	DISTRICT/JUVENILE COURT, NAME OF COUNTY, COLORADO

Address

City, Colorado ZIP Code
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

NAME(S) OF CHILD(REN),

                                                                                               Child(REN),

And Concerning,

NAME(S) OF RESPONDENT(S), 
                                                                                        Respondent(s).
	
COURT USE ONLY



	NAME OF GAL

Guardian ad litem for NAME(S) OF CHILD(REN)
Address

City, Colorado ZIP Code

Phone: 

Fax: 

E-mail:                                     Atty. Reg.#:
	Case Number: YRJV##

Division:   #

	GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S MOTION TO ALLOCATE PERMANENT CUSTODY/PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CHILD(REN) NAME(S) TO A THIRD-PARTY, [NAME(S)]



NAME, Guardian ad litem (GAL) for the Child(REN), NAME(S), respectfully requests that this Court issue an order allocating parental responsibilities (APR Order) of the Child(REN), NAME(S) (Child(REN)), to a Third Party, [NAME(S)] as stated below and pursuant to the authorities stated below.   In support, this GAL states the following. 

DUTY TO CONFER

1. This GAL conferred with the Child(REN), NAME(S), the City/County Attorney, NAME, and [insert other roles and names if applicable].   

2. NAME(S) support this motion. 

3. NAME(S) do not support this motion.

4. NAME(S) have not responded to this GAL’s attempts to confer.

FACTS
[State all facts supporting your motion.  The next few paragraphs are examples of what you may want to state, but they are not all-inclusive and they may be irrelevant to your case.  Be sure to edit this section as warranted by your case.]

5. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter and the parties.  
6. [Use this paragraph if the JV Court certified orders from a previous DR/JV case. On or about DATE, this Court certified child custody orders from NAME County case ##DR/JV### into this case.]  

7. This dependency and neglect (D&N) case opened on or about DATE due to the following safety and/or risk concerns: 


a. [List concerns in the petition in D&N];

b. [Concern]; and
c. [Concern].

8. On or about DATE, the Child(REN) [was/were] adjudicated dependent and neglected as to the Mother.  

9. On or about DATE, the Child(REN) [was/were] adjudicated dependent and neglected as to the Father.  [Copy, paste, and complete this sentence as many times as necessary to provide the adjudication dates for the parents, legal guardians, and legal custodians for each child involved in this motion.]  
10. During this D&N case, the Mother was ordered to participate in treatment to address [list court-ordered treatment.  Examples include: domestic violence as a perpetrator, domestic violence as a victim, her emotional abuse of the children, her failure to protect the children, her mental health, her physical abuse of the children, her sexual abuse of the children, and/or her substance abuse issues].  The Mother failed to sufficiently engage in court-ordered treatment related to, and/or to address, the following concerns: 

a. [List the treatment the Father failed to sufficiently engage in and/or concerns the Mother failed to address, and details regarding how she failed to do so];

b. [Treatment and details]; and
c. [Treatment and details].
11. During this case, the Father was ordered to participate in treatment to address [list court-ordered treatment.  Examples include: domestic violence as a perpetrator, domestic violence as a victim, his emotional abuse of the children, his failure to protect the children, his mental health, his physical abuse of the children, his sexual abuse of the children, and/or his substance abuse issues].  The Father failed to sufficiently engage in court-ordered treatment related to, and/or to address, the following concerns: 

a. [List the treatment the Father failed to sufficiently engage in and/or concerns the Mother failed to address, and details regarding how she failed to do so];

b. [Treatment and details]; and
c. [Treatment and details].
[Repeat this paragraph as many times as necessary to address every father.]  

12. The Child(REN) have resided outside [his/her/their] parents’ care since DATE.  
LAW
[State all laws supporting your motion.  The next few paragraphs are examples of what you may want to state, but they are not all-inclusive and they may be irrelevant to your case.  Be sure to edit this section as warranted by your case.]

13. The Colorado Supreme Court declared that “[t]he overriding purpose of the Children’s Code is to protect the welfare and safety of Colorado children by providing procedures through which their best interests can be served.”  L.G. v. People, 890 P.2d 647, 654 (Colo. 1995).   It also articulated that in dependency and neglect (D&N) actions, “the safety of the Colorado child, and not the custodial interest of the parent, is the paramount concern.”  Id. at 655.  [Use the remainder of this paragraph if your case is an EPP case.  Consistent with these declarations, expedited permanency planning (EPP) statutes grounded in the developmental and attachment needs of young children require children younger than six at the time of the filing of a D&N petition be placed in a permanent home no later than twelve months after their original out of home placement.  §§ 19-1-102(1.6), 19-3-100.5(4)(a-d), 19-3-702(5)(c) C.R.S. (2019).]           

