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	PETITION IN RE A YOUTH IN TRANSITION


PETITIONER, [Name], respectfully petitions the Court to initiate a Youth in Transition proceeding pursuant to § 19-1-307, C.R.S., on behalf of [Name] (hereinafter “[Name]”), who consents to enter the Foster Youth in Transition Program. As grounds, Petitioner states the following: 
1. Name]’s date of birth is [date], and [he/she/they turn/turns] [##] years old today. [Name] is eligible to enter the Foster Youth in Transition Program created by HB 21-1094 because [Name] was formerly in foster care in [case number]. [Name] was removed from home prior to age 18 pursuant to a judicial determination that it was contrary to the welfare of the child to remain in the home and that reasonable efforts were made to keep the child in the home. 
2. Venue is proper because [Name] attests to residency in [Name] County. 
3. [Name] voluntarily consents to enter the Foster Youth in Transition Program. [His/Her/Their] signed Voluntary Services Agreement is attached to this Petition as required by HB 21-1094, § 1 (adding § 19-1-307(6) (forthcoming)). 
4. [Name] meets the eligibility requirements defined in § 19-7-304(1).  Specifically, [he/she/they is/are] currently incapable of engaging in the work and school requirements statutorily required of [him/her/them] due to a severe substance use disorder, a condition [he/she/they have/has] had for years and a condition for which [he/she/they] repeatedly sought detoxification and inpatient treatment to no avail.  These treatments were not available to [him/her/them] in the state of Colorado through hospitals or DHS placements, and as a result, [he/she/they is/are] now in adult detention.  The system has failed this youth by not providing for [his/her/their] treatment needs when [he/she/they was/were] a minor, and these issues are detailed and well-supported by the court records in [case numbers]. §19-7-304(1)(c)(II) allows such exceptions for youth who are incapable of engaging in the work and school requirements.  Furthermore, [Name] very much intends to engage in completing [his/her/their] education and pursuing employment.  [He/She/They] would like to return to [Name] High School if possible or pursue [his/her/their] GED.  [He/She/They is/are] also interested in pursuing employment at [name]. [He/She/They realizes/realize] that [his[/her/their] best first step is getting [his/her/their] substance abuse issues under control, and [he/she/they is/are] currently engaged in the weekly substance abuse counseling offered by detention with [Name].  Intending to engage in work or school also fulfills the statutory requirements of § 19-7-304(1)(c)(I).
5. It is the wish of [Name] and in [his/her/their] best interest to receive assistance from the Department pursuant to § 19-7-305.  [He/she/they is/are] in need of the panoply of services to which [he/she/they is/are] entitled pursuant to the Foster Youth in Transition Program. At a minimum and at this point in time, [Name] needs case management services and the development of a Roadmap for Success to assist [his/her/their] transition to adulthood, assistance with substance abuse and mental health treatment, assistance with entry into a sober living facility, ensuring Medicaid continuity, assistance eventually re-enrolling in school or a GED program, and eventually obtaining housing, employment, a state ID or driver’s license, and community resources or benefits to which [he/she/they] may be entitled.  [He/She/They is/are] in need of a wide safety net of professionals to ensure that [his/her/their] transition to adulthood is as successful as possible.
6. In entering the Foster Youth in Transition Program, [Name] retains all the rights and responsibilities that [he/she/they] would otherwise have, as described in HB 21-1094, § 1 (adding § 19-7-304(5) (forthcoming)).
7. By consenting to the facts set forth in the petition and to the jurisdiction of the court, 
[Name] may be required to attend court at least once every six months pursuant to § 19-3702. [Name] may request that the case be dismissed at any time, forgoing the benefits and obligations of the Foster Youth in Transition Program. 
8. A Roadmap to Success for [Name] will need to be completed once a DHS worker is assigned to the case.
9. Undersigned counsel conferred with [Name] DHS and was advised that [Name] DHS’ position is that there cannot be a Foster Youth in Transition case due to [Name] being in detention, which is why undersigned counsel has initiated the filing of this petition on [his/her/their] behalf. [Name] requests that that undersigned counsel be appointed as [his/her/their] counsel in this Foster Youth in Transition Program case. 
WHEREFORE, the Petitioner requests that the Court set this matter for an initial hearing and grant [Name] DHS legal authority for the case management services described above.
Verification
I declare under penalty of perjury of the law of Colorado that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, the foregoing is true and correct.
                        
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this [##] day of [month], year].
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