



	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] COUNTY, COLORADO

[Street address]
[City], Colorado [zip code]
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

[NAME(S)],

                                                                                               Child[ren or Youth],

And Concerning,

[NAME(S)],

Respondent[s].


	( COURT USE ONLY(

	[Name]
Guardian ad litem for the Child[ren/Youth Name(s)]
[Street address]
[City,] Colorado [zip code]
Phone: [###-###-####]     

Fax: [###-###-####]
Email: [aaa@bbb.ccc]

Atty. Reg. #: [####]

	Case Number: [##]JV[##]
Division: [##]


	GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S MOTION FOR NORMALCY




[The Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act provides categories for the many activities that could fall under a petition for normalcy. See paragraph 13 for details.  Although this Motion focuses on a common issue of sleepovers, this Motion can be used for enforcement of any of the many activities that could fall under the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act. Please feel free to delete language you do not want/need in your motion.]

[Name], Guardian ad litem (“GAL”) for the Child[ren or Youth [Name(s)] [(“the Children or the Youth”)], hereby submits this Motion for Normalcy (“Motion”) to request this Court order enforcement of the [Children’s or Youth’s] right[s] to [what.  An example is the right of the child to go to a sleepover.]    In support, this GAL states the following.
DUTY TO CONFER

1. This GAL conferred with the Child[ren or Youth], the [City/County] Attorney [Name], and [insert other applicable roles and names] regarding this Motion.     
2. The [Child(ren) or Youth does or does not] support[s] this Motion.  [Per the commentary to CJD 04-06(IV)(D)(1), do not state the child’s/youth’s position if the child/youth informed you that the child/youth does not want you to report the child/youth’s position to the court].    
3. [Name(s)] support[s] this Motion. 

4. [Name(s)] do[es] not support this Motion.
5. [Name(s) has/have] not responded to this GAL’s attempts to confer regarding this Motion.

FACTS

[State all facts supporting your motion. The next few paragraphs are examples of what you may want to state, but they are not all-inclusive, and they may be irrelevant to your motion.]
6. This Court has jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter.

7. The [Child(ren) or Youth Name(s)] [is/are] [##] year(s) old.

8. The [Child(ren) or Youth Name(s)] [is/are] currently placed in foster care with [whom.  Provide details regarding relevant placement facts and history.]

9. The [Child(ren) or Youth Name(s)] has [made/kept] friends, including [Friend’s Name], whose house the [Child(ren) or Youth Name(s)] has been invited to for a sleepover.

10. [Other relevant details about the friend, such as length of time known, age, etc.]
11. [Details about the sleepover requested, if the foster care placement has visited the home and/or met the friend’s parents.]
12. [Any other relevant information.]

LAW
[State all facts supporting your motion. The next few paragraphs are examples of what you may want to state, but they are not all-inclusive, and they may be irrelevant to your motion.  Be sure to edit this section as warranted by your motion.]
13. The Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act of 2014 created requirements for “normalcy” for youth in foster care. Pub. L. No. 113-183, 128 Stat. 1919.  This included requiring states to develop a “reasonable and prudent parent standard” for the child's participation in age or developmentally appropriate extracurricular, enrichment, cultural, and social activities that would apply to anyone receiving funds under title IV part E.  Id. 
14. The Colorado General Assembly recognizes some elements of “normalcy,” specifying that youth in foster care should be able to enjoy participating in “extracurricular, cultural, and personal enrichment activities consistent with a youth’s age and developmental level” and be “free to have social contacts with people outside the foster care system, such as… friends.”  C.R.S. § 19-7-101(1)(l), (n) (2020).

15. The Colorado General Assembly directly addresses normalcy in a legislative declaration stating that it is important for youth placed in foster care to “have increased access to normative, developmentally appropriate extracurricular activities to help prepare them for independence.”  C.R.S. § 19-7-103(1) (2020).  The General Assembly also requires to following implementation measures.  Id.
15. Foster home parents, group home parents, and group center administrators must make reasonable efforts to allow youth to participate in extracurricular, cultural, educational, work-related, and personal enrichment activities.  Id.
15. The Colorado Department of Human Services (CDHS) must make rules for the implementation of this statute, the Colorado Revised Statute 19-7-103.  Id.
16. CDHS regulations define the reasonable and prudent parent standard as “careful and sensible parental decisions that maintain the health, safety, and best interests of the child or youth while encouraging the emotional and developmental growth of the child or youth that a provider shall use when determining whether to allow a child or youth in foster care . . . to participate in extracurricular, enrichment, cultural, and social activities.” 12 C.C.R. 7 § 2509-1:7.000.2 (2020).  
17. For an activity to qualify under the reasonable and prudent parent standard in Colorado, the activity must maintain the child’s health, safety, and best interest, encourage emotional and developmental growth, be age or developmentally appropriate, and be otherwise appropriate for the provider to approve.  12 C.C.R. 7 § 2509-8:7.701.200 (2020). To make this judgment, the provider must have adequate knowledge about the youth including attributes, preferences, and behavioral and/or mental health, adequate knowledge about the age or developmental appropriateness of the activity in question, and adequate knowledge that the risk of reasonably foreseeable harm is at an acceptable level.  Id.
ARGUMENT

