



	DISTRICT COURT 
[Name of County] COUNTY, COLORADO 
[Street Address]
[City], Colorado  [zip code]                                       
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PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 
In the Interest of: 
CHILDREN:
[Names],
And Concerning: 
RESPONDENTS: 
[Names],
And

SPECIAL RESPONDENT:

[Name].
_________________________________________________
Guardian ad Litem for children:
[Name]
[Street Address]
[City], Colorado  [zip code] 
Phone:  [##] 
Fax:  [##] 
Atty. Reg. [##] 
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	Case Number:  [##]
Division: [#] 

	GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S MOTION FOR ORDER REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT TO PAY FOR THE CHILDREN [NAMES’] CONTINUED THERAPY WITH DR. [NAME]                    



The Guardian ad Litem for the children requests that the Court order the Department to pay for the Children [Names’] continued therapy with Dr. [Name] until jurisdiction of the case is terminated.  As grounds for this motion, the Guardian states the following.
1. [Names], who are [number[] years old, have been in play therapy with Dr. [Name] since [date].  

2. Dr. [Name], a licensed [title] with over thirty years of experience working with trauma victims, was qualified as an expert in psychology with an emphasis in childhood trauma at the termination hearing in [date].
3. At the termination hearing, the Court heard extensive testimony by Dr. [Name] of her therapeutic work with [Names].  Dr. [Name] stated that the twins are some of the most difficult children she has dealt with in terms of defiance, opposition, and dysregulation. Concerns with [Name] included tension, anxiety, fear, hypersensitivity, difficulty focusing, developmental delays, elimination problems, sleep disturbances, and aggression. While [Name] presented with less aggression than his twin brother, he also displayed anxiety, anger, poor concentration and elimination problems.  Both boys experienced significant trauma in the family home to include broken bones and sexual abuse.  Both boys described physical abuse by their father and how they were bad and did not get to eat.  Dr. [Name] has diagnosed both boys with post-traumatic stress disorder and indicated that this complex trauma is difficult to overcome and if not dealt with would be harmful to the children’s development.  The Court previously found that “the protective concerns for the children are so high as the abuse and neglect the children suffered were extreme.”
4. Both boys have a trusting relationship with Dr. [Name].  As indicated in her letter, while “the children have made progress . . . based on the level of the trauma they have experienced while in the care of their biological parents, their need for continued and consistent therapy is indicated.”  See attached letter.
5. Both boys, [Name] in particular, have struggled in school.  Dr. [Name] has been in communication with the school to address issues and make recommendations as to testing and helping with the boys’ behavior.  Individualized education plans for both boys are being pursued.
6. As indicated in Dr. [Name]’s letter, the children’s therapy is being paid for by Crime Victim Compensation (CVC); however, due to financial constraints and limitations with CVC, payment for Dr. [Name] to continue doing the boys’ therapy is no longer possible, as she is not a Medicaid provider.
7. Pursuant to C.R.C.P. 121, §1-15(8), the Guardian ad Litem contacted County Attorney [Name], who stated that the Department is not in agreement with paying for therapy.  She believes that because the boys are going to need therapy for a long time after the Department is involved, “it makes sense to have a Medicaid therapist take over.” The grandfather, Special Respondent [Name], wants the boys to continue with Dr. [Name] as they feel comfortable with her and “why have them start over with the year and half plus of progress with Charlene to go through that again so the state can save a dollar.”
8. The Guardian ad Litem believes it is unreasonable and detrimental to these children’s best interests to expect them to start all over with a new therapist to build trust and then go through all over again the past trauma.  [Names] need to move forward and work on their trauma and issues with someone who is very familiar with the abuse and neglect they have experienced, who is very skilled in this area, and with whom they have a trusting relationship.
9. Currently the case is on appeal and resolution by the Court of Appeals could take another few months.  If the judgment is affirmed, Respondent parents could file a petition for writ of certiorari which could take another couple months to resolve and then the adoption process will take months.  On the other hand, if the judgment is reversed, then the case will go on for more months before resolution.  During this period of time, the children could make additional progress if allowed to continue with Dr. [Name].
10. The Court has the ultimate authority in determining the appropriate custody, placement and care for dependent and neglected children.  People in Interest of J.H., 770 P.2d 1355, 1357-58 (Colo. App. 1989).  It is the responsibility of the state and county department of human services to provide the child welfare services to dependent and neglected children.  See §§26-5-101(3) (defining child welfare services for children who are dependent and neglected), 26-5-102 (requiring the state department to establish a program of child welfare services), C.R.S. (2018).  In making determinations regarding the care and placement of the child, the court is vested with the authority to direct the county social services department to provide child welfare services as well as the accompanying authority to order the department to pay for these services.  J.H., 770 P.2d at 1357-58.
/s/ [Name] 
__________________________________________ 
[NAME] [##] 
Attorney at Law 
[Street Address]
[City], Colorado [zip code]
[phone #]

Dated: [Date]
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I certify that on [Date], a copy of the Guardian ad Litem’s Motion for Order Requiring  the Department to Pay for the Children’s [Names’] Continued Therapy With Dr. [Name] was sent to: [Name] (by email); and [Name] (by email).
                                                                             /s/ [Name]
                                                                             _______________________________________


