



	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] COUNTY, COLORADO

[Street address]

[City], Colorado [zip code]
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

[NAME(S)],

                                                                                           Child[ren/Youth/Youths],

And Concerning,

[NAME(S)],
Respondent[s].

	(COURT USE ONLY(

	[Name]

Guardian ad litem for the Child[ren/Youth/Youths Name(s)]

[Street address]

[City,] Colorado [zip code]

Phone: [###-###-####]     

Fax: [###-###-####]

Email: [aaa@bbb.ccc]

Atty. Reg. #: [####]

	Case Number: [##]JV[##]

Division: [##]


	GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S FORTHWITH MOTION REGARDING 
PRESCRIPTION OF MEDICATION FOR CHILDREN



COMES NOW the Guardian ad Litem (hereinafter “GAL”), [NAME], and submits the following Forthwith Motion Regarding the Prescription of Medication for Children, and moves this Court for an Order authorizing the prescription of medication for the minor children of this matter. As grounds for this request, the GAL states as follows: 

Certificate of Compliance with Rule 121: The undersigned asserts that he has conferred with all parties to this matter regarding the present Motion. The Department of Human Services supports the relief sought herein, while [roles] object. 

1. Since the filing of this case on [Month, ##, 20##], the Department of Human Services has maintained legal custody over [NAME]. In the interim, Respondent Parents have had no contact with any of the children.
2. Throughout the pendency of the case, all [#] of the children have been subject to various periods of hospitalization and residential treatment, necessitated in light of the children’s significant behavioral and psychological issues – manifestations of severe anxiety and symptoms associated with post-traumatic stress disorder. 

3.  In an effort to alleviate these symptoms, treatment providers at [Name of Treatment Center] and the [Name of Treatment Center] have prescribed and administered medications for [NAME], with the authorization of Respondent [role]. While these medications have been beneficial for three of the children, [NAME] has been denied such benefit, as [role] has repeatedly and consistently objected to [NAME] being medicated. 

4. The undersigned has recently participated in a series of medication evaluation meetings with staff at [Name of Treatment Center], where [NAME] currently resides. During these meetings, treatment providers have recommended a prescription of [Name of Prescription] for [NAME].  [Name of Prescription], an anti-anxiety agent, is intended to calm [NAME], to alleviate his/her regular feelings of stress and instability, and to help [NAME] sleep. Of the number of meetings held (or otherwise scheduled), [role] participated in two. During the most recent of these, [role], again, stated his/her objection to medication for [NAME]. Subsequent meetings were scheduled, however, [role] did not participate in them. 
5. In the time since the most recent medication evaluation, and upon Respondent [role]’srequest, staff at the [Name of Treatment Center] have attempted a number of other, more practical approaches to alleviating [NAME’S] behaviors and demonstrated anxiety (i.e., increased supervision, white noise at bedtime, etc.) At the time of this filing, such approaches have not proven successful. Notably, [NAME] has repeatedly and consistently self-advocated for medication. 
6. Moreover, [Name of other child] was placed in residential treatment at [Name of Treatment Center] in [Month] of [20##]. In recent weeks, staff there have considered, and ultimately recommended, a modification of [NAME’S] medication regimen. The staff’s efforts to reach Respondent [role] in order to discuss these matters and otherwise obtain his/her authorization have been unsuccessful.

7. While Respondent [role] has been largely non-responsive, Respondent [role] is awaiting sentencing on a charge of child abuse, to which he has plead guilty. Sentencing was initially scheduled for [Month ##, 20##], although it has since been continued [Month ##, 20##]. It is anticipated that [role] may serve [#-#] years in prison as a result of the charge. 
8. Colorado law holds that every foster child has the right to receive adequate and appropriate medical and mental health services. C.R.S. §19-7-101(d). The undersigned remains concerned that, absent the parents’ authorization and consent, the children have been denied those “adequate and appropriate” mental health services to which they are legally entitled. 
9. Further, the juvenile court has authority to make all decisions regarding the care and custody of children under its jurisdiction. City and County of Denver v. Juvenile Court, 511 P.2d 898, 901 (Colo. 1973). Presently, Respondent parents have failed to exercise their decision-making authority in accordance with the children’s best interests. As a result, it is the undersigned’s belief that judicial intervention is necessary. 
10. Ultimately, it is the parents who perpetrated (or otherwise facilitated) the physical and psychological abuse these children have endured. According to therapeutic treatment providers, this abuse is directly correlated to the symptoms of trauma they have exhibited and the extreme behaviors they have displayed. To permit Respondent Parents the ability to deprive the children of the appropriate treatment, intended to remedy said trauma, is contrary to the children’s best interests. 

11. In consideration of the foregoing, the undersigned seeks an order granting authorization for treatment providers, including staff at [Name of Treatment Center] and [Name of Treatment Center], to administer a regimen of medication deemed medically appropriate, with specific consideration to the prescription of [Name of Prescription]. The undersigned asserts that, in his/her role as Guardian ad Litem, he will take any and all necessary measures to ensure that such medication is administered appropriately and in furtherance of the children’s best interests.  
WHEREFORE, the Guardian ad Litem requests an ORDER authorizing the prescription of medication, absent the consent of Respondent parents. In the alternative, the undersigned requests that this Court schedule this matter for hearing to allow for further discussion of these matters on the record. 
Respectfully submitted this [##] day of [Month], [20##]







_______________________________







 
[NAME]







GAL

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
The undersigned does certify that on the [##] day of [Month], [20##], a true and correct copy of the GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S FORTHWITH MOTION REGARDING PRESCRIPTION OF MEDICATION FOR CHILDREN was deposited, via hand delivery by the undersigned, to the Courthouse mail boxes located in the [District/Juvenile Court] clerk’s office, [Street Address] to the following persons: 
[name(s) of individual(s) this Motion was sent to, with address(s).]
________________________________________
[Name] 
10/13/2021

