



	DISTRICT COURT
[NAME] COUNTY, COLORADO
Court address: […]
[Name of city], COLORADO [zip code]

	   ▲COURT USE ONLY▲
    

	THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORAD IN THE INTEREST OF: 

[NAMES], Children

And Concerning:

[NAMES and roles]

  
	

	Guardian ad Litem for children:
[Name, bar number]
[Street address]
[Name of city], COLORADO [zip code]

[Phone #]
[Fax #]
[Email address]
	Case: [##JV##]
Division: [#] Courtroom: [##]

	GUARDIAN AD LITEM MOTION FOR COURT-ORDERED OBSERVATION OF THE CHILDREN IN THE HOME OF RESPONDENT [ROLE] AND REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED BREIFING



COMES NOW, the Guardian ad Litem (“GAL”) for the children, who submits this Motion for Court-Ordered Observation of the Children in the Home of Respondent [Role] and Request for Expedited Briefing, and in support thereof states as follows.
CONFERRAL


This GAL conferred with Counsel for Respondent [Role], [Name], who objects to the relief sought herein. 

MOTION
1. This GAL was appointed to represent the best interest of the children on [date].
2. This GAL is required pursuant to CJD 04-06(V)(D)(4)(a) to observe the children in their placement within 30 days of appointment.  This GAL is required to comply with this requirement no later than [date].

3. On [date], Respondent [Role] requested an adjudicatory trial to the bench.

4. On [date], in accordance with Colorado Rule of Professional Conduct 4.2, this GAL conferred with counsel for each parent regarding their position on this GAL communicating with their respective clients prior to the adjudicatory trial, which at that time had not been set.  This GAL specifically requested Respondent [Role]’s position regarding this GAL doing a home visit with the children.

5. During a [date and type of hearing], an adjudicatory trial was set for [date].  At that same hearing, this GAL attempted to address whether Respondent [Role] and [Respondent Role]’s Counsel intended to object to this GAL doing a home visit.   Counsel for Respondent [role] was not able to articulate a position.
6. On [date], this GAL called Counsel for Respondent [Role] to again inquire regarding Respondent [Role]’s position regarding a home visit.  On [date], Counsel for Respondent [Role] informed this GAL in writing that Respondent [Role] objected to such visit.

7. This GAL suggested alternatives, such as having Counsel for Respondent [Role] present at the meeting or having Respondent [Role]’s parents present in the home with the children with Respondent [Role] absent to avoid any violations of CRPC 4.2.

8. On [date], Counsel for Respondent [Role] again denied any request for this GAL to see the children in the home of Respondent [Role].  Counsel advised this GAL the objection was based on (1) the GAL’s ethical duty to not have contact with represented parties without counsel present (CRPC 4.2) and (2) that Respondent [Role] did not want this GAL to visit the children in Respondent [Role]’s home.

9. The Chief Justice Directive governing appointment of GALs states in pertinent part, “A GAL for a child in a dependency and neglect case shall at a minimum perform the following specific tasks…personally conduct[ing] an in-person meeting with the child and interviewing the child if appropriate to the child’s developmental level, observe[ing] the child with his or her caregiver in his or her placement and conduct[ing] an in-person assessment as soon as is reasonable but in no event later than 30 days following the GAL’s appointment….”  CJD 04-06 (V)(D)(4)(a) [emphasis added].

10. Pursuant to Colorado Rule of Professional Conduct 4.2, “a lawyer shall not communicate about the subject of the representation with a person the lawyer knows to be represented by another lawyer in the matter, unless the lawyer has the consent of the other lawyer or is authorized to do so by law or a court order.”

11. This GAL requests an order specifically permitting this GAL to observe the children in the home of Respondent [Rome] to comply with this GAL’s requirements under the CJD. 

12. Such visit and observation are important to allow for this GAL to assess the appropriateness of the placement as well as prepare for the adjudicatory trial.  This GAL can do this without talking to Respondent [Role] about the case and has offered to have Counsel for Respondent [Role] present if Counsel wishes.  
13. Due to the time-sensitive nature of this request, this GAL requests that this Court order that any objections be filed on or before [date], this GAL waives the right to file any reply,  and this GAL requests that this Court issue an order no later than [date],  to allow this GAL a week to coordinate a visit.

Respectfully submitted this [##] day of [Month], 20[##].
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[Name]





GAL 
CERTIFICATE OF E-SERVICE AND FILING

I hereby certify that on this [##] day of [Month], 20[##], a true and correct copy of the GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S MOTION FOR COURT-ORDERED OBSERVATION OF CHILDREN IN THE HOME OF RESPONDENT [ROLE] AND REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED BREIFING, was e-filed with the court and served as follows:
[Names, roles, and addresses of individuals to whom the motion was sent.]
________________________________





[Name]





[Role] 
4/8/2021


