



	[DISTRICT/JUVENILE] COURT, [NAME OF] COUNTY, 

STATE OF COLORADO

[Street Address]
[City], Colorado [Zip Code]

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO,

In the Interest of,

[NAME(S)],
Child[ren/Youth/Youths],

And Concerning

[NAME(S)],

Respondents.

	  COURT USE ONLY

	[Name]

Guardian ad Litem for the child[ren/Youth/Youths Names]
[Street Address]

[City], Colorado [Zip Code]
Phone: [###-###-###]

Fax: [###-###-###]

Email: [aaa@bbb.ccc]

Atty. Reg. #: [####]
	Case Number: [##]JV[##]
Division: [##]


	GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S [FORTHWITH] MOTION FOR ORDER REQUIRING CHILD BE RETURNED HOME



The Guardian ad litem (“GAL”), [Name], for the minor Child[ren/Youth/Youths Name(s)], [(“the Children” or “the Youth” or “the Youths”)], hereby submits this Motion for an Order Requiring Emergency Placement (“Motion”).  In support, this GAL states the following.
DUTY TO CONFER

1. This GAL conferred with the Child[ren/Youth/Youths Name(s)] the County Attorney [Name] and Respondent Parent Counsel [Name] regarding this Motion.     

2. [Name] support[s] this Motion. 

3. [Name] does not support this Motion.
FACTS

4. On [Month ##, 20##], a Petition in Dependency and Neglect was permitted to be filed in the District Court of [Name of] County Colorado.
5. [Facts showing why the placement asked for is relevant]

a. The Child[ren/Youth/Youths Name(s)] is ______

b. The child’s mother is ____.

c. The child’s father_______.
d. The child is currently placed with _____.
LAW
6. The United States Supreme Court has stated that, “[i]f any freedom not specifically mentioned in the Bill of Rights enjoys a ‘preferred position’ in the law it is most certainly the family.” Moore v. City of East Cleveland, 431 U.S. 494, 511 (1977) (Brennan concurrence). The right to parent is “perhaps the oldest of the fundamental liberty interests recognized by [the Supreme] Court.” Troxel v. Granville, 530 U.S. 57, 65 (2000). 
7. Among other purposes, the Colorado Children’s Code exists: 1) “[t]o secure for each child subject [to the Children’s Code] such care and guidance, preferably in his own home, as will best serve his welfare and the interests of society;” 2) “[t]o preserve and strengthen family ties whenever possible, . . . ; and 3) [t]o remove a child rom the custody of his parents only when his welfare and safety or the protection of the public would otherwise be endangered . . .”. § 19-1-102(1)(a)-(c), C.R.S. (2019) (emphasis added). Stated simply, one of the most primary purpose of the Children’s Code is to preserve the parent-child relationship whenever possible. People in Interest of A.A., 479 P.3d 57, 60 (Colo. App. 2020) (citations omitted). To that end, the state must reasonable efforts to rehabilitate parents and reunite families following the out-of-home placement of abused or neglected children. §§ 19-1-103(114), 19-3-100.5(1), 19-3-208, 19-3-604(2)(h), C.R.S. (2019). 
8. Children/youth placed in the custody of a department of human services receive certain protections.  § 19-7-101, C.R.S. (2019).  Among those protections is placement in the “least restrictive setting appropriate to [… their] needs.  § 19-7-101(aa), C.R.S. (2019).  
9. Juvenile courts have exclusive jurisdiction over dependency and neglect proceedings, and therefore have authority to determine the appropriate custody, placement, and care for children/youth involved in such proceedings.  §§ 19-1-104(1)(b), 19-1-115(3)(a), C.R.S. (2019); People in Interest of J.H., 770 P.2d 1355, 1357 (Colo. App. 1989); City and County of Denver v. Juvenile Court, 511 P.2d 898, 901-02 (Colo. 1973)
ARGUMENT

10. [Tie Facts to Law. Examples:
10. The Child is currently in out-of-home placement. The child has been in out-of-home placement since ____. The child has had ___ [##] of placements since ____. 
10. Respondent Mother/Respondent Father is currently in compliance with his/her treatment plan. Specifically, the Child’s parent has engaged in and is in compliance with substance abuse treatment and monitoring/parenting classes/mental health therapy/etc.

10. The child has a significant bond with Respondent Mother/Respondent Father and all reports demonstrate that visitation has been going well.  
10. Respondent Mother/Respondent Father has a safe and stable home to provide for the Child.

10. With the following protections in place, the Child can safely return to the parent’s care:

10. In-home family preservation services;

10. Family therapy;

10. Financial support;

10. Housing assistance  
10. _____________

10. Because reunification is the primary goal of the Children’s Code, and the parent can provide a safe and stable home environment, the Child should be returned to the parent’s care forthwith.]

WHEREFORE, this GAL respectfully requests that this Court order [Name of] County Department of Human Services to place the child[ren/Youth/Youths Name(s)] with [Name(s)] in [Location], provide emergency background/criminal background checks and any other service(s) in support of such placement, and pay for such placement and services.  




RESPECTFULLY submitted this [##] day of [Month, 20##].  








[Attorney Name]







Guardian ad Litem for Minor Child, ____
AU 10/18/22

[Remember the law changes – cite-check your motion before filing]


