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	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Motion for [Name of Department] To Provisionally Certify and Provide Financial Support to the Kinship Placement


COMES NOW, [Name], guardian ad litem representing the best interests of the minor child/youth, [Name], who is currently placed with [Descriptor and name], and respectfully submits the foregoing Motion for [Name of Department] to provide financial support to the Kinship Placement:
1. [CONFERRAL STATEMENT:  Ex: Counsel conferred with all parties by email on [Month ##, 20##] and no party takes a position on this motion. ]
2. Counsel brings the instant motion seeking an order for the [Name of] Department of Social Services to provide financial assistance to the kinship placement, beginning on the date that the child/youth was placed with the family. 
3. The Colorado general assembly declared that one of the purposes of Title 19 is “[t]o secure for any child removed from the custody of his parents the necessary care, guidance, and discipline to assist him in becoming a responsible and productive member of society.” C.R.S. § 19-1-102(1)(d).
4. It further declared that “the provisions of this title shall be liberally construed to serve the welfare of children and the best interests of society.” C.R.S. § 19-1-102(2). 
5. The kinship foster family should be provisionally certified by the Department and receive the daily foster care rate of $##/day, backdated to the date that the child/youth was placed with them.

a. According to Volume 7, which is binding on the Department, a kinship family can be provisionally certified, which means they are entitled to financial assistance, until their full certification is complete. 7.304.21(E)(2)(e); Section 7.500.311, C and D (12 CCR 2509-6).]
b. The child/youth was placed with [Name of kin placement] in [Month] and [he/she] can be provisionally certified and receive a foster care subsidy, backdated to the date of placement. As of today’s date, the [Name of kin placement] has not received any foster care subsidy or other financial support from the Department.
If the Department is Unable to Certify the Family, the Family should Still Receive Financial Assistance at the State Rate
6. Colorado law establishes a preference for children/youth to be placed with relatives, instead of in stranger foster care. See C.R.S. § 19-3-70(3)(c). “Kinship care shall be utilized in order to: 1. Maintain child(ren)/youth in their families or with persons with whom they have a family like or prior significant relationship in order to provide meaningful, emotional and cultural ties across their life span. 2. Minimize the trauma of out-of-home placement 3. Support and strengthen families' ability to protect their child(ren)/youth and to provide permanency.” 12 Colo. Code Regs. § 2509-4-7.304.21(B).
7. “When a county department of human/social services places a child/youth of whom they have legal custody in the home of a non-certified kinship caregiver, the county department of human/social services shall request the court grant custody to the non-certified kinship caregiver if the child/youth is placed in a non-certified kinship home for more than 90 days from the date of removal, unless: 1) The non-certified kinship caregiver is pursuing certification.” 12 Colo. Code Regs. § 2509-4-7.304.21.
8. Certified foster families receive $##/day per child in their care. Exhibit B.
9. [Name of] County provides financial support when children are placed with strangers in foster care but deprives the same children from financial support if they are placed in a legally preferred kinship home. Such policy is contrary to the legislative intent of Title 19 and Volume 7, which is binding on Departments.
10. The [name of kin placement] is expending her own funds to raise the child, which she is willing to do. However, it is fundamentally unjust to deprive this child of financial support because she has a loving and appropriate relative willing to be her foster mother. 

11. The [name of kin placement] is willing and able to become a certified foster parent.

WHEREFORE, counsel requests that the court order the Department to provisionally certify the kinship placement and to provide financial assistance to the kinship placement.
Respectfully submitted this April 8, 2022.
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