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	Case Number: [##]
Division: [#]

	GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S MOTION FOR ORDER REQUIRING THE DIVISION TO PAY FOR THE CHILD [NAME]’S CONTINUED THERAPY WITH [NAME]



The Guardian ad Litem for the Children requests that the Court order the Division to pay for the Child [Name]’s continued play therapy with Therapist [Name].  As grounds for this motion, the Guardian states the following.
1. [Name], who is [#] years old, has been in play therapy with [Name] since [Date]. Ms. [Name] previously was qualified as an expert in psychology with an emphasis in childhood trauma at the termination hearing in [Date].
2. At the termination hearing, the Court heard extensive testimony by Ms. [Name] of her therapeutic work with [Name].  [Name] was having nightmares, was anxious and hypervigilant.  She was incredibly parentified becoming upset when anyone else would take over the parenting of her younger siblings.  She had a conflictual relationship with her mother and was very angry at her father.  During therapy, [Name] described traumatic and painful events in the family home including significant domestic violence, physical abuse to her brothers and dog, sexual abuse by her father and exposure to sexual activity.  he Court previously found that “the protective concerns for the children are so high as the abuse and neglect the children suffered were extreme.”
3. When she first started therapy, [Name] had to have her grandfather sit in on her therapy sessions with Ms. [Name] since she was too terrified to be alone with the therapist. Currently [Name] has a trusting relationship with Ms. [Name] and likes coming to play therapy.
4. Ms. [Name] has been paid for the therapeutic work through the Victim’s Compensation Fund.  On [Date], Ms. [Name] contacted the Guardian ad Litem indicating that she only had eight (8) sessions left through Victim’s Compensation Fund for [Name] and that she does not take Medicaid and questioned if social services could assist with payment for [Name]’s therapy. The Guardian ad Litem forwarded the email to the caseworker and asked if she would check to see if the Division can fund the therapy and let the Guardian ad Litem know.
5. The Guardian ad Litem has had ongoing email communication with the worker about the status of payment for [Name]’s therapy.  On [Date], the Guardian ad Litem received an email from the caseworker indicating that she spoke with her supervisor who said that “if the therapist feels that [Name] needs additional therapy, then she can request to extend victims comp.  We are not able to use CORE dollars to pay for services if the client has Medicaid per the state guidelines.  I will reach out to the therapist to discuss extending the victims comp if she feels it is appropriate to do so. . . One thing we need to keep in mind is that this family needs to become self-sufficient without the Division’s involvement.  We are currently paying $503 a month for childcare, we paid $500 for the summer field trips and [Name] is now collecting $480 a month for TANF.”
6. In response, Ms. [Name] indicated that she has heard nothing from the caseworker and has had no communication with her during the entire case.  Ms. [Name] advised that she has already had one extension and while she said she could try for a third extension for funding she advised that victim’s comp has had massive cut backs and knows that they will not do a third extension.  Ms. [Name] stated that [Name] still needs the following: 1) help with her need for constant control and how to let her grandfather and aunt parent as [Name] has been so ingrained in being the parent to her sibling that she cannot let go and it causes constant sibling friction; 2) She downplays the sexual and physical abuse but since she is now away from her parents she is starting to open up and needs much more time in that regard; 3) She has been angry during much of the therapeutic work and now is crying herself to sleep and her sadness has just started and she is facing the loss of her mother; and 4) Anytime the grandfather or another person in authority speaks up with ever so slight tone in their voice [Name] has a melt down and has difficulty regaining her composure. The therapist says she is finally seeing the effects of the on-going emotional and verbal abuse she endured. The therapist stated that “all these issues are newer and due to the on-going trauma and neglect she had to live with there is no possible way these issues can be addressed in the six sessions left.”
7. The Guardian ad Litem believes it is unreasonable and detrimental to this child’s best interests to expect her to start all over with a new therapist to build trust and then go through all over again the past trauma.  [Name] needs to move forward and work on the issues as stated above with someone who is very familiar with the abuse and neglect she has experienced and with whom she has a trusting relationship.
8. The grandfather who works full-time has gone above and beyond in ensuring that all the needs of these four children are met as well as helping the children on a daily basis deal with the significant abuse they have endured.  [Name] has just started receiving this month $404 per month for all four children after almost a year and a half of dealing with the state workers and can teach the caseworkers a thing or two about self-sufficiency.
9. The Court has the ultimate authority in determining the appropriate custody, placement and care for dependent and neglected children.  People in Interest of J.H., 770 P.2d 1355, 1357-58 (Colo. App. 1989).  It is the responsibility of the state and county departments of human services to provide the child welfare services to dependent and neglected children.  See §§26-5-101(3) (defining child welfare services for children who are dependent and neglected), 26-5-102 (requiring the state department to establish a program of child welfare services), C.R.S. (2018).  In making determinations regarding the care and placement of the child, the court is vested with the authority to direct the county social services department to provide child welfare services as well as the accompanying authority to order the department to pay for these services.  J.H., 770 P.2d at 1357-58.

10. Pursuant to C.R.C.P. 121, §1-15(8), the Guardian ad Litem contacted County Attorney Joan [Name] on [Date] who has not responded although the Guardian ad Litem has had ongoing contact with the caseworker who has declined to pay for [Name]’s therapy. Special Respondent [Name] is in agreement with the Guardian ad Litem and does not want [Name] to have to start all over in therapy.
/s/ [Name]
_________________________________ 
[NAME #]
Attorney at Law 
[Street Address]
[City], Colorado [zip code]
[telephone #]

Dated: [Date]
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I certify that on [Date] a copy of the Guardian ad Litem’s Motion for Order Requiring the Division to pay for therapy was sent to: [Name] (by email) and [Name] (by email).
                                                                             /s/ [Name]
                                                                             ________________________________