14. Juvenile courts have exclusive jurisdiction to enter dispositional orders concerning children adjudicated dependent and neglected.  §§ 19-1-104(1)(b-c), 19-1-104(6), 19-3-508(1), C.R.S. (2019).  Dispositional options include allocation of permanent custody/parental responsibilities to parents or non-parents such as relatives or other suitable persons under necessary and appropriate conditions.  § 19-3-508(1)(a-c), C.R.S. (2019). 

15. Dispositional orders must serve the interests of the child(REN) and the public.  §§ 19-3-507(1)(a), 19-3-508(1), C.R.S. (2019); People in Interest of T.E.H., 168 P.3d 5, 8 (Colo. App. 2007); People ex rel. C.M., 116 P.3d 1278, 1283-84 (Colo. App. 2005); People in Interest of D.R.W., 91 P.3d 453, 456–57 (Colo. App. 2004).  In allocating parental responsibilities, juvenile courts may consider, but are not required to apply, the best interest factors articulated in Colorado Revised Statute 14-10-124(1.5) so long as the focus remains on the protection and safety of the child(REN).  L.A.G. v. People in the Interest of A.A.G., 912 P.2d at 1390; People in Interest of H.K.W., 417 P.3d 875, 878-79 (Colo. App. 2017), People ex. rel. L.B., 254 P.3d 1203, 1208 (Colo. App. 2011).  The applicable standard of proof is preponderance of the evidence.  § 19-3-508(2), C.R.S.; L.L. v. People, 10 P.3d 1271, 1276-78 (Colo. 2000).   
16. Permanent custody/parental responsibilities may be allocated to a third-party where there is a compelling reason why it is not in the best interests of the child to return home.  People in Interest of M.D., 338 P.3d 1120, 1126-27 (Colo. App. 2014); People ex rel. C.M., 116 P.3d at 1283.  “[P]arental deficiencies less serious than unfitness may give rise to a compelling reason not to return [… a] child home when considered in light of […a] child’s physical, mental, and emotional conditions and needs.”  People ex rel. C.M., 116 P.3d at 1283.
ARGUMENT
17. An APR order designating a third-party, NAME(S) as the primary residential parent(s) of the Child(REN) is in the best interests of the Child(REN) and the public.  [Explain why.]

18. An APR order granting [role(s) and name(s)] SOLE/JOINT decision-making responsibility for the Child(REN) is in the best interests of the Child(REN) and the public.  [Explain why.]

19. An APR order providing the Mother/Father parenting time [describe the parenting time] is in the best interests of the Child(REN) and the public.  [Explain why.]


20. An APR order stating that any determination of child support should be made by the District Court is in the best interests of the children.  

21. An APR order recommending that the [Mother/Father] engage in the following treatment prior to any modification of custody or parenting time is in the best interests of the Child(REN):
a. [State recommended treatment and reasons why that treatment is recommended];

b. [Ditto last subparagraph]; and
c. [Ditto last subparagraph].
22. NAME [person with whom the Child(ren) reside(s) majority of the time] shall file a certified copy of this Order in the district court in □ existing County Name Case Number YRDR## or □ a new domestic relations case in the county where the child is permanently resident and distribute the certified Order to the parties.  § 19-1-104(6), C.R.S. (2019).  All fees associated with the filing of this Order are waived.  This Court’s jurisdiction in this matter shall terminate automatically upon the filing of a certified copy of this Order.   

OR

This GAL should file a certified copy of this Order in [existing NAME County Name Case Number YRDR## OR a new domestic relations case in the county where the Child(REN) is/are a permanently resident[s] and distribute the certified Order to the parties.  All fees associated with filing this Order should be waived.  This Court’s jurisdiction in this matter and the appointment of all court-appointed counsel should terminate automatically upon the filing of the certified copy of the Order.   


WHEREFORE, this GAL respectfully requests that this Court allocate permanent custody/parental responsibilities as stated above.  




RESPECTFULLY submitted this # day of Month, year.  

