



CHILD LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE (“CLR”)
Engagement Letter

[Name of] County Case # [Case Number]
Dear [Person’s Name],
I have been appointed by the Court pursuant to Colorado Revised Statute (“C.R.S.”) 14.10.116(1) to act as CLR in the above captioned matter. A CLR is someone who is appointed by the Court in a case to serve as the attorney for the children. The CLR shall be an attorney and shall be afforded all the same rights and privileges as any other counsel in the case. The CLR is charged with representing the best interests of the children with respect to the children’s parent time, legal decision making authority of the parents, child support the children’s property or any other issued related to the children that is identified in the Court’s order of appointment. 

This letter confirms the terms of my representation with respect to the above-captioned case for which you are a party. 

Under the terms of the appointment, the scope of representation will include me representing the best interests of the children with respect to the following concerns: [concerns]
My representation under this appointment will be limited to the above-described scope of representation. 

My recommendation to the Court will be based on my investigation which will include a personal interview with each parent or party requesting relieve from the court and at least one personal interview with the children. Most often the meeting with the children will be conducted in the home where the children primarily reside Depending upon the age and capacity of the children, I may request to meet with the children in each parents’ home. The parties may request, or I may determine the need to make contact with collateral sources who have relevant information related to the children or family. For example, teachers, counselors, physicians, extended family, and the like. 

I will be allowed to participate in any formal or informal discovery as any other party in the case would and I can make my own requests for discovery to the parties on behalf of the best interest of the children.  I will then make recommendations to the parties and the Court to assist in the facilitation of settlement of the issues before the court. 

Depending upon the issues presented my recommendations may include but are not limited to; the grant of legal decision-making authority between the parties; the division of parenting time between the parties; Counseling or other therapeutic intervention for the family; mediation for the family; custody evaluation; or other interventions I feel are in the best interests of the children. 

My recommendations will be considered by the court as is any other evidence presented by any party. The Court is hopeful that the recommendations will assist the parties in reaching a mutual resolution to the issues of the case but the parties are not obliged to accept recommendations they disagree with. The parties still have the right to present relevant evidence to the Court which will be weighed along with the evidence of the CLR’s recommendation. 

[Insert one of the following that applies most]

[1. The Court in this case has found all parties to be indigent pursuant to completion of the JDF 208 and therefore ordered that 100% of the fees and costs of the CLR will be borne by the State pursuant to the procedures and at the hourly rate set forth in CJD 04-05.]
OR

[2. The Court in this case has not found either party to be indigent. My hourly rate is $150.00 and I require a $1,500.00 initial retainer to begin work on the case. Each of you has been ordered to pay $750.00 towards this initial retainer. The Court has ordered that each of you have your portion of the initial retainer paid in full by [Date]. Failure to pay by the date ordered will result in the CLR filing a notice with the Court advising the Court of your failure to pay.]
OR

[3. The Court in this case has found [Party’s Name] to be indigent. [His/Her/Their] costs and fees will be borne by the State through the Office of the Child Representative. 

You were not found to be indigent by the Court. The Court has ordered you to pay my hour rate which is $150.00 per hour and I require a $750.00 initial retainer to begin work on the case. You have been ordered by the Court to pay the $750.00 initial retainer in full by [Date]. Failure to pay by the date ordered will result in the CLR filing a notice with the Court advising the Court of your failure to pay.]
OR

[4. The Court in this case has found you to be indigent and therefore the Office of Child Representative for the State of Colorado will pay for my services on your behalf.]
The CLR will not begin investigation until full payment of the retainer due by other parties is made. If payment is not made within the specified period the CLR will notify the Court that she is unable to proceed. Any delay by the nonpayment directly interferes with the CLR’s ability to comply with the Courts direction. The CLR takes her direction only from the Court. 

The Court maintains the discretion to reallocate the appointment of fees at the Permanent Order or Post-Decree Hearing.
The CLR cannot begin investigation until this Engagement Letter has been signed and returned to the CLR by each party involved. If any of the parties do not return this letter, after signing it to the CLR within 7 days of receipt, the CLR will notify the Court that she is unable to proceed. Any delay by the parties in returning this document in a timely fashion directly interferes with the CLR’s ability to comply with the Court’s direction. The CLR takes her direction only from the Court. 

The parties are responsible for initiating contact with the CLR and are required to cooperate with the CLR’s investigation. Contact information for the CLR is contained within this document. The CLR will inform you after receiving your signed Engagement Letter how to schedule your meetings with her. 

The parties should note that although the CLR is an attorney, the CLR is not the named parties’ attorney and that there is therefore no “attorney/client privilege” between the CLR and any party, including the child. Nevertheless, it is critical that all parties and the child are as open and honest as possible with the CLR. It is the Court’s expectation that the parties will share all necessary and relevant information with the CLR so that she can do the most effective job. 

In making recommendations to the Court, the CLR will make every attempt to present the information in a neutral, factual, and non-biased way. Parties who are represented by counsel are encouraged to discuss these issues with their counsel in advance of meeting with the CLR. All parties are encouraged to discuss any questions or concerns directly with the CLR at the first meeting. 

Please review this letter carefully and if there is anything that is unclear, please let me know so we can discuss it. If the terms outlined above are satisfactory to you, then I would appreciate your signing and returning the enclosed copy of this letter as acknowledgment that you have read and understood it.

Sincerely,

______________________
[CLR’s Name], [Atty. Reg. #]
Child Legal Representative

I have read the foregoing letter and I understand the scope of the CLR’s appointment and my responsibilities with respect to her representation as outlined above. 

Date: __________________________________

__________________________________________

[Party’s Name], [Petitioner/Respondent] [Mother/Father]
[Law Firm]


[Street Address], [City], Colorado [zip code]


Phone: [###-###-####]


aaa@bbb.ccc








[Law Firm], [Street Address], [City], Colorado [zip code].  Phone: [###-###-####]
3/25/2022  

