	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] 

COUNTY, COLORADO

[Street address]

[City], Colorado [zip code]

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

[NAME(S)],

                                                                                               Child[ren or Youth(s)],

And Concerning,

[NAME(S)],

Respondent[s].


	( COURT USE ONLY(

	[Name]

Guardian ad litem for the Child[ren/Youth/Youths Name(s)]

[Street address]

[City,] Colorado [zip code]

Phone: [###-###-####]     

Fax: [###-###-####]

Email: [aaa@bbb.ccc]

Atty. Reg. #: [####]


	Case Number: [##]JV[##]

Division: [##]


	MOTION FOR ORDER REQUIRING [NAME] DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES TO PROVIDE GUARDIAN AD LITEM RECORDS RELATED TO PLACEMENT




[Name], Guardian ad litem (“GAL”) for the Child[ren/Youth/Youths Name(s)] [(“the Children” or “the Youth”)], hereby submits this Motion for Order Requiring [Name] Department of Human Services (“DHS”) to Provide Guardian Ad Litem (“GAL”) Records Related to Placement (“Motion”).  In support, this GAL states the following.
DUTY TO CONFER

1. This GAL conferred with the [City/County] Attorney [Name], and [insert other applicable roles and names] regarding this Motion.  [Name(s)] support[s] this Motion.  [Name(s)] do[es] not support this Motion.  [Name(s) has/have] not responded to this GAL’s attempts to confer.  [Include the position of the placement.]  
FACTS

[State all facts supporting your motion.  The below facts are an example]

2. This Court has jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter.

3. This case opened on or about [date].

4. The [Child(ren) or Youth] are currently [placed with (whom).  Use the names of the placement only if the placement(’s/s’) names are known to all parties and it is safe to use the name(s) of the palcement.]   

5. [Name(s) is/are certified or non-certified kinship] foster care provider[s] for the children.   [Before and/or since] the [Child’s or Youth’s] placement in the care of [name of custodian or placement], DHS completed [what: examples include certification processes, background checks, medical evaluation, mental health evaluation related to the [Name(s) placement]. 
6. This GAL recently met with Respondent Parents.  Respondent Parents alleged that [describe the allegations].  If their allegations are true, the [Child(ren) or Youth are or have been] unsafe in the care of [Name(s) of placement].  This GAL is diligently investigating the allegations but lacks access to important information related to [Name of placement].

LAW

[State all facts supporting your motion.  The below law is a start.]

7. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter and the parties.

8. A GAL must be appointed for every child or youth upon the filing of a petition in dependency and neglect.  C.R.S. 19-3-203(1) (2020).  

9. A GAL must be provided:

all reports relevant to a case submitted to or made by any agency or person pursuant to this article, including reports of examination of the child or persons responsible for the neglect or dependency of the child.  The county department shall share with the [GAL] the reports of fingerprint-based criminal history record checks from the Colorado bureau of investigation and from the federal bureau of investigation if the court orders the county department to share that information with the [GAL].

C.R.S. 19-3-203(2).  
10. A GAL must investigate the best interests of the child or youth and advocate for what the GAL believes is in the best interests of the child or youth.  C.R.S. 19-3-203(3).  More specifically, a GAL must: 

make such further investigations as the [GAL] deems necessary to ascertain the facts and shall talk with or observe the child involved, examine and cross-examine witnesses in both the adjudicatory and dispositional hearings, introduce and examine the [GAL’s] own witnesses, make recommendations to the court concerning the child's welfare, appeal matters to the court of appeals or the supreme court, and participate further in the proceedings to the degree necessary to adequately represent the child. In addition, the [GAL], if in the best interest of the child, shall seek to assure that reasonable efforts are being made to prevent unnecessary placement of the child out of the home and to facilitate reunification of the child with the child's family or, if reunification is not possible, to find another safe and permanent living arrangement for the child. In determining whether said reasonable efforts are made with respect to a child, and in making such reasonable efforts, the child's health and safety shall be the paramount concern.


Id.  
11. A GAL must also comply with the provisions set forth in Chief Justice Directive (“CJD”) 04-06.  C.R.S. 19-1-111(6) (2020).  Among those provisions are provisions requiring the GAL to diligently take steps a GAL deems necessary to represent and protect the best interests of the child your youth under the terms and conditions set forth in the GAL’s appointment order; diligently review court files and relevant records, reports, and documents; and obtain first-hand information from other persons or professionals necessary to assess and serve the child’s best interests, including caseworkers.  CJD 04-06 CJD 04-06(V)(B) and (V)(D)(4)(d)(e) (2020).  
ARGUMENT

[State all arguments supporting your motion.]

12. Pursuant to the authorities listed above, this GAL has a right to and/or need for the [type of] documents related to the placement.   [Explain why you need the documents].  
13. [Use this paragraph if applicable.]  This GAL does not object to the requested documents being provided under seal, and believes it is not in the best interests of the [Child(ren) or Youth] for the documents to be provided to any other party at this time.  [Explain why.]
WHEREFORE, this GAL respectfully requests that this Court grant this Motion and DHS to Provide this GAL [what] Records Related to the Placement.

RESPECTFULLY submitted this [##] day of [Month], [20##].  

____________________________________

            [Name]

GAL 

CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Motion for Order Requiring [Name] Department of Human Services to Provide Guardian Ad Litem Records Related to Placement was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [##] day of [Month], [20##], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) this Motion was sent to, with address(es).]







____________________________________







[Name]
	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] COUNTY, COLORADO

[Street address]

City, Colorado [zip code]
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	THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

[NAME(S)],

                                                                                               Child[ren or Youth],

And Concerning,

[NAME(S)],

Respondent[s].


	

	
	Case Number: [##]JV[##]

Division: [##]

	ORDER GRANTING MOTION FOR ORDER REQUIRING [NAME] DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES TO PROVIDE GUARDIAN AD LITEM RECORDS RELATED TO [PLACEMENT





THIS COURT, having reviewed the Motion for Order Requiring [Name] Department of Human Services to Provide Guardian Ad Litem (“GAL”) Records Related to Placement (“Motion”), and the Court file, having heard any evidence presented and considered the statements of the parties and their counsel, and being fully advised, FINDS:

1. The Court has jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter.  

2. The Motion is well-founded and supported by the law and evidence. 

3. [State additional findings.]

THEREFORE, THIS COURT ORDERS:  

1. The Motion is granted.  
2. [Name] Department of Human Services (“DHS”) shall provide the Guardian Ad Litem [what] Records Related to [Name(s) of Placement].
3. [State additional orders, including orders related to the documents bring provided under seal, if requested.]
DONE this [##] day of [Month], 20[##].






BY THIS COURT:


















____________________________________






[Judge/Magistrate Name]

This Court returned a true and correct signed copy of this Order to the GAL for distribution to the parties via the below Certificate of Delivery or Mailing.

















____________________________________







[Name]

CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Order was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [##] day of [Month], [20##], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) the Order was sent to, with address(es).] 







____________________________________






[Name] 

10/31/2021