____________________________________

NAME of GAL, #

Guardian ad Litem

CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the Guardian ad Litem’s Motion to Allocate Permanent Custody/Parental Responsibilities of the Child(REN) NAME(S) to a Third-Party was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this # day of Month, year, duly addressed as follows:
Name(s) of individual(s) the document was sent to, with address(es) sent to 






__________________________________________







NAME
	DISTRICT/JUVENILE COURT, NAME OF COUNTY, COLORADO

Address

City, Colorado ZIP Code 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

NAME(S) OF CHILD(REN), 

                                                                                               Child(REN),

And Concerning,

NAME(S) OF RESPONDENT(S), 

                                                                                   Respondent(s).

 
	
COURT USE ONLY



	
	Case Number: YRJV##

Division:   #


	ORDER REGARDING GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S MOTION TO ALLOCATE PERMANENT CUSTODY/PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

OF THE CHILD(REN) NAME(S) TO A THIRD PARTY


THIS COURT, having reviewed the Guardian ad Litem’s (GAL) Motion to Allocate Permanent Custody/Parental Responsibilities of the Child(REN) NAME(S) to a Third-Party, NAME(S) (Motion) and the Court file, having heard any evidence presented and considered the statements of the parties and their counsel, being fully advised, FINDS:

1. The Motion is well-founded and supported by the evidence.  

2. This dependency and neglect (D&N) case opened on or about DATE due to the following: 


a. [List concerns in the petition in D&N];

b. [Ditto]; and
c. [Ditto].
3. On or about DATE, the Child(REN), NAME(S), was/were adjudicated dependent and neglected as to ______________________________.  [Copy, paste, and complete this sentence as many times as necessary to provide all the adjudication dates for all parents, legal guardians, and legal custodians for each child involved in this motion.]  
4. [Use this paragraph only if you are asking the Court to recommend additional treatment before any the APR orders are modified by another court.  During the dependency and neglect case, the [Mother/Father] failed to sufficiently engage in and/or made minimal progress in court-ordered treatment related to the following safety and/or risk concerns that caused this case to open:] 

a. [List issue the parent failed to sufficiently address and details explaining how the parent failed to do so];

b. [Ditto the last subparagraph]; and
c. [Ditto the last subparagraph].]

5. The return of the Child(REN), NAME(S’), to the Parents is contrary to the interests of the Child(REN) and the public.

6. The below orders consistent with the interests of the Child(REN) and the public.
THEREFORE, THIS COURT ORDERS:
1. The Motion is granted.   
2. NAME(S) shall be the primary residential parent of the Child(REN), NAME(S).

3. NAME(S) shall have SOLE/JOINT decision-making responsibility for the Child(REN), NAME(S). 

4. Visitation and/or parenting time between the Child(REN), NAME(S), and NAME(S) shall be [describe the proposed visitation/parenting time plan for each parent]. 
5. [Use this paragraph only if you are asking the Court to recommend additional treatment before any the APR orders are modified by another court.  If you use this paragraph, copy and paste the lettered subparagraphs from findings paragraph 5 for consistency.]  This Court recommends that the [Mother/Father] engage in the following treatment prior to any modification of custody or parenting time:

a. [State recommended treatment];
b. [Ditto last subparagraph]; and
c. [Ditto last subparagraph]. 


6. Any determination of child support shall be made by the District Court.  
7. NAME [person with whom the Child(ren) reside(s) majority of the time] shall file a certified copy of this Order in the district court in □ existing County Name Case Number YRDR## or □ a new domestic relations case in the county where the child is permanently resident and distribute the certified Order to the parties.  § 19-1-104(6), C.R.S. (2019).  All fees associated with the filing of this Order are waived.  This Court’s jurisdiction in this matter shall terminate automatically upon the filing of a certified copy of this Order.   



OR

The GAL shall file a certified copy of this Order in □ existing County Name Case Number YRDR## or □ a new domestic relations case in the county where the child is permanently resident and distribute the certified Order to the parties.  All fees associated with the filing of this Order are waived.  This Court’s jurisdiction in this matter shall terminate automatically upon the filing of the certified copy of this Order.   

 DONE this ____________________ day of _______________________, 20__.






BY THIS COURT:








____________________________________







JUDGE/MAGISTRATE _______________

This Court returned a true and correct certified and signed copy of this Order to □ NAME [the person with whom the child(ren) reside(s) the majority of the time or □ the Guardian ad litem for distribution of this Order to the parties via the attached Notice of Deposit.







