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COMES NOW, the Guardian Ad Litem (“GAL”), [Name], and hereby submits this Guardian Ad Litem Motion to Maintain Placement of Child with Kin and as grounds hereby states:

1. On or about [Month ##, 20##], the Court held a Benchmark Hearing for Child [Name]. A portion of that hearing was used to discuss the current situation with Child [Name]’s placement. 
2. On or about [Month ##, 20##], Child [Name] was placed in a group home following a disruption in her prior kin placement. Through no fault of Child [Name]’s, she was asked to leave her prior kin home with [Name] with no notice. The only placement that the Department could find at that point was at a group home. At the time placement was made, the caseworker and GAL discussed the fact that Child [Name] did not need a group home level of care, but there were no less restrictive placements for Child [Name] at the time. 
3. Child [Name] remained in the group home for roughly two and a half months. While Child [Name] was at the group home, there were no concerns with her behaviors or ability to comply with the conditions of the group home. She received positive reports from the group home staff, and she did her best to remain out of any drama that occurred at the home. That said, Child [Name] was very unhappy in her setting for several reasons. She did not make many peer connections, due to feeling as though she was in a different place in her life than the rest of the residents. Child [Name] was consistently worried about others going through her things, especially after she had a bus pass go missing one morning. Additionally, the group home was a substantial distance from Child [Name]’s school and work, requiring a lengthy bus ride to get back to the community Child [Name] is most comfortable in.
4. Soon after Child [Name] moved into the group home, she requested that she be able to do weekend passes at her friend [Name]’s home. Friend [Name] is a friend Child [Name] has had throughout her life, and she had recently reconnected with Friend[Name] and her family. The Department ran background checks on Friend [Name]’s [party], and ultimately approved for the weekend visits to occur. This GAL was in agreement with the visits occurring as well. 
5. At the end of [Month, 20##], Child [Name] proposed to the caseworker and GAL that she wanted to move in with Friend [Name] and her family as soon as possible. She reported that she was very supported by the family, they had been providing her with care and guidance during her passes, and they were willing to provide her with that care and guidance full time. The GAL and caseworker scheduled a home visit to talk with Friend [Name]’s [party], [Party Name], to see the home and discuss what the arrangement would look like. This visit occurred on [Month ##, 20##]. The caseworker and GAL were able to meet Friend [Name], [Name], and [party], [Party Name]. There was a fruitful discussion about what placement would look like, what the expectations were for Child [Name] in the home, and the caseworker and GAL left the visit feeling very positive about the arrangement, and advised Child [Name] that they were in agreement with her moving in with [Party Name]. 
6. Unfortunately, after the caseworker and GAL advised Child [Name] of their agreement to the move, the caseworker advised this GAL of some concerns that came up while running the Trails history for the family. This GAL is unsure why this information had not been obtained when the original background checks were done for weekend passes, as no concerns had been identified at that time. The caseworker advised this GAL that the Department could not agree to continued placement at [Party Name]’s home within a few days of Child [Name] moving all of her items to [Party Name]’s home.
7. The specific concerns in the Trials history are related to [Party Name] and [Party Name] having domestic disturbances, which in one instance included Friend [Name]. As recently as [Month] of [20##], there was an investigation after [party] pushed Friend [Name] into a bench, causing her to get a mark. There were also prior concerns about Friend [Name]’s mental health, and her making allegations of physical abuse by [party]. 

8. At the Benchmark Hearing, [Party Name] provided the Court with a letter that provides some additional context to the Department’s concerns. This GAL has also had a lengthy conversation with [Party Name], and a subsequent meeting with Child [Name] to discuss the concerns and how to mitigate them. [Party Name] has acknowledged to the Court and this GAL that there was tension in her home between Friend [Name] and [party] for some time. [Party Name] attributes that tension to several things, to include the fact that both have similar stubborn personalities, that [Party Name] was unemployed at the time and was suffering from significant medical ailments, and that Friend [Name] was also suffering from hormonal imbalances, which had an effect on her mood and emotions. Since that incident has occurred, [Party Name] and the rest of the family have taken substantial steps to change the dynamic within their family. [Party Name] received a transplant, which improved his medical condition, and Friend [Name] was diagnosed with the hormonal imbalance and began taking medication. [Party Name] has obtained successful employment as a [job], Friend [Name] has found more independence with her license and her own car, [Party Name] made changes in her work schedule to work from home part time, and the whole family attended counseling. [Party Name] was able to identify to this GAL how the situation has changed, and was able to articulate how the family is operating in a more positive manner.
9. This GAL met with Child [Name] on [Month ##, 20##] to discuss the situation and gauge her perspective on everything. Child [Name] was very clear to this GAL that she wanted to remain with [Party Name] and her family, and would be extremely unhappy if she had to return to a group home. Child [Name] expressed that she would rather have the case close than to be forced back to the group home. The primary reason that Child [Name] expressed wanting to stay with [Party Name] was the fact that she was actually being cared for and loved at [Party Name]’s home. Child [Name] expressed sadness over her life, especially during the last two years with the Department involved, but even prior to the Department’s involvement. Child [Name] expressed sadness over her lack of family and support, and the fact that she has had to figure out how to grow up on her own. She articulated how being with [Party Name] was different, and how she truly felt a part of the family. Child [Name] is learning how to cook [Party Name]’s famous recipes, she is learning how to take care of a garden, and she is learning how to be a member of a family. 
10. On top of the supportive environment that Child [Name] is currently living in, the kinship home is located in [City], which Child [Name] has always identified her home base. All of Child [Name]’s closest friends reside in [City], her school is in [City], and her employment is also located in [City]. [City] is the community Child [Name] wants to live in, and has expressed the importance of that community to all professionals throughout the duration of this case.

11. This GAL and Child [Name] have had several conversations about the potential safety risks associated with staying with [Party Name] and her family. Child [Name] has expressed feeling safe in the home, and has not noted any concerns during her stays at the home in the past. That said, she is aware of the past incidents that have occurred, and has talked with this GAL about the steps that she would take should she feel unsafe in the home. These are the same steps that she identified she would take if she felt unsafe in the group home as well. Child [Name] has several friends, many of whom have their own car and driver’s license, who are available to help Child [Name] should she ever be in a crisis situation. Specifically, Child [Name] has identified three friends ([Name], [Name] and [Name]) that she would be able to reach out to in an emergency situation. Obviously, the GAL does not desire for there to be an emergency situation, but in the event there is, this GAL is confident that Child [Name] has a plan to ensure her safety in such a situation. 
12. The Department advised the Court at the Benchmark Hearing that they cannot approve placement of Child [Name] at [Party Name]’s home. The Department currently has Child [Name] identified as a runaway in their system, due to her refusal to return to the group home. It is the GAL’s position that the Court can make findings approving this placement as a safe and appropriate placement that meets Child [Name]’s needs. The GAL believes this placement to be the least restrictive placement available, and believes the placement to be in Child [Name]’s best interest.
13. The Court has jurisdiction over the placement of children and their disposition. Denver v. Juvenile Court, 511 P.2d 898, Colo (1973). A child can be placed with kin that would have otherwise been disqualified by the Department with a Court order. C.R.S. § 19-3-407. 
WHEREFORE, this GAL respectfully requests that this Court GRANT her Motion to Maintain Placement of Child [Name] with Kin. 
Dated this [##] day of [Month, 20##].












Respectfully Submitted,













___________________________













[Name]
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that on this [##] day of [Month, 20##], I hand-delivered via Court mailbox, a true and correct copy of the foregoing document to the following:

[Name(s) of individual(s) this Motion was sent to, with address(es).]
_______________________________









  [Name]
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