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	FORTHWITH PETITION IN RE A YOUTH IN TRANSITION



PETITIONER, [Name], respectfully petitions the Court to initiate a Youth in Transition proceeding pursuant to C.R.S. 19-1-307, on behalf of [Name], an eligible youth who consents to enter the Foster Youth in Transition Program (FYTP) prior to the court’s jurisdiction terminating on [date].  As grounds, Petitioner states the following: 

1. [Name]’s date of birth is [date].  [They] are currently [##] years old.  
2. The purpose of a Transition Hearing is to determine whether a youth who turns 18 while a named child in a dependency and neglect case will opt into the FYTP program or chose to emancipate. C.R.S 19-3-705(1) (2021). On [date], this Court held a Transition Hearing in [Name’s] Dependency and Neglect (D&N) Case [##JV###]. During that Transition Hearing, [Name] opted into the FYTP. This Counsel’s notes and/or this Court’s minute orders reflect that this Court advised [Name] about the FYTP; appointed this Counsel to represent [Name] in the FYTP case, maintained jurisdiction in the D&N case for the limited purpose of the filing of an FYTP Petition; maintained the [date and type of] Hearing; and ordered DHS to file the FYTP Petition before [date] because this Court’s jurisdiction in [Name’s] D&N Case will expire on [date]. DHS did not object to any of this Court’s orders.    
3. On [date], DHS filed [name of pleading], which seems to indicate that DHS is unwilling to comply with this Court’s [date] order requiring DHS to file the FYTP Petition. Such [name of pleading] is neither authorized nor mentioned by any of the statutes creating the FYTP. Moreover, it appears that in filing their [name of pleading], DHS is asking this Court to reconsider its [date] order requiring DHS to file an FYTP Petition without preserving their objection during the [date] hearing or filing proper motions or appeals.    
4. The legislative declarations articulated in Colorado Revised Statute 19-7-301 (2021) establish the FYTP’s youth-centered, youth-led, and youth-serving goals and purposes. DHS’s [name of leading], its beliefs, its concerns, and its mere possibilities that [Name] may not be eligible for the FYTP are antithetical to these youth-driven purposes. See, e.g. [name of pleading] at paragraphs 13 (DHS “believes it does not have the ability to enter into a Voluntary Services Agreement” and believes that [Name’s] legal custody status may preclude his being able to enter into the Voluntary Services Agreement), 15 (DHS’s concern about Colorado Department of Human Services’ file management systems), 17 (the Assistant City Attorney did not realize that [Name’s] commitment might complicate his ability to participate in the FYTP). Instead of relying upon [Name’s] choices and wishes related to the FYTP and the youth-focused statutes creating and implementing the FYTP, DHS uses its beliefs, concerns, and conjecture to try to deny eligibility to [Name], a youth who wants and needs the many services and supports he could receive though the FYTP. See, e.g., C.R.S. 19-3-203(4)(5) (2021) (providing youth who participate in the FYTP the right to client-directed counsel); C.R.S. 19-19-7-305 (2021) (listing a myriad of minimum services and supports that departments must make available to youth participating in the FYTP).   

5. Moreover, [Name] meets the FYTP eligibility criteria enumerated in C.R.S. 19-7-304 (2022) - criteria which do not preclude youth like [Name] who are committed to the Department of Youth Services from participating in the FYTP. In fact, the FYTP eligibility criterion stated in C.R.S. 19-7-304(1)(b) (2022) specifically refers to youth like [Name] who have a current dependency and neglect case and C.R.S. 19-17-304(1)(b)I)(I) (2021) specifically refers to youth who were in foster care as defined in C.R.S 19-1-103 on or after their 16th birthday and the definition of foster care in C.R.S 19-1-103(51.3) (2021) includes juveniles, like [Name] who are committed to the custody of the state department of human services into a community placement.  
6. Still further, [Name] cannot be deemed emancipated from his D&N case because DHS has not completed its statutorily required obligations related to emancipation and this Court has not been given an opportunity to complete its statutorily required obligations related to emancipation. Examples follow.  