____________________________________

NAME _______________

	DISTRICT/JUVENILE COURT, NAME OF COUNTY, COLORADO

Address

City, Colorado ZIP Code
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

NAME(S) OF CHILD(REN),

                                                                                               Child(REN),

And Concerning,

NAME(S) OF RESPONDENT(S), 
                                                                                        Respondent(s).
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	[Delete this section if a parent is filing the APR order.]

NAME OF GAL

Guardian ad litem for NAME(S) OF CHILD(REN)
Address

City, Colorado ZIP Code

Phone: 

Fax: 

E-mail:                                     Atty. Reg.#:

	Case Number: YRJV##

Division:   #

	NOTICE OF DEPOSIT




NAME [person with whom the Child(ren) reside(s) majority of the time] OR NAME, Guardian ad litem (GAL) for the Child(REN), NAME(S), notifies all parties that the attached certified Order Regarding Guardian ad Litem’s Motion to Allocate Permanent Custody/Parental Responsibilities of the Child(REN) NAME(S) to a Third Party has been filed in NAME County under [Case number YR__###] this # day of Month, year.

CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Notice of Deposit was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this # day of Month, year, duly addressed as follows:
Name(s) of individual(s) the document was sent to, with address(es) sent to 






__________________________________________






NAME
[Some courts require a separate order authorizing an APR order to be certified into a DR case.  If your court requires a separate order, you can use this form and delete paragraph 7 on page 9.]

	DISTRICT/JUVENILE COURT, NAME OF COUNTY, COLORADO

Address

City, Colorado ZIP Code 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

NAME(S) OF CHILD(REN), 

                                                                                               Child(REN),

And Concerning,

NAME(S) OF RESPONDENT(S), 

                                                                                   Respondent(s).
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	Case Number: YRJV####
Division:   #


	ORDER CERTIFYING ORDER FOR THE ALLOCATION OF PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES ENTERED IN CASE [YRJV####] INTO 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS CASE [YRDR####]




This Court entered an order allocating parental responsibilities relating to the child, Child(REN) NAME(S), in NAME County case [YRJV####].  The order entered in [YRJV####] shall be filed in NAME County case [YRDR####], and all future proceedings concerning the Order from case [YRJV####] shall be addressed in NAME County case [YRDR####].  
DONE this ____________________ day of _______________________, 20___.






BY THIS COURT:








____________________________________







JUDGE/MAGISTRATE _______________

This Court returned a true and correct certified and signed copy of this Order to □ NAME [the parent with whom the Child(ren) reside(s) the majority of the time] or □ the Guardian ad litem for distribution of this Order to the parties.






____________________________________

NAME 

CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Order was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [## day of Month, year], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) the document was sent to, with address(es) sent to.] 






__________________________________________







NAME
[Some courts require an information sheet to be completed for APR Orders where there is no prior domestic relations case.  If your court requires an information sheet, you can use this form.  Please note the following rules regarding this form.

· The caption must be a domestic relations caption.  

· The petitioner(s) must be the parent(s) with whom the Child(ren) reside the majority of the time.    
· The respondent should be the other parent.

· There can be intervenors, but there cannot be special respondents.]  
	DISTRICT/JUVENILE COURT, NAME OF COUNTY, COLORADO

Address

City, Colorado ZIP Code 
IN RE THE PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF:

NAME(S), 

Child(ren)

NAME(S), 

Petitioner(S)

And 

NAME(S), 

Respondent(S) or Co-Petitioner(S)

AND/OR 

NAME(S),

Intervenor(S).
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	Case Number: YRJV####
Division:   #


	CASE INFORMATION SHEET



Full Name of Petitioner:
Date of birth:          
Address: 

Phone #: 

Email: 

[Copy, paste, and complete for each petitioner.]
Full Name of [Co-Petitioner or Respondent]:
Date of Birth:



Address: 

Phone:

Email: 

[Copy, paste, and complete for each co-petitioner and each respondent.]
Full Name of Intervenor:  
Date of Birth:



Address: 

Phone:

Email: 
[Copy, paste, and complete for each intervenor.]

Child(REN):
	Full Name
	Address
	Sex
	Date of Birth

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Information Sheet was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [## day of Month, year], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) the document was sent to, with address(es) sent to.] 






__________________________________________







NAME
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