	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] 

COUNTY, COLORADO

[Street address]

[City], Colorado [zip code]

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

[NAME],

A Youth in Transition.


	( COURT USE ONLY(

	[Name]

Counsel for [Youth’s name]

[Street address]

[City,] Colorado [zip code]

Phone: [###-###-####]     

Fax: [###-###-####]

Email: [aaa@bbb.ccc]

Atty. Reg. #: [####]


	Case Number: [##]JV[##]

Division: [##]


	MOTION FOR HOUSING AND FOOD ASSISTANCE




[Youth’s name], by and through this Counsel, [Name] (“this Counsel”), hereby submits this Motion for Housing and Food Assistance (“Motion”). In support, this Counsel states the following.
CONFERRAL
1. This Counsel conferred with [City/County] Attorney [Name], and [insert other applicable roles and names] regarding this Motion.     

2. [Use applicable language and delete the rest.] [Name(s)] support[s] this Motion. [Name(s)] do[es] not support this Motion. [Name(s) has/have] not responded to this Counsel’s attempts to confer regarding this Motion.

FACTS

[State all relevant and persuasive facts supporting your motion. The below facts are an example.]

3. This Foster Youth in Transition Program (“FYTP”) case is set for a Review Hearing on [Date].
4. This Counsel was previously [Youth’s name]’s GAL. This Counsel last met with [Youth’s name] on [Date]. 
5. [Youth’s name] was involved in an altercation in their group home in [Month] of [year], which resulted in a mandatory protection order between [Youth’s name] and another youth in the group home. 
6. Parties are addressing the youth’s charges independently. 

7. [Youth’s name] had to leave the group home due to the protection orders. The other youth involved in the altercation is no longer at the group home.
8. [Youth’s name] was periodically permitted to stay at relatives’ homes, but consistently experienced resurfacing trauma, exposure to drug use by family members, and overall unsafe instability in each of his family member’s homes. 
9. On numerous occasions when relatives were unsafe or unreliable, [Youth’s name] was left with no safe options other than sleeping in the park.
10. The group home where [Youth’s name] previously resided was reported to the state by [Name of] County Department Human Services and is now under investigation. The group home cannot accept group home residents. It is renting bedrooms to youth and young adults who need somewhere to live but cannot be formally placed in the group home anymore.
11. [Youth’s name] resided with Name] for [#] of years prior to these events taking place. {Youth’s name] has only ever had consistent support, care and mentorship from the staff and caretakers at the former group home. The former group home has always been home to [Youth’s name]. 
12. Now that the group home is no longer a licensed group home and is into an independent living facility, [Youth’s name] has been able to reside there temporarily, due to having no other place to live.
13. Due to the independent living facility’s encouraging staff and supports, [Youth’s name] is now reemployed and engaging in therapeutic and Chaffee services. [Youth’s name] wants to remain at the independent living facility, to continue having access to adult supports, transportation to medical appointments and court hearings, mentorship for independent living skills, and maintain a safe and stable living environment.
14. [Youth’s name] will need to start paying rent at the independent living facility, as they are no longer considered a group home for foster placements. [Youth’s name] needs partial rent assistance and food assistance until he is able to meet their own financial obligations. The Department still holds legal custody of [Youth’s name] through the Foster Youth in Transition case.
LAW
15. In drafting House Bill 21-1094, the bill that created the FYTP, the General Assembly noted the following serious circumstances of Colorado youth who are exiting or who have exited the foster care system:
(a) Each year, for a variety of reasons, more than two hundred youth, ages eighteen to twenty-one, exit Colorado's foster care system without an established permanent home or a stable support network;
(b) These youth typically do not have the same safety nets, supportive adults, and support networks as other youth their age;
(c) Many of these youth will face challenges as they search for affordable housing, pursue higher education or training, search for employment, manage tight budgets, take care of health needs, and more;
(d) Youth who are making the transition out of foster care into independent living face not only the typical developmental changes and new experiences that are common to youth but also the dramatic change from being under the county's care to being on their own, many without any support systems to help them succeed;

(e) 
Additionally, many of these youth are dealing with the long-term consequences of trauma related to their experience with abuse, neglect, removal, or overall lack of resources;

(e) The array of services and supports available to youth while they are in the foster care system, including housing, food, health-care, and caseworker support, diminish when the youth exit the foster care system; and
(g) 
Available research shows that emancipating youth benefit from extended foster care services and supports until age twenty-one, and community-based supports through early adulthood, but for the benefits of such services and supports to last, youth in foster care need developmentally appropriate services, including freedom to test their independence and to make mistakes with proportional consequences and a reasonable safety net.

C.R.S. 19-7-301(1) (2021). Emphasis added. 
16. In response to these serious circumstances facing Colorado Youth who are exiting or have existed foster care, HB21-1094 requires departments to offer youth participating in the FYTP a long list of services and supports:  

[HB21-1245 amends 19-7-305(1) effective 8/9/2022. Use the below language before 8/9/2022.] 

