	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] COUNTY, COLORADO

[Address]
[City], Colorado [zip code]
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

[Name(s)],

                                                                                               Child[ren],

And Concerning,

[Name(s)],

Respondent(s).


	( COURT USE ONLY(

	[Name]
Guardian ad litem for the Child[ren] [Name(s)]
[Address]
[City,] Colorado [zip code]
Phone:       

Fax:

Email:                                  Atty. Reg. #:
	Case Number:  [##]JV[##]
Division:  [##]


	GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S MOTION [suggestion: this will vary based on requested relief, it may be to compel DHS to produce or allow, etc.]




[Name], Guardian ad litem (“GAL”) for the Child[ren] [Name(s)], hereby submits this Motion for [What] (“this Motion”).  In support, this GAL states the following.
DUTY TO CONFER

1. This GAL conferred with the Child[ren] [Name(s), the [City/County] Attorney [Name], and [insert other applicable roles and names] regarding this Motion.     

2. [Name(s)] [does/do] support this Motion. 

3. [Name(s)] [does/do] not support this Motion.
4. [Name(s)] [has/have] not responded to this GAL’s attempts to confer regarding this Motion.

FACTS

5. [State all facts supporting this Motion.  Include facts that show the youth needs a driver’s license for employment, education, normal social milestones, family or sibling contact, etc.  State any facts regarding logistics if appropriate.  Include facts regarding needed documents and efforts to get them.  Also include facts about the ability of the youth/why the can be responsible] 
LAW

6. Colorado law requires that reasonable efforts be made to “finalize the juvenile’s permanency plan that is in effect.” C.R.S. § 19-2-906.5(3)(a)(III). Further, “it is important for youth in foster care, excluding those in the custody of the division of youth services or a state mental hospital, to have increased access to normative, developmentally appropriate extracurricular activities to help prepare them for independence.” C.R.S. § 19-7-103(1) (emphasis added). Therefore, foster parents and group home parents or group center administrators are required to “make a reasonable effort to allow a youth in their care to participate in extracurricular, cultural, educational, work-related, and personal enrichment activities.” Id. 
7. Under volume 7 of the Colorado Administrative Code, “all youth in foster care who have reached the age of [18], and who have been in foster care at least [6] months, shall be provided with the following documents within a minimum of [90] business days prior to the projected emancipation date of the youth . . . : 1. A certified birth certificate or, when applicable, an alien registration card (green card); 2. Tribal affiliation information for American Indian/Alaskan Native youth (see section 7.309.21, A and B); 3. A Social Security card; 4. A state identification card or a state driver’s license; 5. A Health Passport and other pertinent health-related records, to include health care decision-making information, and health insurance information; and, 6. Educational records (see Section 7.301.242).” 12 CCR 2509-4:7.305(A). 

8. Volume 7 regulations also state that “youth in foster care are entitled to participate in age or developmentally appropriate extracurricular, enrichment, cultural, and social activities as part of their well-being needs.” 12 CCR 2509-8:7.701.200.  This requires that a youth’s placement is following the reasonable and prudent parent standard to determine whether the youth may participate in these activities. 12 CCR 2509-4:7.301.24(R)(3). To be approved under the reasonable and prudent parent standard, the activity must “maintain the health, safety, and best interests” of the youth, “encourage his/her emotional and developmental growth, “be age or developmentally appropriate,” and “be otherwise appropriate.” 12 CCR 2509-8:7.701.200(A). 
9. The Colorado Children’s Code requires the court to review whether the youth’s placement is following the reasonable and prudent parent standard and whether the youth has regular, ongoing opportunities to engage in age-appropriate activities (§19-3-702(4)(b)(II), C.R.S. 2019). 

ARGUMENT

10. If a youth is in her late teens and will need to transition to adult life after foster care, an important step to becoming an independent adult is obtaining a driver’s license. A young adult without a driver’s license is at a disadvantage for getting a job, navigating transportation, and other activities and paperwork which require either a state ID or a driver’s license. Not only does a driver’s license fulfill many such requirements, it is also an important part of a teen’s development and ability to be independent upon reaching adulthood. Colorado requires that the Department make reasonable efforts in finalizing permanency and that out-of-home placements for youths make extracurriculars available that will help prepare them for independence. Therefore, to comply with state law, the Department must cooperate with the GAL [and the out-of-home placement] to aid the youth in obtaining her driver’s license.  

11. [NAME] deserves to participate in this quintessential milestone and more importantly to have as normalized life as possible while in foster care.  Getting a driver’s license will play a significant role in helping [NAME] transition to successful adulthood [give case specific details].   

WHEREFORE, this GAL respectfully requests that this Court grant this Motion.  




RESPECTFULLY submitted this [##] day of [Month], [20##].  

____________________________________

            
[Name]
GAL 
CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this GAL’s Motion for [What], was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [##] day of [Month], [20##], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) this Motion was sent to, with address(es).]






____________________________________







Name
	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] COUNTY, COLORADO

[Address]
City, Colorado ZIP Code
	▲ COURT USE ONLY ▲

	THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

[Name(s)],

                                                                                               Child[ren],

And Concerning,

[Name(s)],

Respondent(s).


	

	
	Case Number: [##]JV[##]
Division: [##]

	ORDER GRANTING GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S MOTION FOR [WHAT]




THIS COURT, having reviewed the Guardian ad Litem’s Motion for [What] (“Motion”), and the Court file, having heard any evidence presented and considered the statements of the parties and their counsel, and being fully advised, FINDS:

1. The Court has jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter.  

2. The Motion is well-founded and supported by the law and evidence. 

3. ___________________________________
THEREFORE, THIS COURT ORDERS:  

1. The Motion is granted.  

2. __________________________________________

DONE this [##] day of [Month], 20[##].
BY THIS COURT:








____________________________________







[Judge/Magistrate] [Name]
This Court returned a true and correct signed copy of this Order to the GAL for distribution to the parties via the below Certificate of Delivery or Mailing.







____________________________________








[Name]
CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Order was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [##] day of [Month], [20##], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) the Order was sent to, with address(es).] 







____________________________________






[Name] 

4/22/2020