[State all arguments supporting your motion. The next few paragraphs are examples of what you may want to state, but they are not all-inclusive, and they may be irrelevant to your motion.  Be sure to edit this section as warranted by your motion.]
18. A youth in foster care has the right to normalcy.  The activities included under these provisions are broad, stating only “age or developmentally appropriate extracurricular, enrichment, cultural, and social activities.”  This leaves the list of activities encouraged under a right to normalcy as a large and undefined.
19. A sleepover falls under the allowed and encouraged list of activities because it is clearly a social activity, as long as the child is at an appropriate age and developmental level to handle a sleepover.
20. [Child(ren) or Youth Name(s)] is [##] years old, which is a common age to have sleepovers. 

21. Additionally, in Colorado, youth in foster care have the right to see friends, and this activity is an important friendship activity.

22. A sleepover also qualifies under Colorado’s regulations because it is in the child’s best interest, does not compromise health or safety more than any other age and developmentally appropriate activity, it encourages emotional growth by way of developing friendships, which are important social ties, sleepovers are, as previously stated, age appropriate here, and this is the type of activity that is appropriate for the caregiver of a youth to approve.

23. Participating in a sleepover is in the best interest of the child because it provides new opportunities for growth, new experiences, and strengthening social ties and bonds.
24. Cultivating and maintaining friendships is important in making people, not just youth in foster care, feel stable and in control of even a small part of their lives. Stability and control are important issues for youth in foster care.
25. If the ability for [Child(ren) or Youth Name(s)] to attend a sleepover is denied, then [Child(ren) or Youth Name(s)] will experience negative impacts from this decision. Friendships that were being developed or maintained may fall slightly flat if [Child(ren) or Youth Name(s)] cannot fully participate.  [Child(ren) or Youth Name(s)] may experience frustration and increased emotional responses due to being denied and feeling out of control over something so small, on top of already being placed out-of-home.

26. While there may be concerns over liability and the foster care placement’s uncertainty over the safety and trauma-informed nature of the [Sleepover Host], [Foster Care Placement] is covered under the reasonable and prudent parent standard. This standard allows them to make judgment calls about activities such as sleepovers as a reasonable and prudent parent would.

27. [Foster Care Placement] has met with [Sleepover Host] and visited the home. While full background checks have not been run for [Sleepover Host], [Foster Care Placement] should be able to make a judgment call under the reasonable and prudent parent standard to allow [Child(ren) or Youth Name(s)] to participate in “normalcy activities,” such as a sleepover, without liability concerns.

28. [Make any additional relevant arguments]. 

WHEREFORE, this GAL respectfully requests that this Court grant this Motion and order the enforcement of the [Child(ren)’s or Youth’s] right[s] to [what.  An example is the right of a child to attend a sleepover.]  





RESPECTFULLY submitted this [##] day of [Month], [20##].  
______________________________________________________

      
[Name]
GAL 
CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this GAL’s Motion for Normalcy, was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [##] day of [Month], [20##], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) this Motion was sent to, with address(es).]






____________________________________







[Name]
	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] COUNTY, COLORADO

[Address]
City, Colorado ZIP Code
	▲ COURT USE ONLY ▲

	THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

[Name(s)],

                                                                                               Child[ren],

And Concerning,

[Name(s)],

Respondent(s).


	

	
	Case Number: [##]JV[##]

Division: [##]

	ORDER GRANTING GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S MOTION FOR NORMALCY




THIS COURT, having reviewed the Guardian ad Litem’s Motion for Normalcy (“Motion”), and the Court file, having heard any evidence presented and considered the statements of the parties and their counsel, and being fully advised, FINDS:

1. The Court has jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter.  

2. The Motion is well-founded and supported by the law and evidence. 

3. [Add other necessary findings.]

THEREFORE, THIS COURT ORDERS:  

1. The Motion is granted.  

2. The [Child/ren or Youth NAME(s)] shall [what].
3. [Add other necessary orders.]


DONE this [##] day of [Month], 20[##].
BY THIS COURT:








____________________________________







[Judge/Magistrate] [Name]

This Court returned a true and correct signed copy of this Order to the GAL for distribution to the parties via the below Certificate of Delivery or Mailing.







____________________________________








[Name]

CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Order was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [##] day of [Month], [20##], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) the Order was sent to, with address(es).] 







____________________________________






[Name] 

12/11/2020