(a) 
Assistance with enrolling in the appropriate category of medicaid [sic] for which the participating youth is eligible;

(b)(I) 
Assistance with securing safe, affordable, and stable housing. If a county department has legal authority for physical placement:

(A) 
The participating youth's housing is fully or partially funded through foster care maintenance payments, in addition to any other housing assistance the youth is eligible to receive. Any expectations for the youth to contribute to the youth's own expenses must be based upon the youth's ability to pay.

(B) 
With the participating youth's consent, the participating youth's housing may be in any placement approved by the county department or the court for which the participating youth is otherwise eligible and that is the least restrictive option to meet the participating youth's needs; or

(C) 
If the participating youth needs placement in a qualified residential treatment program, then such placement must follow all relevant procedures pursuant to section 19-1-115 concerning the placement of a child or youth in a qualified residential treatment program.


(II) 
If a county department does not have legal authority for physical placement, the participating youth may:



(A) 
Reside anywhere that the participating youth is otherwise eligible to reside, including a licensed host family home, as defined in section 26-5.7-102(3.5); and



(B) 
Access any financial support for housing that the participating youth is otherwise eligible to receive.

(c)
Case management services, including the development of a case plan with a roadmap to success for the participating youth, as well as assistance in the following areas, as appropriate, and with the agreement of the participating youth:

(I) 
Provision of resources to assist the participating youth in the transition to adulthood;

(II) 
Obtaining employment or other financial support and enhancing financial literacy;

(III) 
Obtaining a driver's license or other government-issued identification card;

(IV) 
Obtaining appropriate community resources and public benefits;

(V) 
Upon request, and if services are available, referral to services satisfying any juvenile or criminal justice system requirements and assisting with expunging the participating youth's court records, as appropriate, pursuant to section 19-1-306;
(VI)
Pursuing educational goals and applying for financial aid, if necessary;

(VII) 
Upon request, and if services are available, referral to services for obtaining the necessary state court findings and applying for special immigrant juvenile status pursuant to federal law, as applicable, or applying for other immigration relief for which the participating youth may be qualified;

(VIII) 
Obtaining copies of health and education records;
(IX) 
Maintaining and building relationships with individuals who are important to the participating youth, including searching for individuals with whom the participating youth has lost contact; and

(X) 
Accessing information about maternal and paternal relatives, including any siblings.

C.R.S. 19-7-305(1) (2021). It is important to note that this long list of services and supports is just a starting point…the floor but not the ceiling…a “minimum” – of what counties must offer youth participating in the FYTP. C.R.S. 19-7-305(1) (“Each county shall offer, at a minimum, the following services and supports to participating youth”). Emphasis added.
[Use the below language after 8/9/2022.]

(a) 
Assistance with enrolling in the appropriate category of medicaid [sic] for which the participating youth is eligible;

(b) 
Assistance with securing safe, affordable, and stable housing in the following ways:
(I) 
The participating youth's living expenses are fully or partially funded through foster care maintenance payments, in addition to any other housing assistance the youth is eligible to receive. Any expectations for the youth to contribute to the youth's own expenses must be based upon the youth's ability to pay; 

(II) 
With the participating youth's consent, the participating youth's housing may be in any placement approved by the county department or the court for which the participating youth is otherwise eligible, including a licensed host family home, as defined in section 26-5.7-102 (3.5), or a supervised independent living placement, and that is the least restrictive option to meet the participating youth's needs; or 

(III) 
If the participating youth needs placement in a qualified residential treatment program, then such placement must follow all relevant procedures pursuant to section 19-1-115 concerning the placement of a child or youth in a qualified residential treatment program.

(c)
Case management services, including the development of a case plan with a roadmap to success for the participating youth, as well as assistance in the following areas, as appropriate, and with the agreement of the participating youth:

(I) 
Provision of resources to assist the participating youth in the transition to adulthood;

(II) 
Obtaining employment or other financial support and enhancing financial literacy;

(III) 
Obtaining a driver's license or other government-issued identification card;

(IV) 
Obtaining appropriate community resources and public benefits;

(V) 
Upon request, and if services are available, referral to services satisfying any juvenile or criminal justice system requirements and assisting with expunging the participating youth's court records, as appropriate, pursuant to section 19-1-306;
(VI)
Pursuing educational goals and applying for financial aid, if necessary;

(VII) 
Upon request, and if services are available, referral to services for obtaining the necessary state court findings and applying for special immigrant juvenile status pursuant to federal law, as applicable, or applying for other immigration relief for which the participating youth may be qualified;

(VIII) 
Obtaining copies of health and education records;
(IX) 
Maintaining and building relationships with individuals who are important to the participating youth, including searching for individuals with whom the participating youth has lost contact; and

(X) 
Accessing information about maternal and paternal relatives, including any siblings.

C.R.S. 19-7-305(1) (2022). Moreover, this long list of services and supports is just a starting point…the floor but not the ceiling…a “minimum” – of what counties must offer youth participating in the FYTP. C.R.S. 19-7-305(1) (“Each county shall offer, at a minimum, the following services and supports to participating youth”). Emphasis added.

