



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 County Court  FORMCHECKBOX 
 District Court  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Juvenile Court

[County name], State of Colorado

[Address]

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of:

[Child’s name], Child,
And Concerning,

[Parents’ names], Respondents.

Guardian Ad Litem

[Name]
[Address]
	
Case Number: 
Division: 

	MOTION TO CHANGE PLACEMENT


COMES NOW, the Guardian Ad Litem (“GAL”) of record for the minor child in the above- captioned matter who requests this Court change placement of [child’s name] to [name of other sibling’s custodian] who is the Special Respondent in the related case [##].  As grounds, the GAL states as follows:

1. [Child’s name] was born on [date].  After birth, custody was given to the [Name] County Department of Social Services (“the Department”) on [date].  [Child’s name] was placed with her sibling in a [Name] County foster home.
2. Despite the request of sibling’s foster mother, [child’s name] was moved to a different foster home on [date].  Sibling’s foster mother advised the Department at this time that the family was willing to provide long-term foster care for both siblings.  The foster family also advised the Department they wished to adopt both girls, should they become available for adoption.
3. [Name of other sibling’s custodian], the Special Respondent in case [##], has custody of [child’s name]’s other sibling [sibling’s name].  [Name of the other sibling’s custodian] also advised the Department she was willing to care for [child’s name] for long-term placement and possible adoption.
4. Respondent mother [mother’s name] advised the Department she wished to have [child’s name] placed with [name of other sibling’s custodian], rather than foster care.
5. [Name of other sibling’s custodian] was deemed an appropriate placement for [other sibling’s name] in [date].  [Name of other sibling’s custodian] has cooperated with the Department and there have been no concerns regarding her home.  [Name of other sibling’s custodian] has advised the Department and this GAL she will abide by all court orders regarding visitation of [child’s name] and Respondent mother.
6. Pursuant to C.R.S. 19-3-213(1)(c)(I), the Department shall make thorough efforts to locate a joint placement for all children from the same sibling group.  If the Department locates an appropriate, capable, willing and available joint placement, there is a presumption that a joint placement is in the best interest of the child (emphasis added). In the case at bar, despite two appropriate, capable, willing and available joint placements, the Department chose to place [child’s name] separately in foster care.
7. C.R.S. 19-3-507(1)(b) requires that if a child is part of a sibling group and is not placed with siblings, the caseworker shall submit to the court a statement about whether it continues to be in the best interest of the child to be placed separately (emphasis added).  In the case at bar, no such letter was provided to this Court.
8. C.R.S. 19-1-116(5) requires that children shall be transferred to the least restrictive setting at the earliest possible date.  [Name of other sibling’s custodian]’s home, as a Special respondent, family acquaintance, and caretaker of [other sibling’s name], is less restrictive than the [Name] County foster care system.

9. 
The Colorado state legislature has declared, pursuant to C.R.S. 19-3-500.2, that it is beneficial for a child who is removed from his or her home and placed in foster care to be able to continue relationships with his or her siblings, regardless of age.  The Court is reminded that initial decisions about temporary placement may affect ultimate permanent placement of the children in a sibling group.

10. 
Due to [sibling’s name]’s emotional instability, it would not be in [sibling’s name]’s interest to remove her from her current foster home to join [child’s name].  [Sibling’s name] has been with her foster family since March of 2004.  She is extremely bonded to the foster family.  Likewise, [other sibling’s name] has been in the primary care of [name of other sibling’s custodian] since [other sibling’s name] was only [how] old.  This GAL objects to any attempt to change the current 
placement of [sibling’s name] or [other sibling’s name].  Therefore, to keep at least two siblings together, [child’s name] must be moved to [other sibling’s custodian]’s home.


WHEREFORE, the GAL requests that the minor child, [child’s name], be placed in the temporary custody of Special respondent [name of other sibling’s custodian].  In the alternative, the GAL requests a hearing to show cause why [name of other sibling’s custodian] is not considered by the Department to be an appropriate, capable, willing and available placement option for the child.

              


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

__________________________________________

GUARDIAN AD LITEM of record
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I hereby certify that on this [##] day of [Month, year], a true and correct copy of the foregoing Motion was either deposited in the United States Mail postage pre-paid, or hand delivered to the following by the means indicated:

[Name] Department of Social Service
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