



	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] COUNTY, COLORADO

[Street address]

[City], Colorado [zip code]

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

[NAME(S)],

                                                                                               Child[ren/Youth/Youths],

And Concerning,

[NAME(S)],

Respondent[s].

	COURT USE ONLY



	[Name]

Guardian ad litem for the Child[ren/Youth/Youths Name(s)]

[Street address]

[City,] Colorado [zip code]

Phone: [###-###-####]     

Fax: [###-###-####]

Email: [aaa@bbb.ccc]

Atty. Reg. #: [####]


	Case Number: [##]JV[##]

Division: [##]

	MOTION FOR GUARDIAN AD LITEM TO HAVE TEMPORARY EDUCATIONAL DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY REGARDING [NAME].


Comes now, [NAME], Guardian ad Litem for the child, and in the best interests of the child makes [NAME’S] motion to have temporary educational decision-making and would show the Court:

Rule 121 Section 1-15(8) Certification:  The GAL certifies that she has attempted to confer in good faith with Asst. County Attorney, [NAME]; [NAME], attorney for Respondent, [NAME];[NAME], attorney for Respondent, [NAME]; and [NAME], Guardian ad Litem for [NAME].  The People have no objection.  [NAME] has not responded. [NAME] has no objection. 
1. On [Month ##, 20##], the GAL was appointed to represent the best interests of the child, [NAME], born [Month ##, ####].
2. The mother of the child is [NAME]. The father of the child is [NAME]. 

3. The child is in the custody of the Department of Human Services and placed in foster care. The child is in need of testing for developmental services as soon as possible, but it may take weeks for these evaluations to be arranged. 
4. It is impractical for the Respondent mother, [NAME] to participate effectively in arranging for evaluations and other education or developmental decision-making due to her work schedule.

5. It is impractical for the Respondent father, [NAME] to participate effectively in arranging for evaluations and other education or developmental decision-making due to his work schedule.

6. There is the immediate need for timely decisions for the child. It is impractical to rely on parents to authorize developmental or educational testing or assessment, participate in Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) meetings or Individual Education Plan (IEP) meetings, or authorize developmental or special education services.
7. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), and state and federal regulations, provides for the protection of a child’s rights as well as the protection of a parent’s rights in assessing and providing early intervention services for a child from birth to age 3 and special education services to children over the age of 3.  20. U.S.C. 1401, et. seq., 34 C.F.R. 300 et. seq.; 34 C.F.R. Part 303.
8. In the case of a child who is a ward of the State, an educational surrogate parent may be appointed to represent the child under IDEA by the judge overseeing the child’s case. 34 C.F.R. 300.519(c).  A ward of the state is defined as a child who, is (1) a foster child; (2) a ward of the state; or (3) in the custody of a public child welfare agency. 34 C.F.R. 300.45.  The child herein is in the custody of the Larimer County Department of Human Services and placed in foster care.   

9. The GAL affirms that she meets the criteria for appointment as she is not an employee of any agency that is involved with the education or care of the child and she has no personal or professional interest that conflicts with the interest of the child and she has the knowledge and skills to ensure adequate representation of the child. 34 C.F.R. 300.519(d(2).

10. Time is of the essence.  The child is in need of someone to arrange for evaluations and to make developmental interventions decisions now.  Granting this motion will not prejudice the parents in that notice was sent to their last known address, each has the right to object and request a hearing, and educational decision-making rights will not otherwise be extinguished.  The GAL will consult with the parents as is practical and to notify them of evaluations and meetings so they may attend. 

11. This request serves the best interest of the child in that there is an emergent need for decisions to be made, and acting as educational surrogate is consistent with the GAL’s charge to represent and promote the child’s best interest. 

WHEREFORE, the GAL requests that the Court enter Orders designating the GAL as educational surrogate for [NAME] in the form attached.

Dated this [##] day of [Month], 20[##]. 









________________________________









[name], Guardian ad Litem
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this [##] day of [Month], 20[##] a true and correct copy of the foregoing document was served as follows:

[name(s) of individual(s) this Motion was sent to, with address(es).]

________________________________









[name]
	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] COUNTY, COLORADO
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[City], Colorado [zip code]
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	Case Number: [##]JV[##]

Division: [##]



	ORDER FOR GUARDIAN AD LITEM TO HAVE TEMPORARY 

EDUCATIONAL DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY FOR [NAME].


This matter came before the Court on the Guardian ad Litem’s (GAL’s) Motion for GAL to have Temporary Education Decision Making Authority Regarding [NAME].  The Court, having considered the GAL’s Motion and any responses thereto, and being fully advised in the premises, hereby finds and orders:

1. The Court has jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter.


2. The child, [NAME], is in need of early intervention evaluation now.  It is impractical for the parents to arrange for these evaluations at this time.

THEREFORE the Court ORDERS that, until further order of this court, or until the Court’s jurisdiction herein is terminated, whichever comes first, [NAME], Guardian ad Litem, is appointed Educational Surrogate to make to make educational decisions in the best interests of the child, [NAME].  The GAL may represent the child in all matters relating to the identification, evaluation, and educational placement of the child and the provision early intervention services and/or of a free appropriate public education for the child. The GAL shall inform and consult with the parents as is reasonable and practical of evaluations and meetings regarding the early intervention services. 

Any agency or school district seeking authorization for assessment or testing, conducting an IEP, or in which the child is enrolled, shall recognize the GAL as the Educational Surrogate and having such authority.

IT IS SO ORDERED

Date: [##] [Month, 20##]



____________________________________








[NAME], District Court Magistrate 

Copies to: 

10/13/2021