20.
Departments must make reasonable efforts throughout FYTP cases. At least seven days before a Transition Hearing, the department must file a report that includes a description of the department’s reasonable efforts toward achieving the youth’s permanency goals and successful transition into adulthood. C.R.S. 19-3-705(2)(a) (2021). permanency goals and successful transition into adulthood. C.R.S. 19-3-705(2)(a) (2021). Where removal is sought, FYTP Petitions must explain that the department made reasonable efforts or that such efforts were not necessary. C.R.S. 19-1-307(2)(a-b) (2022). Before a periodic review, the department must file a report that includes a statement of the department’s efforts to support the youth in meeting the youth’s goals. C.R.S. 19-7-312(3)(c) (2021). During periodic review hearings, courts must find whether the department has made reasonable efforts to implement the youth’s case plan, including the youth’s roadmap to success. C.R.S. 19-7-312(7)(a). At least seven days before an Emancipation Discharge Hearing, the department must file a report that includes a description of the department’s reasonable efforts toward achieving the youth’s permanency goals and successful transition to adulthood. C.R.S. 19-7-310(4)(a) (2021). During an Emancipation Discharge Hearing and/or before a youth emancipates, a court must determine whether the department made reasonable efforts towards achieving the youth’s permanency goals and to prepare the youth for successful transition for adulthood. C.R.S. 19-7-310(3)(b) (2021) and 19-3-705(4)(b). 
ARGUMENT
21. [Youth’s name] is voluntarily participating in the FYTP, a program requiring departments to offer a long list of services and supports to participating youth and requiring departments to make reasonable efforts to assist participating youth in reaching their goals and successfully transitioning into adulthood. 
22. One of the many services and supports counties must offer youth participating in the FYTP, is [what]. [Describe the service and support and why it is necessary for the youth. As an example…One of the many services and supports counties must offer youth participating in the FYTP is housing assistance. C.R.S. 19-7-305(1)(b). [Youth’s name] has a current need for housing assistance because [why]. Without such assistance, [describe what will happen]. Additional services and supports departments must offer youth participating in the FYTP are financial support and assistance with public benefits. C.R.S. 19-7-305(1)(c)(II)(IV). [Youth’s name] needs financial assistance for food because [why]. Without that assistance, [describe what will happen]]. 
23. [Use this paragraph only if it applies.]  Although [name the service or support] is not included in the long statutory list of services and supports that departments must offer to youth participating in the FYTP, that list is just a starting point…the floor, not the ceiling…the minimum of what departments must offer. C.R.S. 19-7-305(1) (“Each county shall offer, at a minimum, the following services and supports to participating youth”). Here, [Youth’s name] needs [name the service or support] because [why]. Without [name the service or support], [what will happen]. [Name the service or support] is necessary for [Youth’s name] to reach their goals and successfully transition into adulthood because [explain why.]   

WHEREFORE, [Youth’s name] by and through this Counsel, [Name], hereby respectfully requests that this Court order [Name of] County Department of Human Services to provide [Youth’s name] housing and food assistance.



    RESPECTFULLY submitted this [##] day of [Month], [20##]. 

__________________________________________________________________

[Name]

Counsel for [Youth’s name] 

CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Motion Housing and Food Assistance was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [##] day of [Month], [20##], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) this Motion was sent to, with address(es).]
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[Name]

	DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] 

COUNTY, COLORADO

[Street address]

[City], Colorado [zip code]

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

[NAME],

A Youth in Transition.


	( COURT USE ONLY(

	[Name]

Counsel for [Youth’s name]

[Street address]

[City,] Colorado [zip code]

Phone: [###-###-####]     

Fax: [###-###-####]

Email: [aaa@bbb.ccc]

Atty. Reg. #: [####]


	Case Number: [##]JV[##]

Division: [##]

	ORDER ON MOTION FOR HOUSING AND FOOD ASSISTANCE




THIS COURT, having reviewed the Motion for Housing and Food Assistance (“Motion”) and the Court file, having heard any evidence presented and considered the statements of the parties and their counsel, and being fully advised, FINDS:

1. The Court has jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter.  

2. The Motion is well-founded and supported by the law and evidence. 

3. [Add necessary findings.]
THEREFORE, THIS COURT ORDERS:  

1. The Motion is granted.  

2. The [Name of] County Department of Human Services shall provide [Youth’s Name] housing and food assistance.
3. [Add necessary orders.]

DONE this [##] day of [Month], 20[##].







BY THIS COURT:


_________________________________





Judge/Magistrate [Name]
This Court returned a true and correct signed copy of this Order to [Name] for distribution to the parties via the below Certificate of Delivery or Mailing.












  


________________________________







[Name] 

CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY OR MAILING
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this Order was hand-delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid, this [##] day of [Month], [20##], duly addressed as follows:
[name(s) of individual(s) the Order was sent to, with address(es).] 












  



________________________________







[Name] 

8/8/2022

