



[Date] 
[Name]
[Street Address]

[City, State, zip code]

Re:  Child Legal Representative Appointment for the [Child/Youth Name] – [Name] County Case [##DR####]
Dear [Name(s)]:

As you may already be aware, I was appointed to represent the best interests of the Child [Name] in the case listed above.  I am writing to briefly introduce myself, as well as to outline a few things that will hopefully keep us all on the same page during my appointment.

In this matter, I will act as the attorney for [Name]’s best interests, as indicated in the Court’s order of appointment.  This is different than acting as his attorney.  While I am, and will continue to be, concerned with his opinions and wishes, I am not bound by them.  I do have a duty to report [Name’s] wishes to the Court; but if, in my professional opinion, [Name’s] wishes are not in the best interest of [Name], I also have a duty to pursue what I believe would be best for [Name] regarding the issues for which I was appointed.  Similarly, while the Court may have ordered you and/or other parties to the case to pay my fees, I have no obligation to follow the wishes of you and/or those party[ies] – my obligation is to the best interests of the child for whom I am appointed.  

Copies of my bills that are provided to the person[s] paying the fees will be redacted to protect information and/or strategy, as needed to protect the child’s best interests.  For example, you may see entries such as “Call to XXXX re:  XXXX” or “Review XXXXX.”  If sharing information will betray my legal strategy and/or reveal information unduly, I will redact it in the billing statements.   However, those bills are subject to un-redacted in camera review [meaning a review by the court], if directed by the Court.

Because my client is [Name]’s best interests, we do not have the same type of confidentiality found in most attorney/client relationships.  If information I learn during my representation bears on [Name’s] overall well-being, it may need to be revealed to protect [Name].   I will discuss this in an age-appropriate manner with [Name] when I meet with [Name]. 

Finally, if you are receiving this letter, you are engaged in litigation about what is best for [Name].  If the Court is hearing from you, you are an important person in his life.  I want to hear what you have to say and look forward to meeting with you about your concerns.  If you are also representing yourself in a legal proceeding, you will be speaking to me in your capacity both as [Name]’s parent/family member, as well as your capacity as your own counsel.  I cannot give you legal advice.  If at any time you choose to hire an attorney, please let me know, so I can ensure that communication is made through your attorney or that your attorney is aware we are speaking directly.  If you already have an attorney, I have copied your attorney on this letter, and am sending this letter to you in your attorney’s care.

Enclosed you will find a copy of my resume, so you will be aware of my qualifications.  As you can see, my practice at this time is focused primarily on working for children who are the subject of parental responsibilities disputes.

I am also enclosing a release of information for both you and [Name] that I would like you to sign.  Please feel free to review this with your attorney.  If you agree to sign it, I will use it in my investigation of the case to gather information as we proceed to Court.  I will discuss it with [Name] when I meet with [Name].

I look forward to speaking with you as well as [Name].


Regards,

[Name]
Enclosures: as stated above 

