s Motion to Amend the Treatment Plan of [Role of person/Name of entity to [Add or Delete What], and the Court file, having heard any evidence presented and considered the statements of the parties and their counsel, and being fully advised, FINDS:

1. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter and the parties.  

2. The Motion is well-founded and supported by the evidence. 
3. The treatment plan entered on or about [Month ##, 20##], as to [role of person/name of entity] is no longer appropriate, in that it is not reasonably calculated to render  [role of person/name of entity] fit within a reasonable time [and/or] it does not relate to the needs of the Child[ren/Youth Name(s)].   

4. The below order[s] amending the treatment plan of [role of person/name of entity] render[s] the treatment plan appropriate, in that it renders the treatment plan reasonably calculated to render [role of person/name of entity] fit within a reasonable time [and/or] related to the [Child’s/Youth’s] needs. 

5. [List other necessary findings.]
THEREFORE, THIS COURT ORDERS:  

1. The Motion is granted.  

2. The treatment plan of [role of person/name of entity] is amended to require [role of person/name of entity] to [add or delete what].  
3. [List other necessary orders.]

DONE this ____________________ day of _______________________, 20______.

BY THIS COURT:


____________________________________







JUDGE/MAGISTRATE [Name]
This Court returned a true and correct signed copy of this Order to the guardian ad litem for distribution of this Order to the parties via the below Certificate of Delivery or Mailing.

____________________________________

[Name] 
CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Order Regarding Guardian Ad Litem’s Motion to Amend Treatment Plan of [Role of person/Name of entity] to [Add Or Delete What] was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [## day of Month, year], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) the document was sent to, with address(es) where they were sent.] 







____________________________________






[Name] 
2/12/2020

