



	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] COUNTY, COLORADO

[Street address]

[City], Colorado [zip code]
	COURT USE ONLY

Case Number: [##]JV[##] 
Div: [##] 

	THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

In the Interest of: 

[NAME(S)],

                                                                                           Child[ren/Youth/Youths],

And Concerning,

[NAME(S)],

Respondent[s].
	

	[Name]

Guardian ad litem for the Child[ren/Youth/Youths Name(s)]

[Street address]

[City,] Colorado [zip code]

Phone: [###-###-####]     

Fax: [###-###-####]

Email: [aaa@bbb.ccc]

Atty. Reg. #: [####]
	

	Motion to ORDER DEPARTMENT TO Add [name], a MINOR, to this case


COMES NOW, [Name], guardian ad litem, representing the best interests of the minor child/ren, [Name(s) of Child/Youth representing], and respectfully submits the foregoing Motion to Order Department to Add [Name of Child/Youth to be added], a minor, to this case. In support thereof, she states as follows:
1. [Conferral Statement: Pursuant to C.R.C.P. § 121, counsel conferred with all represented parties by sending this draft motion by email on [Month ##, 20##]. The parties’ position on the motion are as follows: ____] 
2. Counsel brings the instant motion to order the [Name of County] Department of Social Services to amend the Petition in this case to add [Child/Youth Name], a minor child residing in the same home as the above-captioned child/ren. Based upon information and belief, [State why child should be added. For example: [Child/Youth Name] has the same biological parents as the child/ren in this case. He/she is a minor.] 
3. The Court may authorize and order the filing of a petition for a child that has suffered abuse if the best interests of the child require that he be protected from risk of further abuse. Colo. Rev. Stat. § 19-3-501(2)(a)-(b). 
4. Without a petition in writing setting forth all the facts concerning what constitutes the child a dependent and verified by the affidavit of the petitioner, a juvenile court has no jurisdiction over the subject matter. Kearney v. Blue, 301 P.2d 515 (1956)
5. Persons having a joint interest shall be made parties and be jointed on the same side as plaintiffs or defendants. When a person who should join as a plaintiff refuses to do so, or the person’s consent cannot be obtained, that person may be made a defendant, or in proper case, an involuntary plaintiff. C.R.E. 319.
6. In the Department’s discovery, it outlines the following child welfare issues relating to the household and [Child/Youth Name] 
[List issues, for example:
a. He/she was expelled from school (and requests from the Department to confirm his/her attendance have gone unanswered);
b. He/she lives in the same home with his siblings where domestic violence between the parents has been reported;
c. He/she lives in the same home with his/her siblings where it is alleged that Mother/Father leaves in the night and her/her whereabouts are unknown;
d. He/sher lives in the same home that was determined to be unsafe by the Department.]
7. Fundamentally, [Child/youth Name]. will lose access to numerous services by not being a named child in this case. 
[List services child/youth may need. For example, he/she will not be eligible for the following services:

a. Chaffee Services, which are defined as “The program provides assistance to help youth currently and formerly in foster care successfully transition to adulthood by providing grants to States and eligible Tribes that submit an approvable plan. Activities and programs allowable under the Chafee program include help with education, employment financial management, housing, emotional support, and assured connections to caring adults for older youth in foster care.” https://cdhs.colorado.gov/colorado-chafee-program#:~:text=Activities%20and%20programs%20allowable%20under,older%20youth%20in%20foster%20care.
b. Education and Training Voucher, defined as “The Educational and Training Vouchers Program (ETV) for Youths Aging out of Foster Care was added to the CFCIP in 2002. ETV provides resources specifically to meet the education and training needs of youth aging out of foster care. This program makes available vouchers of up to $5,000 per year per youth for post secondary education and training for eligible youth.” Id. 
c. Foster Youth in Transition Program, which is a program that allows “foster youth who meet eligibility criteria to voluntarily continue to receive certain child welfare services (services) up until the last day of the month of the youth's twenty-first birthday, or such greater age of foster care eligibility as required by federal law.” https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1094]
8. In addition, [Child/Youth Name] will not have a caseworker, GAL, or CASA volunteer advocating for him to receive services, safety, support or an education. 
9. The Department sought legal custody of [Child/Youth Name]’s siblings that live in the same home because it deemed the parents unable to care for the children at this time. Despite that, [Child/Youth Name] is left without the support of the Department and is still in his parents’ custody.
10. Naming [Child/Youth Name] to the case is in the best interests of other child/ren who are part of this case. Without governmental intervention, the court will have limited ability to monitor, oversee and/or enter orders related to [Child/Youth Name]’s contact with his/her siblings, who are named in the case.
WHEREFORE, counsel requests that the Court order the Department to add [Child/Youth Name] as a child to this case.

Respectfully submitted this [##] day of [Month, 20##].

_________________________

[Name]
Guardian ad litem
Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this GAL’s Motion to Order Department to Add [Name of child] to Case was [hand delivered, sent by email, or sent in the U.S. mail, first-class, postage prepaid], this [##] day of [Month], [20##], duly addressed as follows:

[Name(s) of individual(s) this Motion was sent to, with address(es).]

____________________________________







[Name]
GAL: Beth Padilla
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