



	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE COURT], [NAME OF] COUNTY, COLORADO

[Street Address]
[City], Colorado [Zip Code]
	▲ COURT USE ONLY ▲



	  THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

In the Interest of:

[NAME(S)],
Child[ren/Youth/Youths],
And concerning,
[NAME(S)],
Respondent[s].

	

	[Name]

Guardian ad litem for the Child[ren/Youth/Youths Name(s)]

[Street address]

[City,] Colorado [Zip Code]

Phone: [###-###-####]     

Fax: [###-###-####]

Email: [aaa@bbb.ccc]

Atty. Reg. #: [####]
	Case Number: [##]JD[##]
Division: [##]


	MOTION FOR [NAME OF] COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES TO CONTINUE TO ASSESS THE JUVENILE AND ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY APPROPRIATE PLACEMENT AND SERVICES




Guardian Ad Litem (GAL) [Name] requests that this Honorable Court order the [Name of] County Department of Human Services to continue assessment for services and placement for the juvenile, including [insert what services/placement you are asking for.] In support of this motion, the GAL states the following:
I. BACKGROUND

a. [Background on juvenile]
b. [Information about juvenile’s family and facts showing why placement asked for is relevant]
i. a.
The Child[ren/Youth/Youths Name(s)] is ______

ii. b.
The child’s mother is ____.

iii. c.
The child’s father_______.
c. [Information about what DHS has done up to this point and why it is relevant to ask for this motion] 
II. DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES OBLIGATIONS
a. According to legislative declaration, it is in the best interest of any child placed out of the home to have a guarantee of long-term permanency planning. See C.R.S. 19-1-102(1.5)(a)(3)
b. Likewise, “while holding paramount the public safety, the juvenile justice system must take into consideration the best interests of the juvenile, the victim, and the community in providing appropriate treatment to reduce the rate of recidivism in the juvenile justice system and to assist the juvenile in becoming a productive member of society.” C.R.S. 19-2.5-101(1)(b).
c. According to State Administrative Rules for Program Area 4: Youth in Conflict (PA4), a county department must provide services “to reduce or eliminate conflicts between a child/youth and their family members, which may include the community, when those conflicts affect the child/youth’s well-being, the normal functioning of the family or the well-being of the community” 12 Colo. Code Regs. § 2509-1-7.000.1.

d. The focus of PA4 services “shall be on alleviating conflicts, protecting the child/youth, family, and the community, re-establishing family stability, and/or assisting the youth the emancipate successfully.” Id.
III. ARGUMENT

a. [Tie facts to laws. Examples:

i. No formal assessment of the juvenile’s psychological condition has occurred. Trauma-informed psychological testing could assist in identifying therapeutic areas of need.
ii. No groundwork is being laid for a successful return to the community. 
iii. As stated, DHS is obligated to engage in (a) service provision to alleviate conflict, protect youth, family, and community, and re-establish family stability and (b) permanency planning, per statute and regulation. It does not appear that DHS has done so in this case.]
WHEREFORE, the GAL requests that this court order the [Name of] County Human Services Department to, at a minimum, (a) provide trauma-informed psychological testing for the juvenile while he/she remains in custody or if he/she is released, and (b) engage with service providers to begin working with the family and the juvenile to address safety concerns and therapeutic areas of need. Furthermore, the GAL requests that DHS file written reports detailing their continuing efforts to locate placement and services at least 2 business days prior to each court hearing in this matter. 
Respectfully submitted this [##] day of [Month], 20[##].
[Name]
Guardian Ad Litem
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
The undersigned does certify that on the [##] day of [Month], 20[##], a true copy of the foregoing document was filed with the Court and served on all parties of record.
[Name(s) of individual(s) this Motion was sent to with address(es).]
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[Name]
GAL: Kathryn Hecker
AP 7/7/22
ANU 7/15/22

