	DISTRICT/JUVENILE COURT, NAME OF COUNTY, COLORADO

Address

City, Colorado ZIP Code
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

NAME(S) OF CHILD(REN),

                                                                                               Child(REN),

And Concerning,

NAME(S) OF RESPONDENT(S),

Respondent(S).


	( COURT USE ONLY(

	NAME OF GAL

Guardian ad litem for NAME(S) OF CHILD(REN)

Address

City, Colorado ZIP code

Phone:       

Fax:

Email:                                  Atty. Reg. #:
	Case Number:  YRJV##

Division:  #


	GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S MOTION TO ADD [PLACEMENT NAME(S)] 
AS A SPECIAL RESPONDENT(S)




The Guardian ad litem (GAL), NAME, for the minor Child(REN) NAME(S), respectfully requests an order to add [PLACEMENT NAME(S)] as special respondents in this matter.  In support, the GAL states the following.
DUTY TO CONFER

1. This GAL conferred with the Child(REN) NAME(S) the City/County Attorney NAME, and [insert other roles and names if applicable].     

2. NAME(S) does/do not support this motion. 

3. NAME(S) does/do not support this motion.
4. NAME(S) has/have not responded to this GAL’s attempts to confer.

FACTS

5. [State all facts supporting your request. Include facts that establish the person resides with the child, assumed a parenting role toward the child or maintains a significant relationship with the child.]
6. [CHILD(REN)’S NAME(S)] is currently in the custody of [NAME] and placed [placement name].  The youth has been in this placement since [DATE]. 
7. Youth permanency goal and date it went into effect. 
8. Particulars about what the youth needs and is not getting. 
9. How those deficits are impacting the treatment plans of the youth, parents, etc.

LAW
10. A special respondent can be any person who is not a parent, guardian, or legal custodian and who is voluntarily or involuntarily joined in a dependency or neglect proceeding for the limited purposes of protective orders or inclusion in a treatment plan.  § 19-3-103 (100), C.R.S. (2019).  
11. The Court may join as a special respondent a person(s) it deems necessary to the action and authorize the issuance of a summons directed to such person.  § 19-3-503 (4), C.R.S. (2019).  
12. Any party, including the G.A.L., may request the Court to join a special respondent as set forth above (id.).
13. A person who the child(REN) resides with or who has assumed a parenting role toward a child(REN) or who maintains a significant relationship with the child(REN) may be named as a special respondent.  § 19-3-502(6), C.R.S. (2019).  
ARGUMENT

14. [The following are some ideas on possible arguments, they may not be applicable or helpful in your case so please feel free to modify, edit, delete as necessary in your situation.  It is clear that these arguments must be handled delicately in order to avoid causing placement disruption] Note:  If your youth is in a congregate care placement, you may encounter pushback on whether it qualifies as a “person” under the statutes referenced above and should be prepared to make the argument that The Colorado Children’s Code does not define “person” however it is clear that the Court may consider a person to be an entity as shown in similar areas of law (see, for example, §15-14-102 (10); §14-13-102 (12)).  
15. In this case, the youth is in the care of [placement name], resides in the facility/at the home and [placement name] meets all of the child’s day to day needs (add detail as needed).  This clearly meets the requirements set forth in §19-3-502(6) and 19-3-503(4).  
16.  It is necessary, in the best interests of the child, to add [placement name] as a special respondent in order to direct them to [enter details about youth needs form the placement that they are not getting without court orders]. 
17. [Include arguments about how this impacts the treatment plans and the permanency goal.] 

18. [Include any arguments about how the risk or burden to the placement can be minimized and/or if being a special respondent will allow additional help/support.] 
WHEREFORE, this GAL respectfully requests that this Court _____________________.  





RESPECTFULLY submitted this [# day of Month, year].  

____________________________________

            
Name of GAL, #

GAL 
CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this GAL’s Motion _____________________, was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [## day of Month, year], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) the document was sent to, with address(es) where they were sent.]






____________________________________
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	THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

In the Interest of:

NAME(S) OF CHILD(REN),

Child(REN), 

And Concerning, 

NAMES OF RESPONDENT(S),

Respondent(S).


	

	
	Case Number: YRJV##

Division: #

	ORDER REGARDING GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S MOTION TO ADD [PLACEMENT NAME(S)] AS A SPECIAL RESPONDENT(S)



THIS COURT, having reviewed the Guardian ad Litem’s Motion to Add [PLACEMENT NAME(S)] as a Special Respondent(S) (Motion), and the Court file, having heard any evidence presented and considered the statements of the parties and their counsel, and being fully advised, FINDS:

1. The Court has jurisdiction over the parties and subject matter.  

2. The Motion is well-founded and supported by the evidence. 

3. [PLACEMENT NAME(S)] is (choose the appropriate option) a person who the child(REN) resides with or who has assumed a parenting role toward a child(REN) or who maintains a significant relationship with the child(REN)
THEREFORE, THIS COURT ORDERS:  

1. The Motion is granted.  

2. __________________________________________

DONE this ____________________ day of _______________________, 20______.
BY THIS COURT:








____________________________________







JUDGE/MAGISTRATE _______________
This Court returned a true and correct signed copy of this Order to the GAL for distribution to the parties via the below Certificate of Delivery or Mailing.







____________________________________

NAME _______________

CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Order was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [## day of Month, year], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) the document was sent to, with address(es) where they were sent.] 







____________________________________






Name 
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