a. While C.R.S. 19-3-705(2)(b) (2021) requires departments to affirm that they have provided youth with many documents, the report DHS filed for the [date] Transition Hearing explicitly states that [Name’s] grandmother may have his birth certificate and [Name] does not have health insurance information, health records, education records, and written information concerning his family history, and proof of foster care.  It also important to note that [Name’s] grandmother is deceased.     
b. Although C.R.S. 19-3-705(2)(d)(I) (2021) requires departments to attach a copy of a youth’s Emancipation Transition Plan (executed pursuant to C.R.S. 19-7-310 and finalized no more than 90 days prior to the youth’s transition) to reports  filed for Transition Hearings when it is anticipated that the youth will chose to emancipate and although the DHS report filed for the [date] Transition Hearing recommended that [Name] be deemed “emancipated from the custody of” DHS, DHS did not attach an  Emancipation Transition Plan. To this Counsel’s knowledge, to date, DHS has not completed an Emancipation Transition Plan with [Name].  

c. Although C.R.S. 19-3-705(2)(d)(II) (2021) requires departments to attach a Petition (pursuant to C.R.S. 19-7-307) to reports filed for Transition Hearings when it is anticipated that the youth will chose to enter the FYTP, DHS did not file such a Petition.   
d. Although C.R.S. 19-3-705(4) (2021) requires this Court to review the Emancipation Transition Plan, consult with [Name], and make several determinations before permitting [Name’s] emancipation, this Court has been unable to do so because the agreed-upon plan during the [date] hearing was for DHS to file a Petition.   
7. Venue in [Name of] County is proper as required by Colorado Revised Statute 19-7-307(1.5) (2022) because [(Name) self-attests to reside in (Name of) County OR (Name of) County is currently serving (Name)]. 
8. [Name] continues to voluntarily consent to enter the FYTP.
9. Pursuant to Colorado Revised Statute 19-7-307(2)(a)(b) (2022), [Name] is voluntarily entering foster care and [was removed from (his/her/their) home prior to (him/her/them) reaching 18 years of age pursuant to a judicial determination that it was contrary to (his/her/their) welfare to remain in the home, reasonable efforts were made to keep (him/her/them) in the home, and because (Name) has remained in foster care continuously, a new court-ordered removal is not required OR reasonable efforts to prevent [Name]’s removal were not required because a youth who is 18 years of age or older may enter into a voluntary services agreement on their) own behalf]  
10. Pursuant to Colorado Revised Statute 19-7-307(6) (2022), a Voluntary Services Agreement [signed by (Name) OR signed by (Name) and DHS] is attached to this Petition as required by Colorado Revised Statute 19-1-307(6). Note: 19-7-307(6) (2022) states that FYTP Petitions filed by youth need only be signed by the youth. 
11. Pursuant to Colorado Revised Statute 19-7-307(6) (2021), a copy of [Name’s] roadmap to success is also attached. Note: the roadmap to success is necessary for youth who are remaining in the system from a D&N case.
12. It is in the best interest of [Name] to be voluntarily placed in foster care. 
13. In entering the FYTP, [Name] retains all the rights and responsibilities that [he/she/they] would otherwise have, as described in Colorado Revised Statute 19-7-304(5) (2021).
14. By consenting to the facts set forth in this Petition and to the jurisdiction of this Court, [Name] may be required to attend court at least once every six months pursuant to Colorado Revised Statute 19-3-702 (2021). 
15. Pursuant to Colorado Revised Statute 19-7-313(1)(a) (2021), [Name] may request that this case be dismissed at any time, forgoing the benefits and obligations of the FYTP. 
WHEREFORE, [Name] requests that the Court maintain its [date] orders and the [Type of] Hearing scheduled for [date] at [time] in Division [##].
Verification

I declare under penalty of perjury of the law of Colorado that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, the foregoing is true and correct.
Dated: [##/##/####]



Respectfully submitted,



_______________________________________

[Name]
CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY

I hereby certify that on [date], a true and correct copy of the foregoing Petition  ASK  "MOTION TITLE" "MOTION TITLE"  \* MERGEFORMAT 

 ASK  "MOTION TITLE"  \* MERGEFORMAT was emailed to all parties and the court.  






_______________________________________







[Name]
8/11/2022

